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At a time when education is becoming more and more standardised, when pupils, their minds, their personalities, their hearts, their wellbeing and, it appears, even their very souls have to fit into the rigid cage of a spreadsheet, Assessment for Learning offers a breath of fresh (and real) air.

Assessment for Learning, both a pedagogic theory and a set of techniques to use in practice in the classroom, was originally born as a new way of approaching assessment in schools, where grades matter more than the learning opportunities offered by continuous assessment. If, unfortunately, bureaucrats and paper pushers have done their best to highjack AfL for their paper fetish, it is also true that it, as a theoretical approach to pedagogy and as a set of techniques to use in class, is the exact opposite of this.

This book presents a detailed research in the positive effects on pupils’ contributions, achieved simply by changing the format and structure of classroom questioning.

The second part of this book compiles about 60 slides from 5 INSET lectures I gave on AfL to Teachers and Learning Support Assistants, including a general presentation on how to use AfL in the classroom, one on questioning, one on peer assessment, one on how AfL can be utilised to develop metacognition, and one specifically devised for members of the Inclusion Team.

It is the product of many years in education that I wish to share with all Teachers, LSAs and Trainee Teachers for the benefit of pupils, real ones, not numbers on a piece of paper.
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