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            Chapter One

          

          
            MURDER FOR MONEY

          

        

      

    

    
      Alyssa Ellis walked into the living room with a crossword puzzle in hand. She was in her forties, perky and intelligent, looking forward to a quiet evening. Just as she was about to sit down, a ringing sound came from the guest room.

      "Tom, is that you?"

      She set the puzzle aside and walked to the guest room. Her hand turned the knob and reached for the light switch. A person stepped toward her in the darkness. She gasped and stepped back.

      As the figure came into focus, Alyssa relaxed. "What in God's name are you sneaking around for? You scared me."

      The person stepped forward and swung a tire iron at her head. She fell to the floor. Blood pooled underneath her as the person stepped away from the body and went up the steps.

      Alyssa crawled toward the phone lying on the floor. Her eyes were covered with blood and her vision blurred, but she made it to the phone and dialed 9-1-1, blood smearing on the keypad.

      "Help. Need help."

      The person returned and hit her two more times on the head.

      

      Detectives Carl Hitchens and Dave Abbott pulled to the curb outside the Ellis house. Hitchens was in his forties, slim, somber and focused. Abbott was forty, tall, intense, all business.

      The front door was locked, but Hitchens found the back door open. They went inside.

      A woman's body lay on the floor with blood pooled underneath her. Hitchens knelt and checked for a pulse.

      "No vitals. But she's still warm."

      Abbott scrolled through the phone.

      "Husband's number is first on her favorites list. Tom Ellis. And in the notes section, it says poker on Thursday nights at Ed's."

      "I guess we need to see Ed."

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter Two

          

          
            TWO HOURS EARLIER

          

        

      

    

    
      Tom set the table while Alyssa finished cooking. She made her famous roast, and the house was ripe with a rich and savory aroma, complemented by the tantalizing smell of onions and mushrooms.

      As Tom sat down, Alyssa popped the cork on one of their favorite wines, a Brunello they had found on a vacation in Italy. She brought the meat to the table while Tom poured two glasses. He then took a deep breath, and sighed.

      “Just the smell of that makes me so damn hungry.”

      Alyssa put a few slices on her plate, then turned to Tom. “I hope you enjoy the aroma because the roast is for me. You can eat at the game."
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