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INTRODUCTION

[image: ]




God created each person with unique gifts and talents to fulfill a special purpose. God wants you to have a life that is full and productive. You are not just another face in a big crowd or a number on a long list. God made you to live a unique, important, and meaningful life. As a Christian, your true purpose and meaning in life comes from using your abilities to serve God and advance His kingdom. 

As you draw closer to God, He reveals His plans for your life more clearly. Part of God's purpose for you is to become more Christ-like by displaying the fruits of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Your actions should be motivated by bringing glory to God. As you use your time and resources to honour God, you can find joy and satisfaction in fulfilling your divine purpose. When you serve others in humility, you reflect God's unconditional love. You have a unique calling that God has appointed you to fulfill. God predestined (appointed) certain good works “for you to carry out before the creation of the world”. 

God has complete knowledge of both the beginning and the end, and He also knows what your purpose is during your time on Earth. You must live your life with a sense of reverence during your time on this earth. While discovering your purpose may take time and effort, the rewards of living out God's plans are tremendous. There is no greater feeling than using your unique gifts to make a meaningful difference for God's kingdom. As you draw closer to God each day, He will reveal the next steps on your journey toward the fulfilling life He intends for you. The key is to be faithful with what God has already entrusted you with while remaining open and obedient to His will. 

Your eternal reward will be determined by how you utilise the resources and opportunities that are available to you in the present moment. By pursuing an intimate relationship with Christ and selflessly serving others, you'll discover and enjoy the wonderful purpose God has planned for your life. 
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CHAPTER 1

Understanding And Fulfilling 

God's Purpose For Your Life
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“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus unto good works, which God hath before

ordained that we should walk in them”. Ephesians 2:10

You have a purpose and a destiny to fulfill in your life, whether you are aware of it or not. Your ultimate goal is to carry out God's will in your life. However, to achieve this, you must first understand what God's will is and then strive to live accordingly. 

In general, each of us has a purpose to fulfill during our time on Earth... to love and know God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Making Jesus Lord in your life is the first step. Attempting to carry out God's will without first having a relationship with Him is a futile endeavour. It will only result in self-centeredness and a failure to achieve God's intended purpose, leaving you feeling unfulfilled. After this, there is the fulfillment of God's general Word. In essence, it means walking in the overall purpose that God has bestowed upon all believers, which involves learning to walk in the power of the Word and following the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Without knowledge of the Word of God and obedience to His Holy Spirit, your progress will be limited. Each believer has a unique calling that God has appointed them to fulfill.

Ephesians 2:10 says... 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus [for the purpose] unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10

According to Apostle Paul, the Word of God states that God had predestined (appointed) certain good works for us to carry out even before the creation of the world. God has complete knowledge of both the beginning and the end, and He also knows what your purpose is during your time on Earth.

In 1 Peter 1:17, Apostle Peter was addressing Christians who were facing persecution. He reminded them that they were God's children, and that God is a just judge who will impartially judge them according to their works. 

And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here [living here as temporary residents] in fear: 1 Peter 1:17

Therefore, you must live your life with a sense of reverence during your time on this earth. The term “sojourning” refers to the act of passing through a place without intending to stay permanently. You need to engage in an activity during your journey to another destination. 

You are more than a mere occupant of time and space. Peter is urging us to live holy lives, in fear of God's judgment. Conducting yourself in fear does not mean that you should be afraid of God. Rather, it means that you should have a deep respect for God and His holiness. You should live your life in a way that is pleasing to God, and you should be careful not to do anything that would bring shame to His name. Peter's words are a reminder that we are all accountable to God. We will all be judged one day, and we will be judged according to our works. You should be holy, and you should conduct yourself in the fear of God. God is your loving Father. He loves you unconditionally, and He wants the best for you. 

Our time here on earth is temporary. We are pilgrims and strangers in this world, and our true home is in heaven. You might be unsure what your assigned purpose or task is and you might feel that you haven’t been called to pursue a career in ministry. It is true that not everyone is called to the five-fold ministry, which includes the roles of Apostle, Prophet, Pastor, Evangelist, and Teacher. But you are called to do good works. As Paul stated to the Ephesians, you are created in Christ Jesus for good works even before the world was formed. Have you ever thought about it this way? God expects you to fulfill your calling on Earth, and you will be held accountable for how you spend your time here. 

In fact, your eternal reward will be determined by how you utilise the resources and opportunities that are available to you in the present moment. It is important to note that this should not be mistaken for your salvation, as salvation cannot be obtained through your actions or deeds. We are saved not by our own works, but by God's mercy.

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Titus 3:5

When you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are saved by His grace. The Holy Spirit helps us to grow in our faith, and He empowers us to live a holy life. Salvation is a gift from God. It is not something that we can earn. It is something that we receive by faith in Jesus Christ.

The Parable Of The Talents And The Kingdom of Heaven

Matthew 25:14-30 tells a unique story about a master who entrusts his property to three servants while he is away on a journey. The master distributed his wealth among his servants, giving five talents to one, two to another, and one to a third, based on their individual abilities. The servant who was given five talents proceeded to trade with them and was able to generate an additional five talents. Similarly, the servant who had received two gained an additional two as well. However, the servant who had received only one talent proceeded to dig a hole in the ground and conceal his master's money.

Eventually, the master of those servants arrived and reconciled their accounts after a considerable period of time. The servant who was given five talents returned and presented an additional five talents, saying, “Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more”. (Matthew 25:20)

The master commended his servant, saying, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”. (Matthew 25:21)

The servant who had been given two talents also came forward and said, “Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them”. (Matthew 25:22)

The master praised his servant saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”. (Matthew 25:23)

The servant who had received the one talent approached and said, “Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine”. (Matthew 25:24-25)

The Lord replied and said to him, “Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory”. (Matthew 25:26-31)

Each servant in the parable was given talents according to their own ability. In other words, everyone receives the grace to accomplish what God has intended for them to achieve. Everyone was given a fair workload that was within their capabilities. You only need to focus on fulfilling the tasks that God has entrusted you with. Perhaps you have a calling to work with children or pursue a career in teaching. If that is the situation, utilise the talents that God has bestowed upon you to empower and uplift the upcoming generation. This is just one example, but you can use your own judgement and see for yourself that it takes the entire body of Christ to walk as a whole. Individually, we can fulfill God's purpose, but it is also important to fulfill God's purpose collectively. I am only capable of doing what I have been blessed to do, just like anyone else. It is impossible for me to do everything. 

If I don't fulfill my responsibilities, it will place an additional burden on someone else to exceed their assigned duties. In the parable of the talents, it is stated that whatever was given to the unprofitable servant will be taken away and given to someone who has more, when such a situation arises. This serves as both a cautionary message and an inspiration to pursue and fulfill the unique purpose that God has bestowed upon each of us. My intention is to inspire you if you may have not previously consider to begin seeking God and discovering His purpose for your life. It is important to maintain a willing and obedient attitude. 

If you are receptive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, you will witness a clear path of direction from God. Be willing to step out and follow wherever the Lord leads you. He won't request you to perform a task that you are not competent or prepared to undertake. His knowledge surpasses ours, and you can undoubtedly rely on His judgement.
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CHAPTER 2

God’s Purpose Is Within You
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For it is God which worketh in you both to will 

and to do of his good pleasure. Philippians 2:13

You do not need to search for your purpose because you already have it within you. Your purpose is straightforward... to embody God's love in all your actions, with the aim of leading others to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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