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        Victoria

      

      

      

      I can feel my feet pounding the pavement through the thin soles of my shoes. I don’t know if Lyle if still behind me or not, but I’m not even going to chance a look over my shoulder to find out.

      Lyle is sceevy and creepy, and the way he looks at me has been putting a chill up my spine for years. He's the city's most notorious pimp, and as luck would have it, he also happens to be my landlord. Deep down, I think I was always afraid this day would come.

      The day when I would find myself out of a job and unable to pay my rent.

      The day when Lyle would ask for something else as payment.

      I saw his eyes light up when he came by for the rent this month and I had to tell him I didn't have it yet. I asked him for an extension, but of course, he said no. He suggested I settle the matter of payment another way.

      He wants my virginity as payment.

      One boyfriend. I told one boyfriend, and now word is out on the street and there’s danger for me around every corner.

      I'm nineteen years old and still a virgin, and I only told that boyfriend because he'd been pressuring me to sleep with him, and I kept putting him off.

      However, finding that out hadn't put him off. It had only seemed to make him more determined, so I broke up with him.

      That was at least three years ago. I haven't dated anyone since his betrayal.

      I don't have time for men anyway. I'm too busy trying to make ends meet.

      I round the corner and run smack dab into something hard.

      I'm propelled backward by the impact, and then I feel hands on my arms.

      I panic as I look up, but then I realize the hands are steadying me.

      They're the hands of the man I ran into.

      And good lord, what a man.

      He's huge. He towers over me, and even though he's wearing a suit, I can tell he's ripped. His chest is broad, and he exudes power.

      My eyes travel up that broad, suit-covered chest, along a strong, clean-shaven jawline and up to the brightest pair of blue eyes I've ever seen in my life. They're piercing me with their intensity, and my breath catches. I vaguely take in his dark, stylishly disheveled, model-worthy hair before I shake my head to break myself out of whatever trance I seem to be in and chance a glance behind me.

      I don't see Lyle, but that doesn't mean he isn't far behind. I need to make it to safety before he sees me.

      "Sorry!" I fling at the stranger, startling him further as I break from his hold and take off down the street once more.

      I need to hurry up and make it to old Agnes' place before Lyle figures out where I've gone.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        Valentine

      

      

      What in the holy hell?

      My mind and body are still reeling from the literal impact that little fairy had on me.

      I don't know who she is or where she came from, but when she smacked into me and then turned such fearful eyes up to me, every protective instinct within me roared to life.

      Green eyes, long, chocolate waves of hair that seemed to dwarf her tiny frame. She was such a little thing, thin and petite.

      And when I instinctively touched her arms to steady her, a jolt went through my system at the contact. She turned those wide emerald eyes up to me and her breath caught, those puffy, pink lips opening slightly.
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