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1 CORINTHIANS 13:4

OVER THE NEXT FIVE DAYS, I’ll be doing an in-depth word study on 1 Corithians Chapter 13 verses 4 through 8: about love. Most of us see love as an emotion, which is true: it is. Yet love is so much deeper than we can imagine, especially God’s love for us. He loves all of us—you, me, everyone— unconditionally. Nothing can separate us from His Love, and it’s so much deeper and wider than you can imagine! Can you imagine what it feels like to be loved unconditionally? 

At the same time, love is so much more than the act of loving others. Most of us love our family and close friends, and we may even care for our co-workers. But true love is loving people even when they make it difficult. Those grumpy, even hateful people that make your life difficult, and even those people with viewpoints and beliefs that you don’t like or don’t want to be around. It’s easy to love people who are easy to love. Even most difficult people have someone that they love. True love comes in the form of showing love even to those who don’t deserve it. 

One thing that most of us don’t know is that love is more than a word or emotion: it’s a verb; an action. How is it an action? How can we learn exactly what love is and what it means? If you ask a dozen different people what love is, you would get a dozen different answers. 

Fortunately, God has already given us the answer. 

1 Corinthians Chapter 13 verses 4 through 8 outlines exactly what love is and what it does—so we can learn and study it. To do this, we’re going to look at some of the original Hebrew and Greek words that was written in this, to get a better understanding of the meaning. 

Why do we study Bible verses from original Hebrew and Greek, you may ask? It’s because Hebrew and Greek are the languages the Bible was originally written in, and so when we want to learn what the translation is truly meaning, we look at Hebrew for the Old Testament and Greek for the New Testament. I gauruntee that when you do this, it will enlighten the verses in such a deeper way than you ever thought possible. So, let’s get started! 

Before we start with verse 4, let’s just recap what verses 1 through 3 says to give you a little background (I’m just going to write it here, this isn’t the part we’re going to study in depth). One thing about the Bible is that you can’t take verses out of context. You have to look at the passage (and even the chapter) as a whole, to understand what the meaning is, and who the writer is talking to. Unfortunately, many people take key verses of the Bible out of context. Which is why I’m going to copy down 1 Corinthians verses 1 through 3 here, so we have the proper context of the chapter thus far, before delving into verse 4. 


Verse 1 starts, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass or tinkling cymbal.” (Verse 2): “And though I have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge and though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains and have not charity, I am nothing.” (Verse 3): “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”
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