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CONTENT

A COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES

––––––––


1.  THE PARK

2.  ACCEPTANCE


3.  A WOMAN’S MESSAGE


4.  LUNA


5.  I’LL BE WATCHING YOU


6.  INMATE NO. 34803


7.  LE COLONIAL


8.  FINDING MEANING


9.  PICTURE DAY


10.  SECRET DIARY


11.  SCARLETT


12.  PLUS-SIZE DREAM


13.  THE BURLESQUE


14.  THE BRASS TRUMPET


15.  THE FREQUENT-FLYERS


16.  THE ART OF MOTHERHOOD


17.  THE BONNIE & CLYDE EFFECT


18.  DEATH ROW


19.  THE SOUTH POLE


20.  TABOO


21.  SMALL TOWN GIRL


22.  THE BRADY’S


23.  “BADASS MISTRESS” 


24.  PASTOR AMARACHI

25.  BLOOD ON MY HANDS



















	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Book inroduction


[image: ]




This book is a collection of short stories, from the peaceful courtside and from moments of triumph to the depths of despair, these narratives encapsulate the diverse spectrum of life's experiences. Each story is a unique exploration of universal themes, offering glimpses into the lives of characters from various walks of life. Dive into the complexities of human relationships, witness the resilience of the human spirit, and reflect on the profound impact of choices made in pivotal moments. As you turn the pages, may you find resonance, inspiration, and a deeper understanding of the shared tapestry of humanity that binds us all.
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Every Sunday morning, in a quiet corner of their beautiful city of Chicago, a heartwarming tradition unfolds. It's a scene that embodies the beauty of generational bonds, the quintessential passing of time, and the enduring love between a father and his son. Arthur and his young son, Daniel, who, just like Arthur did with his own father, take a leisurely walk through the park every Sunday.

The park is a serene oasis where the vibrant colors of nature paint a vivid backdrop for the timeless moments shared by this father-son duo. As they step onto the well-worn path with birds chirping around them, the outside world fades away, and it's just Arthur and Daniel sharing stories and laughter and creating cherished memories.

For Arthur, this beloved tradition is a touching reminder of his own childhood. He fondly recalls those Sunday mornings when he held his father's hand, eagerly listening to tales of the past and absorbing life lessons that have transcended generations. The park has become a sanctuary where fathers pass down wisdom, values, and a love for nature.

Now, as a father himself, Arthur has wholeheartedly embraced this tradition. He sees in Daniel the same wide-eyed wonder that he once had. As they wander through the park, they stop by the old oak tree, the very same one that Arthur's father always pointed out to him. Just as his father did, Arthur uses the tree as a living symbol to tell the same story about strength, resilience, and growth.

Each Sunday, Arthur and Daniel’s route changes slightly. Sometimes, they venture to the duck pond, where Daniel feeds the quacking residents, giggling joyfully as they waddle toward him. Other times, they explore the botanical gardens, where Arthur nurtures Daniel's curiosity about the diverse flora and fauna life surrounding them.

As the years pass, the quaint park bears witness to the growth and transformation of both father and son. Daniel's strides become longer, his questions more profound, and his perspective on the world broader. Arthur can’t help but watch with pride and a hint of nostalgia, recognizing that the baton of wisdom and tradition never ceases to be passed down.

The park remains a constant in Arthur and Daniel's lives, an anchor that connects them to the past while helping them journey the present; it's a place where they can forge an unbreakable bond in the embrace of nature.
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ACCEPTANCE
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In a world where love knows no boundaries, the beauty of adoption shines as a testament to the intense power of compassion, acceptance, and the unbreakable bonds of our little family. For Jason and I, two happy Dads in this constantly evolving modern world, the path to parenthood was not defined by traditional norms but guided by our unyielding desire to provide a loving home to a child in need.

With open hearts and arms, we embarked on a winding journey that led us to the vast, vast world of adoption. In a complex process that required patience, determination, and unwavering faith, we navigated the challenges and intricacies with a commitment that would soon reward us with the greatest gift of all— a forever family.

Our journey to parenthood has not been easy or straightforward, but it is utterly true that the magic of adoption has forever transformed our lives. I will never forget that sunny day in April when our adoption consultant called to tell us that Jason and I were going to be Dads. I have never felt such pure excitement and terror all at once.

As the days have quickly turned into years, our family of three has blossomed beyond measure. From the first shared smile to the Daddy bear hugs and countless bedtime stories, each moment has become a cherished memory I don’t take for granted. The beauty of adoption continues to resonate in the laughter that fills our home, the milestones we celebrate, and the love that binds us together.
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