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Introduction

 The Freedom Park is a combination of information found in the
apartheid museum, and the origins centre. Situated on 2.5ha of
amazing highveld landscape in Pretoria, the park consists of the
Hapo museum that offers insight to a 3.6 million-year history of
South Africa, the sacred Isivivane, the spiritual path Mveledzo,
the main memorial S’Khumbuto, and a picnic area called the
Uitspanplek.

 


The park was opened on 27 April 2004, the
day marking the first decade of democracy. Today, the park is seen
as a symbol of freedom and a beacon for hope, unity, and
forgiveness. (In April 1994, all South Africans were for the first
time ever allowed to vote.)

 


Some of the more prominent attractions in
the park are the wall of remembrance inside the S’Khumbuto in honor
of those who gave their lives in the conflicts, which shaped South
Africa. In addition to the Lesaka and Boulders, which is seen as a
spiritual resting place of those who played a part in the freedom
and liberation of South Africa.

 


The park is a tranquil space that invites
reflection and prayer, while being surrounded by beautiful natural
landscape. Footpaths in and around the park allow one views of
Pretoria, with the Voortrekker Monument and Union Buildings visible
in the distance. The Reconciliation Road links the Voortrekker
Monument and Freedom Park, allowing one to move between the two
attractions directly without the worry of traffic. President Jacob
Zuma opened the Road on 16 December 2011. On 3 August 2013, women
of all races held hands in the road, and formed a 2 km (1.24 miles)
chain. The aim was to create awareness of the struggles women had
in history, and their ability to unify and heal the nation.
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