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        A woman who's fading away.

      

        

      
        Years ago, a portal in the world of Fate sucked Caradeci up and deposited her on Earth. She struggled to fit in and adjust to the differences. And then she met Alex. She fell in love, confessing her true origins, and he believed her.

      

        

      
        Now her body flickers in and out of existence, threatening to pull her away from the life she's made. She fears Fate beckons to her, that she must return home to save herself, leaving her love behind.

      

        

      
        Alex, refusing to lose her, drags her to a fortune teller. Their only hope is that this strange woman can tell them what to do before Caradeci vanishes from existence.
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        To my husband, who would do almost anything to make me happy. May our love never fade.
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      Caradeci stared at her hand – it was happening again. The flesh and bone faded, her fingers paling to dim outlines. She raised her hand, now translucent; the water of the pond she knelt next to shimmered through it in the sunlight.

      Relief flooded Cara when her hand returned to normal, but her hope was brief since it flickered back to transparency. This cycle Cara was trapped in sent shudders to her soul.

      The breeze tousled her hair, but she felt nothing on her faded hand – no wind, no warmth – like a black hole sucking at her being. It left her stranded and alone. If this was what death felt like, she wanted none of it.

      Cara’s hand flashed in and out, the rhythm akin to a stoplight in the wee hours of the morning. Fear snagged in her throat. Only one reason why this could be happening – she didn’t belong here, shouldn’t be here. Ten years ago she had tripped over a stump, landed in a pond, and somehow slipped from her world of purple hues into this Earth of green. Instead of hitting bottom, she’d emerged here – an accident, some dimensional goof, but one that meant she could no longer find her way home to Fate.

      Caradeci didn’t want to go home.

      The fourth daughter of a well-to-do farmer, she wasn’t good enough to marry off, only to work her hands to the bone for her parents and siblings. Endless work meant no time for herself, her body collapsing in a weary heap at the end of each day. No chance to live, or love.
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