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INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man's consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of `average' man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man's mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man's origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Jewel in the Lotus by Dr. Douglas M. Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.
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Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.

HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.
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When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing next depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.
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GRAND MAN OF THE HEAVENS
HE POINTS (THE FINGER OF GOD) AT THE NEW AGE, AND ENERGY FOLLOWS THOUGHT.



Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.

Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell
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PERSONALITY AND SOUL CHARACTERISTICS



CANCER

by Dane Rudhyar


“The zodiacal sign Cancer represents the principle of focalization of formative life-energies for the purpose of producing as clear-cut and as permanent an image or impression as possible.



“It therefore brings a reversal of trend to the process of vivid extension of being through new relationships which Gemini started.



“. . . Cancer redirects the energies of Gemini .... Cancer’s water condenses the airy extension and the all-penetrating quality of Gemini.



“In Cancer we witness a sudden cancellation of Gemini’s eager extension. Boundaries are reached; the curiosity for new relationships is absorbed by an event which leads to a complete reversal of motion.



“What has really happened to effect the reversal? Just this: the individual self, being no longer able to resist the pressure of the universal life force, has had to open itself to the universe and to society.


“Such an opening up could theoretically occur in any way best fitted to the individual’s need. And it does occur freely and at every moment in the man who has reached a certain level of integration and freedom; in the man who has become free from the results of frustration and repressions imposed upon his growth by parents and antecedents, by the past of his race — and if one believes in reincarnation — of his Soul; free from subconscious as well as conscious memories.


Thus when the individual faces, in Cancer, the reversal of his life force and is flooded by universal life or confronted with the need of participating in human society after he has ‘come of age’ the confrontation is highly upsetting ....



. All life could be mate and Initiator, if men had sufficient in­tegrative strength not to be overwhelmed by the ever changing confrontations life would present to him; if man were conscious enough to be at any time and in any condition a focal point for universal life — for God.



“. . . The realization that his goal and his fulfillment are to be found in the discharge of his responsibility to life, in his conscious willingness to be a focus in and through which Life or God may speak.



. . To become a lens able to focus divinity is to become consciously what one inherently is, and to be it with clarity, in beauty and in truth.



“There must be re-polarization; but humanity today must be compelled to re-polarize itself. It must be compelled to open itself to the . . . Mystery of Space and the Brotherhood of the Stars ....



. . Few have understood the mystery of the symbol of Cancer, the Crab. A watery creature, whose movements are regressive or side-stepping; whose evolution has been led into the blind alley constituted by the wearing of a hard shell encasing life — yet a shell which is temporarily shed at every new cycle. One must not forget!


“A creature of the sea; and the sea always symbolizes the collective or rather the generic Unconscious, the universal Matrix of life.


“Cancer comes nine months before the future Aries. Cancer is the symbol of fecundation . . . Cancer is man in the God- impregnated state; a Holy Place in which God has descended.


“The type of personality characterised by Cancer is represented as being often dominated by moods and psychic gifts. What is not always realized is that these psychic manifestations are the results of an irruption of the universal life force into the individualised consciousness which becomes more or less disorganized thereby.


“Such an irruption can mean a great many things; from the peculiar rapture of passionate love to the upsets of the first weeks of pregnancy; from psychic hallucinations to God-inspired seer-ship; from glamorous lies to Avatar-ship.



“The Cancer type . . . can be the most helpless or the most deter­mined in a strange, silent way. It refers to a time of the year when the Sun moves very slowly — stands still. There is a stillness about it at the same time that there is the possibility of intense light. It is the moment of the longest days; yet astrology makes it ruled by the Moon; waiting until one more sign to glorify, in Leo, the creative radiance of the Sun.



“. . . All great sacraments come when there is a pause, silence and tremor. Man possessed by God, or by the Beloved, is at first overwhelmed by the union. Everything must be reconsidered, all mo­tion and motives reversed.


“And in those short intense nights when the Feast of St. John is celebrated there may be tumult in the outer world, but there is stillness in the Holy Place where Night unfolds Day, and Life is conceived anew.
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THE FULL MOON OF CANCER

by Natalie N. Hammond

“The mass movement towards liberty, release and light, so dominant today, is caused by the entry of this sign of Cancer.”

The Tibetan

As the foremost thinkers of our time are energised today by the incoming influence of Aquarius, so are the masses stimulated by the energy of Cancer. This does not mean that individual Cancerians are unable to respond to the New Age influence. Generally speaking, it is true that they find it more difficult to do so, but there are notable exceptions, and where these exist, the basic Cancerian quality is a steadying and a healing gift to the testing times of the entry of Aquarius.


Each monthly influence is a specialised sub-influence within the whole Zodiac. These twelve qualities have been made intelligible to us through the Ageless Wisdom teachings, which relate these mighty Powers to the twelve Gates of Revelations. These are seen as “entrances” for these Energies from levels beyond our Solar System; each of which may be contacted as we work, study, meditate and contemplate during the three days of the Full Moon period of any month.
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Knowledge of these twelve basic qualities helps us to understand the difficulties as well as to be aware of the nobler characteristics brought out in people by the Sun in a particular sign, or that same sign being otherwise accentuated in their horoscope.


We should remember also to relate what we may know of the prevailing monthly sign to the overall approaching influence of Aquarius, seeing to what degree they may blend with either ease or difficulty. For instance, in what we might call those who are less experienced from soul level — namely the average and typical Cancerian and Aquarian, who, though they may be good for each other’s evolution, do not exactly hit it off - the sensitive or (at that level) the touchy crab, quickly retires into a shell through too ruthless handling by the Aquarian in the interests of progress, not being the Cancerian’s strong suit.
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Man is the receiver of energies that
originate from a more central point
of the galaxy.

‘The Seven Rays, the Constellations,

and the Planets of the Solar System
have their correspondences in Man

Some astrologers believe in a direct influence
or transmission of energy from a planet to its
equivalent human force-field. Others view
astrological phenomena as an acausal,
synchronous consequence of the Law of
Correspondences: AS ABOVE, SO BELOW.
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