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Chapter 1 Childhood Memories

Lizette sat on her bed thinking about all that had happened. She knew she could talk to her uncle, two androids, and the ship’s computer with just her mind. Just by thinking about it. Her world had been forever changed when she was just a child. She wasn’t alone. She was connected to other people who cared about her and she cared about.

She sighed. It was a lot to take in. One of the androids looked very much like her own mother. She wasn’t sure how to take that. She now knew her uncle had loved her mother as her father did. Her uncle loved her too. Somehow it was comforting. But she wasn’t sure about what he was doing with some of the women in his life.

For now she didn’t want to worry or even think about it. She had decided when he was doing something like that, she would just leave him alone. It would help if he would warn her about what he was going to do. Then she could focus on something else. There were times when it came as a shock to her.

She had thought to her uncle that decision. He had answered her back that he would warn her. She smiled. The memory faded as Lizette found herself sitting on her bed again. She had just woken up. She smiled to herself knowing that her uncle had kept his word. He had always told her when he was having a date. That was her cue to know privacy would be best for everyone. She was well aware that it could cause a problem when he was with someone else.

Over the years, that warning was enough to help her get used to her uncle’s ways. She no longer resented that part of him. He never gave her a hard time either for not wanting to be just like him in that way. If anything, she sensed he didn’t know what to say on the subject. He didn’t want to bring it up in case it would upset her. But at the same time he would answer her questions if she had any as she was well aware of.

Lizette was well aware that her uncle and Starfire were having an affair. The teenage shook her head. Of course they were. They couldn’t hide it from her. Nor did they try. A shadow fell over the teenager and she looked up.

“I came because I thought you needed someone to talk to.”

Lizette nodded. “I know you’re not my mom, but I sometimes still forget.”

Starfire sat down at the desk. “I never knew her. I did see the message she sent your uncle and I knew I had to ask him why I looked like her.”

“He told you.”

“Yes. I think it broke his heart that she chose his brother over him.”

“Yet, he understood as she wanted a husband and not a playboy. He accepted her choice.”

Starfire smiled. “I think that’s it.”

Lizette nodded. “I know he loved her dearly and very much like my dad did. It was just very hard to take at the time.”

“Yes, I remember you were afraid he was your dad.”

“But he’s just my uncle.”

“I hope you don’t have a problem with what he and I do.”

Lizette shook her head. “It’s okay. That is between you two. I would rather stay out of it.” She sighed. “I get the sense that my uncle loves all those women he sees. Just not like what he had felt for my mom. From what I can tell, he treats them well. As well as he treats us.”

Starfire smiled. “I know he loves you too, but it’s not the same thing at all.”

Lizette laughed. “I know that. I’m special to him because I’m his niece and the daughter of a woman he couldn’t have.”

Starfire laughed. “I think Fred is afraid you’ll want to have the talk with him.”

Lizette shook her head. “Uh, I’ll pass on that. You and Starlover have given me enough to think about. I don’t think I’m ready to do anything like that even though I sometimes get urges.”

“Those urges are perfectly normal to have.”

“I know. It’s just biology. I understand that part. It’s the psychology part that I struggle with.”

“Ah! Yes, that would be a different thing. Well, you certainly don’t have to be like your uncle.”

Lizette smiled. “I don’t think I am like my uncle. I think I’m okay by myself.”

“There is nothing wrong with celibacy. Perhaps you just want one lover for your lifetime?”

Lizette blinked. “That doesn’t sound too bad. The same person for the rest of my life.”

Starfire hugged Lizette who hugged back.

“Lizette, it’s okay whatever you decide. Oh, and I don’t mind playing mom for a bit.”

They let go of each other.

Lizette smiled. “I guess I still need a mom sometimes.”

“You lost yours too young and I know I will never be pregnant and have a child of my own.”

“Are you okay with that?”

“Yes.” Starfire paused. “I don’t really care. Pregnancy doesn’t sound that great to me. Besides, I have enjoyed helping to raise you.”

Eric watched his new friend Lizette leave. He waved goodbye to her not knowing if he would ever see her again. To him, she was an angel who had come down from the heavens above. He smiled as he watched the ship leave the planet to return to the heavens above. He blinked. He turned to his parents. They smiled back at him.

Jaeson said, “You miss her already?”

Eric nodded.

Jaeson said, “I hope you will see her again someday. If you are meant to be together, I know you will find each other again.”

Raeanya said, “Just be patient. You two have a lot of growing up to do. It’s not the end. This is just the beginning of a long and beautiful friendship.”

Eric smiled. “She’s an angel who came down from heaven and I hope we will always be friends.”

His parents chuckled and held each other’s hands as they gazed into each other’s eyes. Eric was happy looking at them. He had no idea then of how much his life would change when he got older. The memory faded.

He sat on his bed in his room and smiled to himself. Certainly he had some good and happy childhood memories. But there were times when he had found himself missing Lizette. She was still an angel to him. He hadn’t told anyone but his parents that. Not that they had cared. If anything, they liked her too.

Over the years, he had followed Fred Mueller to get glimpses of Lizette. They tended to be in the news whenever there was an episode with Williams. That kind of news distressed the teenager. He didn’t want anything bad to happen to Lizette. He knew enough to know she enjoyed traveling as much as her uncle did.

Eric had sent a few messages to Lizette and she had answered him. Yet, he wasn’t sure she felt more than just friendship for him. He sighed. He knew they were young. He was in no rush. But he hoped she would take him sooner or later. For now he thought it better to wait. He knew his parents had become a couple when they were his current age.

He chuckled to himself. That was when the plague was raging throughout the colony and their parents had died. He could understand why they started so early. It was something they couldn’t help. But things almost went badly for them. Yet, they had stuck together even after that.

Eric was well aware that his mother had been raped by a vampire. He was amazed his parents were still together. He knew sometimes she couldn’t stand to be touched. So, he and his father would give her space and wait until she felt better. She usually did. Those times had become less frequent over the years. She was healing and grateful to the both Eric and his father.

Eric was pretty happy on Pluto with his parents. But there was a yearning growing inside of him. He knew it wasn’t good. It was only one thing which could make his life better. His parents knew what it was. He hoped they would let him go when the time came for him to leave and seek her out. The only one he knew to be an angel with green hair and green eyes.
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