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			Preface

			Every book begins with a seed, a burden placed by God within the heart. The pages that follow are not the product of human effort alone but the fruit of a message carried in prayer, born out of the ministry of the Word, and shaped by the Spirit’s gentle dealings. What you hold in your hands is not simply a teaching, but an invitation. It flows from a sermon, yet it points beyond one voice to the voice of the Shepherd Himself, calling His flock into deeper surrender, fuller life, and true divine order.

			The central theme is simple yet searching: Christ must reign. Not in theory, not in words only, but in reality—in the spirit, in the soul, and in the body of each believer. He must take the throne of the heart until every enemy within is subdued, until the house is filled with glory, until our lives echo with the testimony of His Lordship. This is the path from religion to revelation, from mixture to reality, from disorder to peace. It is the journey from the divided state of Table C to the fullness of Table D, where Jesus is truly enthroned.

			The message is not abstract. It touches the hidden corners of daily life. It reaches into our homes, our relationships, our work, our prayers. It asks us not only what we believe, but how we live, how we surrender, how we love. It calls us to practice daily enthronements, to cultivate hunger for God as health, to learn the voice of the Spirit, to unmask hypocrisy, to walk by the Spirit with the posture of the Cross, and to live in readiness for His coming. Each chapter unfolds like a step along this road, leading us further into Christ.

			The aim of this book is not to add to our knowledge but to lead us into encounter. These words are meant to convict and comfort, to stir and steady, to call and console. They are written in hope that as you read, you will hear more than sentences—you will hear the Spirit’s whisper. For the Spirit’s longing is not only to inform but to transform, not only to instruct but to enthrone Christ in every heart.

			Beloved reader, come to these pages with openness. Lay aside distraction, silence the noise, and let the Spirit speak to you. Do not read in haste but linger, allowing the words to press deep. Bring your questions, your struggles, your longings, and lay them before the Lord as you read. Let each chapter be a step of surrender, a prayer of dedication, a fresh enthronement of Christ within.

			If you take this journey sincerely, you will not leave unchanged. For where Christ reigns, life abounds. Where He is enthroned, order is restored. Where He fills the house, glory shines. May this book serve as a gentle guide on the road from self to Christ, from religion to revelation, from ruin to recovery. And may it lead you into the joy and peace of declaring with your life as well as your lips: Jesus Christ is Lord.

		

		
		

		
		

	
		

		
			Introduction – The King Must Reign

			There are moments in life when we sense that all is not as it should be within us. We may profess faith, sing with conviction, and even serve with zeal, yet beneath the surface there remains a restlessness, a quiet war where the soul still resists the Spirit. It is as if Christ has entered our house but has not yet taken His rightful seat upon the throne. This tension between confession and reality is not a small matter, for Scripture declares with clarity, «He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.» These enemies are not first found in the world outside but in the chambers of our own inner life. Pride, self-will, anger, impatience, duplicity—these are the adversaries that must be subdued if Christ is to reign in truth and not in name alone.

			Imagine David at Ziklag. When all seemed lost, the Scripture says he recovered all. That picture is more than history, it is prophecy. In Christ, God has recovered what was lost at Eden, and yet many of us live as though the spoil were still in the hands of the enemy. The Lord calls us to rise, to lay hold of what Christ has already won, and to demonstrate it in the ordering of our inner life. What God has recovered in Christ must now be recovered in us.

			There is a pathway from disorder to divine order, and it passes through the Cross. Pastor Xutene Wanakaija has spoken of the four tables: the first showing man as God created him in perfect order; the second revealing man in disorder after the Fall; the third, the believer born again yet still ruled by the old soul; and the fourth, the man in whom Christ has been enthroned, restoring the order of spirit, soul, and body. This movement from the third to the fourth table is the journey of every true disciple. Hebrews 12 stands as a bridge between them, for there God disciplines, prunes, and shakes us until only that which cannot be shaken remains. The Cross is not a punishment but a mercy, a tool to dethrone self and seat Christ where He belongs.

			In this journey, the Spirit speaks not first through thunder or visions but through what Scripture calls «intuition»—that inner knowing that belongs to the reborn spirit. Conscience agrees with it, communion flows from it, and together they direct the soul and body to serve under the Lordship of Christ. To neglect this order is to drift into hypocrisy, putting on the mask of religion while the heart remains unbowed. Yet when Christ is allowed to reign, there is no need for masks. Life flows with authenticity, and the fragrance of Jesus is sensed even in silence.

			Consider the words of Watchman Nee: «The greatest problem of the Christian is not sin but self.» This truth pierces us. We are quick to renounce sins, but slower to relinquish self-rule. The Lordship of Christ demands that we hand over the keys, not just of Sunday worship but of every room in the house of our being. It is here that Andrew Murray’s reminder strengthens us: «God does not merely give strength, He is our strength.» The transition is not accomplished by greater effort but by deeper surrender. Grace does the work as we yield.

			To embrace this path is to choose the narrow way, the way of the little flock. It is not crowded, but it is filled with peace. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness are on it, and their hunger is itself the evidence of life. If you find in yourself a longing for more of Christ, do not despise it—nurture it. It is the Spirit’s own cry within you, a sign that you are being drawn toward the fourth table, where Christ reigns without rival.

			Yet let us be honest: this journey is not accomplished in one prayer or one day. It is a daily enthronement, morning and night, a constant whisper of surrender: «Reign in me today, Lord Jesus.» Sometimes we stumble, sometimes we resist, yet He is patient and faithful. He works even in the shaking, for beneath every collapse He is laying a foundation that will not crumble. The storms come, but under His reign the house stands.

			There is also comfort in this: when He reigns, we are safe. Nothing comes to us without passing through His sovereign hand. The anxieties that once consumed us lose their grip, for we know that under His wings there is shelter. The enemies that once ruled us are subdued one by one as we bring them to the Cross. Anger bows, pride falls, duplicity is exposed, and in their place the fruit of the Spirit blossoms.

			This book is not a manual of theories but a journey of reconstitution. It calls us to let Christ recover in us all that was lost, to allow His Spirit to lead while the soul gladly serves and the body obeys. It is an invitation to move beyond the trap of religion into the freedom of revelation, to experience the reality that «if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.»

			Perhaps as you read these words, you feel a stirring, a recognition that you have dwelt too long at the third table, satisfied with being born again but not yet enthroning Christ. Do not be disheartened. The very awareness is grace calling you higher. The Spirit whispers, «Come further.» The Cross opens the way. The King is ready to reign. Will you let Him?

			Let this introduction not be read as a preface only, but as an invitation. As you turn these pages, may you encounter the living Christ who desires not only to dwell within you but to govern you, not only to forgive but to transform. May your heart echo the prayer of the psalmist: «Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. See if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.»

			And may we together recover all, until our inner house is filled with His glory and our lives testify in simplicity and power: Jesus Christ is Lord.

		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

	
		

		
			The King Who Must Reign

			It is written in the Scriptures, «For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet» (1 Corinthians 15:25). This is not a distant prophecy reserved only for the consummation of the ages; it is also the immediate call of God to every believer. Christ must reign not only in heaven, not only in the universe, but within the very citadel of the human heart. Until His reign becomes reality in the inner man, our confession of His Lordship remains incomplete. The words may be true, but their demonstration is lacking. The true victory of the Cross is not seen merely in songs sung or doctrines believed, but in lives where Christ has subdued the hidden enemies within.

			These enemies are often disguised. They do not always appear as open rebellion or scandalous sin. Sometimes they are clothed in religious garments, hidden beneath noble intentions or polished manners. Pride may disguise itself as dignity, stubbornness may masquerade as conviction, fear may present itself as caution, and selfishness may hide under the cloak of ministry. Yet however they present themselves, they resist the reign of the King. Christ does not seek to share His throne with these intruders; He comes to cast them down until He alone governs the spirit, the soul, and the body.

			The battleground, then, is not first the world outside us but the inner territory of our being. Many believers exhaust themselves fighting enemies on the outside while leaving untouched the rebellion that dwells within. But Scripture is plain: the enemies to be subdued are first inward. The lust of the flesh, the pride of life, the vanity of self, the duplicity of the heart—these must bow. The Cross that conquered Satan at Calvary is the same Cross that now comes to conquer self in us. Only as the inner enemies are put under His feet can we testify that the King reigns indeed.

			Consider again the figure of David, a man after God’s heart. When he was driven into the wilderness and the crown seemed far from him, God was preparing a deeper throne. Before David sat upon the throne of Israel, he first allowed God to establish His throne within him. His psalms reveal the warfare of the soul, the cries of repentance, the declarations of trust, and the vows of surrender. David’s outer kingdom was established only after God reigned in his heart. In the same way, Christ seeks to rule us inwardly before He manifests His reign outwardly through us.

			The order of God is simple: spirit, soul, body. The spirit, quickened by the Holy Spirit, receives the will of God. The soul, composed of mind, will, and emotions, is to serve under the spirit. The body is to follow as an obedient servant. But since the Fall, this order has been reversed. The body pulls the soul, the soul commands the spirit, and confusion reigns. Salvation begins the recovery, but if the soul is not dethroned, the disorder persists. Christ must reign to restore the divine order: the spirit governing by the Spirit of God, the soul submitted, and the body obedient. This is not theory; it is the practical reality of Lordship.

			

			Yet this reign does not come without cost. The Cross stands as the great divider. It severs the reign of self and enthrones Christ. It brings to death the pride of independence, the arrogance of self-rule, and the illusion of autonomy. The soul resists this death, for it has long sat upon the throne. But if Christ is to reign, the soul must yield. Hebrews 12 tells us that God disciplines us as sons. His discipline is not cruelty but mercy, leading us from self-rule to the reign of Christ. He shakes what can be shaken so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Through chastening, pruning, and trial, He prepares the throne of the heart for His Son.

			Perhaps you feel the struggle within yourself even now. You confess Christ as Lord, yet you sense the tug of self-will, the rebellion of hidden desires, the duplicity of half-hearted surrender. Do not despair. The very awareness of this conflict is evidence that the Spirit is at work, pressing the question of Lordship upon you. Christ does not despise the struggle; He uses it to expose the enemy and to bring it under His feet. The reign of Christ is not established in one sweeping moment but in daily surrender. Each act of obedience, each yielding of the will, each prayer of submission extends His reign deeper into your being.

			Tozer once wrote, «The Lord will not save those whom He cannot command.» This word cuts to the heart. Salvation and Lordship are inseparable. To call Him Savior while withholding obedience to Him as Lord is to create a divided gospel. The King must reign, and He will reign, until every enemy within is brought low. We may resist for a time, but He is patient, persistent, and faithful. His reign is not oppressive but liberating. Where He rules, peace flourishes, love abounds, and holiness grows.

			The reign of Christ is also our safety. When He sits upon the throne, no enemy can overthrow us. The battles may rage, storms may come, but under His reign we are secure. Like a city with strong walls and gates of bronze, the soul ruled by Christ stands firm. Nothing can enter except what He allows, and all that He allows He transforms for good. Anxiety loses its power, fear is cast out, and hope anchors the heart. His reign is not only authority but protection.

			Let us not mistake, however, the scope of this reign. It is total. He seeks to reign over our thoughts, our motives, our desires, our relationships, our time, and our possessions. He does not accept partial sovereignty. He is not satisfied to be Lord of some things while we reserve others for ourselves. If He is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all. This is not a harsh demand but a loving one, for only under His full reign do we find true life. Self-rule brings ruin; Christ’s rule brings restoration.
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