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From 1989 to 1993, the Parkside neighbourhood (located in East St. Louis, and Centreville), had a serial killer on the loose. Children were being murdered in horrifically gruesome ways, and the police were not making any headway in the murder cases. Locals were terrified, fearing that their child would be killed next. For years, the murderer roamed free – until one day, he was thankfully caught. His name was Lorenzo Fayne. 

At the time of the murders, the police department was incredibly overwhelmed with other murder cases. East St. Louis had an average of 57 murders a year – and during the five-year span when Lorenzo was active, the area had had more than 250 murders in the area. Their homicide rate was the highest in the country. 

The murders that Lorenzo Fayne committed, were scattered throughout the Parkside area – and they were being separately investigated by three different police departments. The police departments were not communicating effectively, and if they had, they would’ve realized that there were distinct similarities with some of the child murders that happened in the neighbourhood. The killings also took place in a specific radius. At the time, the East St. Louis city police department had such a low budget, that they couldn’t even afford radios for their squad cars. This further crippled their inter-department communication, making it harder for them to work cohesively on the many murders in the area. The breakdowns in communication, only helped the murderers get away with their crimes, and did little to help the cases get solved. Predators like Lorenzo Fayne were able to roam free, their actions going unchecked. 

For four excruciating years, the police refused to believe that they had a serial killer on their hands, and in most of the murder cases, they refused to bring in outside authorities. The East St. Louis police chief had openly spoke out in the media, about how he believed his department was fully capable of handling the huge workload, and that there was no need to call in reinforcements. But this sentiment was not shared by everyone in the police department. Each day, there were constantly new murders to investigate. 
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