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Fall is my favorite time of the year.

All the leaves are turning and falling to the ground, twirling and dancing with each other on their way down. The walk along Main Street to my shop is a colorful parade each day. Leaves rustle as the wind blows them to trail behind my feet.

Shops have placed pumpkins, festively colored corn, scarecrows, and all other manner of seasonal decor in their windows. The candymaker, Mx Cornetta, has already opened for the day and is out with a plate of samples. They're always wearing a long dress and an apron embroidered with seasonal designs, with their red hair pulled up in a high bun.

"Hello, Cornetta," I say, taking an orange-colored square from the plate, which has a variety of sweets. Some are even made to look like spiders and enchanted to move when you try to grab one.

"Good morning, Aren," they say with their full and bell-like voice.

As I carry on, I pop the sweet into my mouth. The spice of cinnamon and sweetness of pumpkin bursts on my tongue. I enjoy the lingering warmth of the spices while I walk.

My next stop is the cafe for my morning frozen coffee buzz. The inside of Cauldron's Bubble never seems to change. It's always got low lighting, with ceilings trimmed in fairy lights and branches and dangling beads.

The shop has a small assortment of books on divining arts, minerals and crystals, incense, and tarot cards. Madame Merle also offers tarot readings.

"Hey, Aren!" The baristo, Cole, grins and waves at me. Cole and his best friend Niko have been working at Cauldron's Bubble for a few years now.

"Hi, Cole." I wave back at him.

"The usual?"

"Add a dash of pumpkin spice today."
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