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“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”

Genesis 50:20
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Examples of Reader Responses
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​

The writings of Robert Lloyd Russell have received a warm reception by a wide variety of people as seen in the quotes below. His books have received 11 national and international literary awards. 

|||||   |||||

☆☆☆☆☆ “He writes clearly so that the material is easily understood by both clergy and laity... Very edifying to read.” ~ William J. Petersen, Emeritus Senior Acquisitions Editor for Baker Book House and Fleming H. Revell.

☆☆☆☆☆ “I loved the book... It is very well written and very understandable.” ~ Bob G., inmate 

☆☆☆☆☆ “I find it most inspirational... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent." ~ Evelyn Cox, homemaker 

☆☆☆☆☆ “First there was Tozer with “The Knowledge of the Holy,” and then Packer gave us “Knowing God,” and now Russell has taken us further.” ~ Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible [regarding “GOD’S NATURE: Sonlight Sunlight”] 

☆☆☆☆☆ “The definitive work on Psalm 1:3. Mr. Russell has a tremendous gift for analogy. The most impressive thing is the way he has built off of existing undeniable Scriptural concepts. I am very impressed with his use of certain Scriptures, such as with regard to trees being deceptive in appearance... His work is very interesting, very clear, and intensely practical.” ~ Ronald B. Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Theological Seminary [regarding “GOD’S CHILD: Like a Tree”] 

To 

All Believers

Who Love To Study

God’s Word
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Foundations
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Consider This Truth 

Jesus Christ is found in every one of the 66 books of the Bible. From January 6, 2013, through August 5, 2018, the author’s daily internet blog Abundant Life Now (https:// robertlloydrussell .blogspot .com/) ran a weekly series showing His presence in each book.

[image: image]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Relevance
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––––––––
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There is an old saying that in the Old Testament the New Testament lies concealed and in the New Testament the Old Testament is revealed. There is so much truth to that saying. 

––––––––
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The Genesis Gospel

Let us consider one example of how the New Testament is concealed in the first book of the Bible. There are arguably four main characters in the Book of Genesis. 

[1] In Genesis chapters 12-25 we find the life of Abraham. A main factor in Abraham’s life is divine grace from God. 

[2] In Genesis 24-26 we find the life of Isaac. He is an example of being selectively chosen by God.

[3] In Genesis 27-36 we find the life of Jacob. A great example of salvation by grace alone along with justification by faith. 

[4] In Genesis 37-50 we find the life of Joseph. He ultimately is a picture of glorification. 

When you contemplate the lives of these four men and God working in and through them, they represent the essence of salvation. In fact, salvation is a good one-word definition of the Bible’s content.

~ Note ~ 

There are a number of ways to see the Gospel in Genesis. One good explanation was written by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones.​[1] His work is based on chapters 3-12. He points out that this section may be the earliest foreshadowing of the Gospel.

––––––––
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Types In Scripture 

A type in Scripture (sometimes called a foreshadow) involves a historical event that illustrates a Biblical reality. A type is always less accurate (less detailed) than the reality it represents. A type represents something to come in the future. 

The Apostle Paul spoke of a type as “a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ” (Colossians 2:17). Shadows never show the complete picture of the real thing. 

At the time of occurrence, a type is not recognized – it can only be recognized as foreshadowing a future event after that future event happens. 

A type might be considered similar to the dawn before sunrise. It is a beginning representation, but not the real thing. 

A type might be considered similar to a photograph. It represents the scene but is not the scene. 

John the Baptist was a light but not the true light. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light” (John 1:6-8). 

Jesus spoke of Jonah as a type. “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40). 

In a more contemporary illustration, a type might be thought of like the prototype automobiles on new car testing grounds. They are typically disguised with black and white patterned paint, which effectively obscures the details of the vehicle. 

Genesis contains many types and prophecies. One of the most amazing is found in the historical account of Joseph. Arguably, Joseph is the clearest type of Christ in Scripture. 

~ Quote ~ 

“The most complete type of the Lord Jesus Christ is in the Book of Genesis. His name was Joseph... the record is inexhaustibly rich. There are far more similarities and parallels showing Joseph as a type of Christ than probably any other person or event in the Old Testament.”​[2] 

––––––––
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Four Witnesses to Christ 

Jesus said, “If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true. You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved. He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light. But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish — the very works that I do — bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. But you do not have His Word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe. You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 

“I do not receive honor from men. But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you. I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God? Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you — Moses, in whom you trust. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” (John 5:31-47). 

In this passage Jesus defends Himself by pointing to four witnesses. 1) John the Baptist; 2) many signs and miracles; 3) God, the Father; and 4) the Scriptures (Old Testament). These four prove His identity and His role in the Triune Godhead. 

Remember that in the Old Testament the truth was proved by two or three witnesses. 

“One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established” (Deuteronomy 19:15; see also Deuteronomy 17:6).

In the New Testament Jesus re-established this concept. 

“Moreover, if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector” (Matthew 18:15-17; see also Hebrews 10:28, 2 Corinthians 13:1, and 1 Timothy 5:19-20). 

A Fifth Witness 

Later Jesus tells us of a fifth witness to His claim to divinity: “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning” (John 15:26-27). 

Quote 

“In Joseph’s character and experience we have a wonderful type of our Lord Jesus Christ. His life shines forth from the pages of Holy Scripture as practically flawless. It is not that he was sinless, for he had the same corrupt nature that any other child of Adam has, but it has not pleased God to speak of any flaws or blemishes which His holy eye may have discerned in this devoted servant, but He has rather emphasized Joseph’s faithfulness and practical godliness.”​[3] 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Have you previously studied types in the Old Testament? 

~2~ How do you feel about comparing a human with Jesus Christ? 

~~~a~ Have you considered that while there are many similarities, no type is perfect and there are always some clear differences?

~~~b~ If in a small group, discuss. 
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Quotes
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“One cannot fail to see in the history of Joseph one of the most remarkable types of the Lord Jesus.” —John Nelson Darby​[4]

“There is not in Scripture a more perfect and beautiful type of Christ than Joseph.” —Charles Henry Mackintosh​[5] 

“More chapters [of Genesis] are devoted to Joseph than to Abraham or Isaac or to anyone else. ... There is no one in Scripture who is more like Christ, in his person and experiences than Joseph.” —J. Vernon McGee​[6] 

“Joseph figures Christ first in suffering, then in glory; like Christ “hated without cause”; dreams of earthly glory; sold to the Gentiles and carried to Egypt.” —Walter Scott​[7] 

“While Joseph, the fullest image of Christ, suffers not for sin, but for righteousness’ sake, and attains supremacy over the world, and fullness of blessing from the Almighty One, his strength.” —F.W. Grant”​[8] 

“The chief reason why the life of Joseph is described with such fulness of detail is because almost everything in it typified something in connection with Christ. ... the fullest and most striking of all these typical personage was Joseph.” —Arthur W. Pink​[9] 

“The story of Joseph is beyond a doubt the clearest type of the personal ministry and exaltation of Christ to be found anywhere in the Old Testament.” —Martin R. Dehaan, M.D.​[10] 

––––––––
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Scripture

“And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him” (Acts 7:9). 

“As your fathers did [to Joseph], so do you [to Jesus]. Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers” (Acts 7:51b-52). 
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Types of Types
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Consider this quote from Clarence Larkin.​[11] 


The writer to the Hebrews tells us that the types are but the “shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the thing” (Hebrews 10:1). That is, the Old Testament types are but shadows. But there cannot be a shadow without the real thing to make it. 



And a shadow is not the very image of the thing, for a shadow is out of proportion, and is an imperfect representation of the thing it reveals. So the Old Testament Types are shadows in the sense that they are not the real thing, and are but imperfect revelations of it.



A type then is some person, or event, or ceremony that is recorded to foreshadow some future person, or event, or ceremony. For illustration:



~1~ TYPICAL PERSONS, like Adam, Cain, Abel, Melchizedek, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, and Jonah.



~2~ TYPICAL EVENTS, like the Flood, the Plagues of Egypt, the Passover, the Brazen Serpent, Crossing the Jordan, and the Cities of Refuge.



~3~ TYPICAL CEREMONIES, like the Offerings, Ceremonial Cleansing, Feasts, Year of Jubilee, and the Day of Atonement.



To which might be added – Typical Structures like the Ark, the Tabernacle, the Temple. Typical Furniture like the Brazen Altar, the Laver, the Seven Branched Candlestick, the Table of Shewbread, the Altar of Incense, and the Ark of the Covenant with its Mercy Seat. Typical Colors like Blue, Red, White, Purple, Scarlet, Green. Typical Numbers like one, three, four, seven, twelve, forty.



In studying types consider two comparative words AS and SO which are forcibly called to our attention. The word AS is used for the type, and the word SO for the antitype. The first is historic; the second is prophetic.





For many years I have considered Joseph to be type of Jesus from an intellectual point of view. Several times I have read of respected scholars saying that there are over 100 ways in which this is true. One example is A.W. Pink who in his book Gleanings in Genesis lists 101 specifics.

The problem my inquisitive mind has had is that lists of the ways Joseph is a type of Jesus usually only list about a dozen or two. So I began a personal journey to discover and list the ways that Joseph prefigures Jesus. 

[image: image]

I set out on a phrase-by-phrase study of the life of Joseph. This book is a compilation of what I found. In my quest I discovered over 200 similarities between the life of Joseph and the life of Jesus. Some of these similarities might not qualify as a type of the coming Savior. 

In overview, this is what I have discovered (and I’m sure I missed some):


	222  Direct similarities between Joseph and Jesus

	19  Additional indirect similarities

	241  Total similarities 
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The Back Story – Genesis 1:1-36
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The Book of Genesis records many important events prior to the account of Jacob and his sons, Joseph and his brothers. Some of the most significant events are listed below. 

1. Creation ~ 1:1-2:25 

The Bible opens with the historical account of creation (Genesis 1), the Garden of Eden (2:1-6), and the creation of man in God’s own image (2:7-25). 

2. The Sin Nature of Man Is Revealed ~ 3:1-6:7 

Adam and Eve fail the first time they are tempted (chapter 3). The first murder takes place as Cain kills his brother Abel (4:1-15). The genealogy of Adam is provided (chapter 5). The wickedness of man continues to prevail (6:1-7). 

3. A Righteous Man Appears ~ 6:8-9:17 

One man – Noah – stands out (6:8-9). He builds the ark as guided by God (6:13-22), the flood comes (chapter 7), and a small portion of life on earth is saved (8:1-19). God provides a covenant with mankind (8:2-22) and gives mankind the covenant of the rainbow (9:1-17). 

4. Descendants of Noah ~ 9:18-10:32

The sons of Noah are listed (9:18-27), Noah lives to be 950 years old (9:28). The nations that are descendants of Noah are listed (chapter 10). 

5. The Tower of Babel and More Descendants ~ 11:1-26 

Following the Tower of Babel (11:1-9) more descendants of Noah are listed (11:10-26). 

6. The History of Abraham ~ 11:27-25:11 

Terah’s descendants including Abram are listed (11:10-32), a historical record of Abram (12:1-13:18), the record of Lot (14:1-17), Abram and Melchizedek (14:18-24), more history of Abram (15:1-18:33), Sodom’s great sinfulness and consequences (19:1-29), the descendants of Lot (19:30-38), Abraham and Abimelech (chapter 20), the account of Isaac, Hagar, Ishmael, and Abimelech (chapter 21), Abraham acts in faith ready to sacrifice his only son Isaac (chapter 22), Sarah’s passing and burial (chapter 23), Isaac’s bride (chapter 24), the closing of Abraham’s life on earth (25:1-11). 

7. The History of Isaac and His Sons ~ 25:12-36:43 

A listing of the descendants of Ishmael and Isaac (25:12-28), Esau sells his birthright (25:29-34), Isaac and Abimelech (chapter 26), Isaac blesses Jacob and Esau loses out. Jacob escapes (chapter 27:1-29). 

8. The History of Jacob ~ 28:1-35:22a 

Jacob’s flight to Mesopotamia (28:1-9), his dream at Bethel (28:10-22), the daughters of Laban (29:1-30:43), Jacob and Rachel (29:1-14), marriages to Leah and Rachel (29:15-30), Jacob has children (29:31-30:24), Jacob’s agreement with Laban (30:25-43), Jacob’s escape to Canaan (31:1-33:20), his interactions with Laban (31:1-42), they make a covenant (31:43-55), Esau comes to Jacob (32:1-21), and a divine wrestling match (32:22-32). 

Jacob and Esau meet (33:1-17), Jacob at Shechem (33:18-20), Jacob and Dinah (chapter 34), Jacob returns to Bethel (35:1-15), and the death of Rachel – Joseph’s mother (35-16-22a). 

“Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: the sons of Leah were Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun; the sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin; the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maidservant, were Dan and Naphtali; and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's maidservant, were Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Padan Aram” (Genesis 35:22b-26). 

The death of Jacob’s father Isaac occurs (35:27-29), and more descendants are listed (chapter 36). 

|||||   |||||

9. The History of JOSEPH ~ 37:1-50:26 

The last section of the Book of Genesis is where the events of Joseph’s life are recorded. 

Comments 

[1] The four main patriarchs in the Book of Genesis are:

~~~a~ Abraham (Abram) – chapters 12-25 

~~~b~ Isaac – chapters 12-25 

~~~c~ Jacob – chapters 26-36 

~~~d~ Joseph – chapters 37-50 

[2] As the first Hebrew patriarch (and the first patriarch of the human race), Abraham is revered throughout the Jewish nation. Interestingly, he is still revered today in all three of the world’s greatest religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Abraham is the father of all patriarchs. 

[3] The central character in the historical account of Genesis is God. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

Which character recorded in Genesis 1-36 do you identify with most? 

––––––––
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Following Events 

The historical account of Joseph takes up the rest of the Book of Genesis and he is the topic of this book – as a type or foreshadow of Jesus Christ. 
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Understand This
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~ Important Editor’s Note ~

––––––––
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This book can be read as a fast read, a moderate read, or a slow read.

––––––––
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Background 

For much of his career Robert Lloyd Russell was a management consultant to a wide range of corporate executives. A major reason for his effectiveness in this role was the ability to reduce complex topics into simple explanations. 

After studying issues, he would present his findings in a concise way. If there was a lack of clarity, discussion would follow. The findings then moved to required practical applications.

He continues that trait in his Christian writing. 

As an internationally award-winning Christian nonfiction author he tends to write in a similar way, utilizing a minimum of words and utilizing mainly Scripture. He holds a strong belief that it is the Word of God combined with the Spirit of God that changes an individual’s thinking and lifestyle. 

Main chapters follow this pattern of a short summary sentence or two at the start of each chapter. For the reader who would like more clarity he then presents Scripture and his own notes. Chapters then conclude with practical applications. 

––––––––
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Ways to Read 

In light of the above, there are several different ways to approach the reading of this book. 

[1] A Fast Read ~ There is a summary statement immediately following each chapter title which provides the big picture. If the summary statement is clear, a reader can move to the next chapter. Near the end of the book these summary statements are listed in the chapter “Appendix B: Chapter Overviews.”  

[2] A Moderate Read ~ This is accomplished when moving from the summary statement to the “Think and Grow” section at the end of each chapter. 

[3] A Slow Read ~ Reading carefully in a more devotional style, beginning with the summary statement, reading the supporting Scripture verses and comments, and the Think and Grow section. This is ideal for the contemplative person or for use in a small group.

Whatever your preferred reading style, we trust this book will be a significant blessing to you. 
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1

Son of Abraham – Matthew 1:1-2
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––––––––
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Joseph and Jesus were both descendants of Abraham.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers” (Matthew 1:1-2).

Comments 

[1] Earlier in the historical account of Jacob he was commanded to journey to Padam Aram to obtain a wife. In fact, the Book of Genesis is the only place Padan Aram (“field” or “plain”) is mentioned in Scripture (28:2-7; 31:18; 35:9, 26; 46:15). It is generally believed to be located in northern Mesopotamia. 

[2] Jacob had twelve sons: (1) Reuben, (2) Simeon, (3) Levi, (4) Judah, (5) Dan, (6) Naphtali, (7) Gad, (8) Asher, (9) Issachar, (10) Zebulun, (11) Joseph, and (12) Benjamin. 

[3] Jacob’s fourth son, Judah (“thanksgiving,” “thank God,” or “praise”) established the kingdom of Judah. This is where the term Jew originates.

[4] The historical account of Jacob, later renamed “Israel” (Genesis 32:28), accounts for half of the Book of Genesis (26 of 50 chapters). 

[5] Joseph’s mother was Rachel who also gave birth to Benjamin, the youngest of the twelve brothers. 

[6] The number twelve appears many times in Scripture – well over 150 times. Here are a few examples: twelve sons of Jacob who became the twelve tribes of Israel, twelve princes, twelve apostles, twelve pillars erected by Moses, twelve jewels in the breastplate of the high priest, twelve plates made of silver, twelve springs of water at Elim, twelve bulls, and in the final book of the Bible we find the twelve gates and twelve kinds of fruit on the tree of life. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham... So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations” (Matthew 1:1, 17). 

Comments 

[1] Reading genealogies is like reading a phone book, a great cast but not much plot. However, in Scripture genealogies are very important since they establish important blood lines.

[2] God made some extremely important promises concerning the descendants of Abraham. In the passage immediately below, we find seven important promises.

“Now the Lord had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. (1) I will make you a great nation; (2) I will bless you and (3) make your name great; and (4) you shall be a blessing. (5) I will bless those who bless you, and (6) I will curse him who curses you; and (7) in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’” (Genesis 12:1-3). 

[3] The Apostle Paul refers to Genesis 12:3 in his letter to the Galatians. 

“Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? — just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’ Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be blessed.’ So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham” (Galatians 3:5-9). 

[4] Later after Abraham showed great faith in being willing to sacrifice his only son, we read: 

“Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: ‘By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son — blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice’” (Genesis 22:15-18). 

[5] These promises were fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ—the Messiah, the descendant of Abraham who completes the promises God made to Abraham.

[6] Abraham was best known for his faith demonstrated by his willingness to sacrifice his only son – a tremendous test of faith! (Genesis 22:1-19). This is perhaps the clearest of all “types” in the Old Testament—foreshadowing the coming Messiah whom God the Father was willing to sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ How strong is your faith in God’s promises? (1-10) 

~2~ Do you see how Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of Genesis 12:1-3 – that He is the fulfillment of God’s blessings for you, for me, and for all people of all nations? 

~3~ Do you really believe that the Christian life is meant to be a life of faith from start to finish (not just faith at the point of initially receiving Jesus Christ as Savior)? 

~4~ If you are a believer, do you understand that you are a son of Abraham? 
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2

Miraculous Birth – Genesis 30:22-24
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––––––––

[image: ]


Joseph and Jesus were both born under miraculous circumstances.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. And she conceived and bore a son, and said, ‘God has taken away my reproach.’ So she called his name Joseph” (Genesis 30:22-24a). 

Comments 

[1] Joseph’s birth was a miracle as his mother Rachel had been barren. She is impatient with the timing of God and decides on an alternate plan to give birth by proxy. Not totally unusual in the culture, she sends her husband to intimacy with her servant Bilhah so that Bilhah might have a child – a child that will become Rachel’s, somewhat like adoption today.

“So she said, ‘Here is my maid Bilhah; go in to her, and she will bear a child on my knees, that I also may have children by her.’ Then she gave him Bilhah her maid as wife, and Jacob went in to her. And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. ‘Then Rachel said, “God has judged my case; and He has also heard my voice and given me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan’” (Genesis 30:3-6). Later Bilhah has a second son, Naphtali.

But our sovereign God had different plans: “Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. And she conceived and bore a son, and said, ‘God has taken away my reproach.’ So she called his name Joseph, and said, ‘The Lord shall add to me another son’” (Genesis 30:22-24). Later she has a second son, Benjamin. 

[2] Throughout Scripture we find that God opens the wombs of a number of barren women. Consider the following examples:


	Abraham’s wife Sarah (Genesis 18:10-14)

	Manoah’s wife – the mother of Samson (Judges 13:2-3)

	Samuel’s mother Hannah (1 Samuel 1:20)

	Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:14-17)

	The Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:18; see also Luke 1:34-37 and Galatians 4:4)









The unnamed wife of Manoah gave birth to a son, Samson. 

~  Editor’s Note ~ 

The author has written a book entitled “SAMSON: Spirit-Controlled to Self-Centered,” eBook ISBN: 979-8215866122, ASIN: B0BSZZSY8J; or print edition ISBN: 979-8223612964, approximately 240 pages. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS CHRIST ~ 

“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said to her, ‘Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women’!” (Luke 1:26-28; see also Matthew 1:18). 

“Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.’ 

“Then Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I do not know a man?’ 

“And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God... For with God nothing will be impossible.’ 

“Then Mary said, ‘Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your Word.’ And the angel departed from her” (Luke 1:30-38). 

Comments 

[1] The virgin birth is one of the absolute essential truths of Christianity. 

[2] Speaking for God, the angel Gabriel told Mary, “Blessed are you among women.” This verse is often misquoted or misunderstood to elevate Mary above other women. 

[3] Christ’s miraculous birth is also recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ 

“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’ 

“Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus” (Matthew 1:18-25). 

[4] In the genealogy of Jesus Christ the wording is precise. “Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ” (Matthew 1:16). In all the other instances in the genealogy it makes clear the masculine lineage, but in this one birth it states He was born of Mary. 

[5] Christ’s virgin birth was the fulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy by Isaiah. “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). 

[6] In the letter to the Galatians we find the Apostle Paul affirming the virgin birth. “When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

Have you spent a significant period of time meditating on the role and especially the power of the Spirit of God? 

~1~ Why not spend some time right now contemplating Genesis 1:2? “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”

~2~ How about in stillness contemplate Luke 1:35? “The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God’.” 

~3~ What role do you think the Spirit of God has in 2 Timothy 3:16-17? “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

~4~ Also consider John 16:13. “When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth.” 
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3

Their Names – 30:22-24
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––––––––
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The names of Joseph and Jesus have some similar root aspects.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH (Yosef) ~ 

“Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. And she conceived and bore a son, and said, ‘God has taken away my reproach.’ So she called his name Joseph, and said, ‘The Lord shall add to me another son’” (Genesis 30:22-24). 

Comments 

[1] The English name Joseph is derived from the Hebrew verb yasaf which means “to increase.”

[2] “So she called his name Joseph, and said, ‘The Lord shall add to me another son’.” His mother was deliberate in naming him. 

[3] A key event in the Biblical account of the life of Joseph is that he provided deliverance for his family and a great many others from a terrible famine. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS (Yeshua) ~ 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.’ And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ 

“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with us.’ 

“Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus” (Matthew 1:18-25). 

Comments 

[1] The English name Jesus is derived from a Hebrew verb Yeshua which means “to deliver” or “to rescue” or “saves.” Today’s equivalents are Jesus or Joshua. 

[2] The name Joshua comes from the Hebrew name “Yehoshua” which means “God is deliverance.” 

[3] The angel of the Lord said His name was Immanuel (God with us). They named Him Jesus. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ In Biblical times the meaning of a name was very important. Have you ever looked up the meaning of your name? 

~~~a~ Does your name fit you? 

~~~b~ Is there a name that you are aware of which would fit you better? 

~2~ Immanuel means “God with us.” Can you honestly say that God is with you? 

~~~a~ Does the Spirit of God live within you? Jesus said, “I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever — the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:16-18). 

~~~b~ Is your name found in the Book of Life? “This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14b-15). 
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Multiple Names – 30:22-24, 41:42-45a 
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––––––––
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Both Joseph and Jesus were given additional names.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

~ His Birth Name ~ 

“She [Rachel] called his name Joseph, and said, ‘The Lord shall add to me another son’” (Genesis 30:24). 

~ His Royal Name ~ 

“Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. And he had him ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried out before him, ‘Bow the knee!’ So he set him over all the land of Egypt. Pharaoh also said to Joseph, ‘I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.’ And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-Paaneah” (Genesis 41:42-45a). 

Comments 

[1] Joseph’s birth name means “adding to” or “may he add” or “increasing.”

[2] Joseph’s royal name, Zaphnath-Paaneah, is an Egyptian name and is thought to mean “revealer of secrets” or “to whom secrets are revealed.” Some believe the meaning is “support of life” or “savior of the world.” 

[3] The name Zaphnath-Paaneah only appears one time in Scripture. This may be indicative that Joseph continued to know his real identity was Hebrew and that he needed to worship the One true God. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

Although Jesus is known by many names, the most prominent are Jesus and Christ. 

Comments 

[1] Jesus (Greek origin) has a root name of Joshua and means “the Lord is salvation.” Notice a verse from the Gospel of Matthew: “She will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 

Even His name Jesus implies that He is God for we read in Isaiah, “I, even I, am the Lord, and besides Me there is no Savior” (Isaiah 43:11), and “There is no other God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; there is none besides Me” (Isaiah 45:21b). 

[2] Christ (Hebrew origin) is a word meaning “anointed one” or “Messiah.” The clear implication is that He is the anointed Son of David. 

[3] The Bible clearly emphasizes that “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12 niv).

[4] Jesus certainly was an adder, multiplier, and great increaser. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Many people today have at least two names in addition to their family names. Have you looked into why you were given the names you have? 

~2~ Do you know the meaning of your names? 

~3~ Most importantly, is your name written down in the Book of Life (Revelation 20:11-15)? 
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Firstborn – 35:22-24 


[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


Joseph and Jesus were both firstborn children.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Now the sons of Jacob were twelve... the sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin” (Genesis 35:22b-24). 

“And of Joseph he [Moses] said: ‘Blessed of the Lord is his land, with the precious things of heaven, with the dew, and the deep lying beneath, with the precious fruits of the sun, with the precious produce of the months, with the best things of the ancient mountains, with the precious things of the everlasting hills, with the precious things of the earth and its fullness, and the favor of Him who dwelt in the bush. Let the blessing come ‘on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him who was separate from his brothers.’ His glory is like a firstborn bull, and his horns like the horns of the wild ox; together with them he shall push the peoples to the ends of the earth; they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh” (Deuteronomy 33:13-17). 

Comments

[1] In Biblical times the firstborn son was highly prized and inherited privileges and authority strictly because of his birth order. For example, in the Jewish culture of the day the firstborn son typically received a double inheritance. 

[2] Rachel had two sons, the first of whom was Joseph – he was Rachel’s firstborn. 

[3] Joseph’s “glory is like a firstborn bull.” The bull (or ox in some translations) is a symbol of strength. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

“He [the Son, Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the Church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence” (Colossians 1:13-18). 

“And she [Mary, the mother of Jesus] brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). 

“He [God, the Father] has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 

“We know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30). 

“From Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5a). 

Comments 

[1] Joseph was given special privileges by his father such as the colorful coat his father made for him. 

Jesus was also given special privileges by His Father, for example: “God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). 

[2] Today God has many children but Jesus Christ is His “only begotten Son” (John 3:16). 

[3] God has created all humans in His image (Genesis 1:26-27). 

[4] We who are alive today have the opportunity to become adopted children of God (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:4-5). 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ You are a child of God by creation, but are you an adopted child of God? 

~2~ Are you in a close enough relationship with God that you are able to cry out to your “Daddy?” 

“And because you are sons [and daughters], God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’ Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ” (Galatians 4:6-7). The word Abba is a term of nearness and relationship similar to a child calling Daddy or Mommy. 
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Viewed As Ordinary – 37:1
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––––––––
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Joseph and Jesus were both somewhat anonymous in early life.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan” (Genesis 37:1). 

Comment 

If Jacob’s father was unknown, it stands to reason that Jacob and his sons were also not well known. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

“He [Jesus] was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him” (John 1:10-11). 

Comments 

[1] The world did not recognize their Creator. 

[2] The Jews did not recognize their Messiah. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Do you know Jesus Christ personally – not just as a historical fact? 

Consider the rest of the passage quoted above: “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:10-13).

~2~ How much value do you place on really knowing God?

Consider words from the Apostle Paul: “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:7-11). 
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Shepherds – 37:2
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––––––––
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Both Joseph and Jesus were shepherds.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers” (Genesis 37:2a). 

Comments 

[1] Being a shepherd was an important occupation in Biblical times. 

[2] Shepherds had great responsibilities. Their overall mission was safety and provision for their flock. Safety from predators. Food and water for nourishment. Regular counting was important since sheep tended to wander away from the flock. A good shepherd was concerned and protective of each and every sheep. 

[3] The shepherds milked their sheep and made cheese as part of their own diet. 

[4] In Biblical times some considered shepherds to be unclean. They were in constant contact with manure, smelly sheep, and the insects which surrounded animals. Some shepherds were scoundrels which adds significance to the One known as the Good Shepherd.

[5] Perhaps most importantly, the shepherds of that era developed a close relationship with each of the sheep in their care. In return the sheep learned to recognize the specific voice of their shepherd. 

[6] Shepherds were usually considered to be honest and therefore good messengers – a trait we see in the life of Joseph. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, and the Chief Shepherd! 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the Good Shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own” (John 10:11-14). 

“Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21). 

“Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away” (1 Peter 5:2-4). 

Comment 

It was shepherds who first visited the baby Jesus. 

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’ 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’ 

“So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.’ And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them” (Luke 2:8-20). 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Have you truly seen the Good, Great, and Chief Shepherd? 

~2~ Are you like the shepherds who first saw Jesus, glorifying and praising God? 

~3~ Are you excitedly waiting for the time “when the Chief Shepherd appears” again for His own sheep? 
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Exposé – 37:2
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––––––––
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Both Joseph and Jesus gave bad reports and exposed wrongdoing.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers... and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father” (Genesis 37:2b). 

Comments

[1] Joseph recognized a bad situation and acted appropriately even though he most likely realized there would be some negative consequences. 

[2] Joseph spoke truth in exposing the sinful behavior of others.

[3] Joseph was a true witness. 

––––––––

[image: ]


~ JESUS ~ 

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready. The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that its works are evil’” (John 7:6-7; see also Matthew 23:1-36 and John 7:7). 

Comment 

Jesus reported the truth and it would often end up with negative consequences. 

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Think through the situations in which Joseph and Jesus were placed. If it were you, what emotions do you think you would experience? 

~2~ Have you ever had to bring a bad report to another person’s superior? 

~~~a~ If so, what were the emotions you experienced? 

~~~b~ Did you experience negative consequences?

~~~c~ What effect did it have on your relationships? 
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Son of Old Age – 37:3 
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––––––––

[image: ]


Both Joseph and Jesus had Fathers who were very old.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age” (Genesis 37:3b). 

Comment 

Jacob was 91 years old at the time of Joseph’s birth. 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire” (Daniel 7:9). 

“I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14). 

“I was watching; and the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom” (Daniel 7:21-22). 

Comments 

[1] One of God the Father’s names is the “Ancient of Days.” 

[2] The Ancient of Days is directly related to eternity past. God is eternal – not only in the future, but He has existed from eternity past – before there was such a thing as time.

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

Old age is often associated with wisdom. Experience tends to make one wiser than the foolishness associated with youth. What bearing do you think experience and wisdom might have had on Jacob’s relationship with Joseph? 
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From Dry Ground – 37:3
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––––––––
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Both Joseph and Jesus came from what would be considered infertile conditions.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age” (Genesis 37:3a). 

Comment 

Old men do not normally have the ability to produce offspring, but God can do above what we ask or think.

“To Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21). 

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

“Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He [Jesus] shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him” (Isaiah 53:1-3). 

Comments 

[1] Isaiah 53 is widely known as one of the clearest prophecies of Jesus in the Old Testament. 

[2] “As a root out of dry ground.” I believe this is a word picture to indicate that Jesus would appear under difficult circumstances. 

[3] “As a tender plant.” Any gardener knows that such a plant in dry ground would have little chance of surviving or having sustainable life.

[4] “He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him” is an interesting passage in light of how portrayals of Jesus are almost always of a handsome attractive man. 

[5] A key point of this passage is that Jesus would not be like a well-watered plant in rich soil but rather more like a scrubby plant from an arid desert region. “There is no beauty that we should desire Him.” 

[6] This unbecoming plant “out of dry ground” will prove to be the life-giving root. 

Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the Word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples” (John 15:1-8). 

––––––––

[image: ]


THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Jesus apparently was not particularly attractive in appearance. Have you known someone who is not very attractive physically but has a deep and wonderful character and inner life? 

~2~ Have you ever prejudged someone by their external appearance? 

~3~ Are you sure that you are connected to the True Vine? 

~4~ Are you satisfied with the fruit you have produced by being connected to the True Vine?

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another” (Galatians 5:22-26). 

“You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8-11). 
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Coveted Robe – 37:3 
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––––––––

[image: ]


Both Joseph and Jesus wore a robe that was coveted by others.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors” (Genesis 37:3). 

Comments 

[1] It is clear that Joseph’s brothers were envious of this special robe, and they resented him because of the extra love he received from their father. 

[2] There have been various explanations regarding what this coat was. a) Some scholars believe it was a long robe with sleeves with colored fringes attached. b) Others believe this coat was simply threads of a variety of colors woven in a variegated manner. c) Still others think it was a patchwork of fabric of various colors (almost quilt-like). 

[3] In some cultures of the day a fancy robe was a sign of the future ruler of the family or clan. 

[4] A special colorful coat was worn as a sign of special privilege (e.g., 2 Samuel 13:18 and Judges 5:30). 

[5] The special coat was one way of distinguishing Joseph from his brothers. 

––––––––

[image: ]


~ JESUS ~ 

“When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. ‘Let's not tear it,’ they said to one another. ‘Let's decide by lot who will get it.’ This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, ‘They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.’​[12] So this is what the soldiers did” (John 19:23-24 niv). 

Comments 

[1] We read that at the foot of the Cross soldiers gambled for the right to pieces of Jesus’ robe. 

“‘Father, forgive these people,’ Jesus said, ‘for they don't know what they are doing.’ And the soldiers gambled for his clothing, throwing dice for each piece. The crowd watched. And the Jewish leaders laughed and scoffed” (Luke 23:34-35a tlb). 

[2] There is another special robe mentioned in the Bible that is associated with Jesus – a robe of righteousness. When a sinner turns to belief in Christ and puts his trust in Him, he becomes a saint and is then viewed by God the Father as being covered with the robe of the righteousness.

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its bud, as the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations” (Isaiah 61:10-11). 

––––––––

[image: ]


THINK AND GROW 

~1~ Of the three concepts of what Joseph’s robe was, which do you think is most likely? 

~2~ Regarding the most important robe in this chapter – the robe of righteousness – are you wearing it? 
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Loved by His Father – 37:3-4
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––––––––
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Joseph and Jesus were both deeply loved by their fathers.

––––––––
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~ JOSEPH ~ 

“Now Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers they hated him” (Genesis 37:3-4a).

Comment 

[1] Most parents have different expectations for their children based on their individual personalities, talents, and skills – but that does not mean they love any one of the children more than the others. In this portion of Scripture, we are clearly told that Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers. 

[2] A clear implication is that Jacob showed obvious, perhaps even blatant, favoritism to Joseph. 

[3] Resentment would be the typical human reaction. 

––––––––

[image: ]


~ JESUS ~ 

“When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17). 

Comment 

In the case of Jesus, He is clearly different than all His brethren. He deserves a special love from His Father.

[1] Jesus was the “only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16). 

[2] Jesus is literally God – a member of the Trinity. 

[3] Jesus was directly involved in the creation of the world. 

[4] It is Jesus who sustains the world in its orbit and in all other aspects. 

“Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the Church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence” (Colossians 1:15-18). 

[5] “That in all things He may have the preeminence.” 

––––––––

[image: ]


THINK AND GROW 

~1~ If you have children, do you find it appropriate to have different expectations for each? Explain. 

~2~ If you have children, do you find it easier to love one more than the others? Explain. 

~3~ Do you think it is appropriate to love one of your children more than the others? If in a small group discuss these three questions. 
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Hated Without Cause – 37:4
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––––––––

[image: ]


Both Joseph and Jesus were hated for no fault of their own.

––––––––

[image: ]


~ JOSEPH ~ 

“But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him” (Genesis 37:4). 

Comments 

[1] Sometimes problems come to humans through no fault of their own. It was not Joseph’s fault that his father loved him more deeply.

[2] His brothers “could not speak peaceably to him.” Their hatred was clear by the words they spoke to him. 

[3] He was envied, despised, and hated because of his father’s behavior. 

“And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him” (Acts 7:9).

––––––––
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~ JESUS ~ 

Jesus said, “They hated Me without a cause” (John 15:25b). 

“But Pilate answered them, saying, ‘Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?’ For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy” (Mark 15:9-10). 

“Pilate said to Him, ‘What is truth?’ And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, ‘I find no fault in Him at all’” (John 18:37). 

“Pilate then went out again, and said to them, ‘Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him’” (John 19:4). 

“Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, ‘Crucify Him, crucify Him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him’” (John 19:6). 
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