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			Dedication

			
		
    Jeremiah 2:14. Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled? The young lions roared upon him and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head. Hast thou not procured this unto thyself in that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way?


The people of Israel had got into a dreadful state of poverty and famine and oppression. Their enemies had so destroyed the land that it was full of lions that even yelled in the very streets where once men and women and children abounded. And God says to them, «Is not this the result of your own sin? Was it so when you lived near to me? Have you not brought this upon yourself by your sin?» So, child of God, if you are unhappy tonight if you are mourning if you cannot find comfort in the world no comfort in God either, «hast thou not procured this unto thyself? When thou didst live near to God, when prayer was continual, when thou didst watch thy conduct, when thou didst go softly asking God to guide thee from day to day, was it not better with thee then than now. Then thy peace was like a river and thy righteousness like the waves of the sea. If it be not so now, hast thou not procured this unto thyself in that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God when he led thee by the way?








— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction to the Book of Jeremiah and Lamentations
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The basic theme of the book of Jeremiah is to measure the people's faithfulness to God in a difficult environment. God condemns dishonest practices in the same context in which he condemns idolatry and religious hypocrisy, making it clear that this prophetic book is not only about religious problems but also about social and ethical issues. Jeremiah is concerned with faithfulness in religious, family, military, governmental, agricultural, and all other spheres of life and work. As workers today, we face a problem similar to that of the prophet's time. We are called to be faithful to God in the workplace, but it is not easy to follow God's ways in many workplaces.

Jeremiah had to deal with the unfaithfulness of almost all the people. They were all unfaithful to the Lord, from the kings and princes to the prophets, and yet they generally came to the temple, offered sacrifices, and called on the name of the Lord, even though they did not acknowledge God in their way of life in all other respects (Jer 7:1-11). They are the same as those who today attend church on Sundays and give their offerings, but live the rest of their lives as if God were not present.

Within the framework of faithfulness to God, the book of Jeremiah contains several passages directly related to work and many others that address the theme of faithfulness to God in all aspects of life, with clear implications for work.

Jeremiah does not present many new principles or commandments in his prophecies concerning work, but rather acknowledges those revealed in the earlier books of the Bible, especially in the Law of Moses. He rebuked God's people for not following the law and warned them that it would bring disaster upon them. When the disaster came, he taught them how to actually live God's law in their new - and depressing - situation. He also encouraged them with God's promise that He would eventually restore their joy and prosperity if they chose to return to faithfulness.

Although Jeremiah's words on work were spoken some six hundred years before the apostle Paul, they can be easily summarized in Colossians 3:23: "And whatever you do, do it with all your heart, as to the Lord and not to men”.
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Jeremiah and its Context
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Many of us find our jobs problematic, at least some of the time. One of the striking aspects of the book of Jeremiah is that the prophet's situation was extremely difficult. His workplace (among the elites who ruled Judah) was corrupt and hostile to the work of God. Jeremiah was in constant danger, but he was able to see the presence of the Lord in the most difficult situations. His perseverance reminds us that it is possible to learn to experience God's presence in the most problematic workplaces.

Jeremiah grew up in a small town called Anathoth, three miles northeast of Jerusalem, the capital of Judah. Although geographically close, the two communities were very different culturally and politically. Jeremiah was born into the priestly line of Abiathar, but did not have much standing among the priests in Jerusalem. Centuries earlier, Solomon had removed Abiathar's authority (1Ki 1:28-2:26) and replaced him with the Zadok priestly line in Jerusalem.

When God called him to be a prophet in Jerusalem, Jeremiah found himself in the midst of priests who did not accept his inherited priesthood. Throughout his long career in Jerusalem, he was a suspicious and unpopular outsider. People who face cultural, ethnic, racial, linguistic, religious, or other prejudices in their current workplaces can identify with what Jeremiah faced every day of his life.
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