

  

    

  




  Here's what people are saying about
 CRITICAL OF MYSTERY MARVEL . . .




  “Youssef Alaoui’s poems in Critics of Mystery Marvel are the exoskeletons of bullets, of bombs. Be careful, but proceed anyway. The barrage is not for harm, but for diversion: It is hiding a deep pool where lightning gathers in a broken heart, where silver shards of memory rise painful, but sweet in this poet’s voice. ‘If only my five fingers were dynamite/for when ‘I touched you I discovered/ your heart is a dark and gorgeous mountain… If we meet again/ and if I should hold you /this mountain will shudder and crumble.’”




  —Dian Sousa, author of 
 Lullabies for The Spooked and Cool (2004) and 
 The Marvels Recorded in My Private Closet (2014)




  “The Maghrebi artist is naturally surreal, as Algerian poet Habib Tengour says, and thus also ‘always elsewhere. And that is where he fulfills himself.’ As Youssef Alaoui does here, creating a poetry that uses his surrealist Maghrebi gaze to poke holes & illuminate the basic American Reel—& vice-versa. Fez shimmers in the Bay Area, and the Bay Area is a Fazi’s Fata Morgana. But you can touch it all, because it lives in the solid everyday real of these poems.”




  —Pierre Joris, author of Barzakh: Poems 2000-2012 (2014)




  “I have been following this wonderful poet-magician for a long time and have always admired how he continues to cross boundaries. In this new collection we’re taken on a tour of a complex and delightful mind.”




  —Neeli Cherkovski, author of
 Elegy For My Beat Generation (2018)
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  Published in the United States of America
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  DISCLAIMER:
 NOTE TO THE READER




  Viewing this eBook at a higher than optimal text size will cause the reading experience to be altered considerably. Since eBooks are formatted as reflowable text and have to work on many different screens and devices, it is impossible to guarantee that the poems will display as the poet intended. As such, some of the lines will display as multiple lines of text. When this occurs, the turn of the line will be marked with a slight indent, prompting the reader that this is a continuation of a previous line. In order to read the poetry as it was written, we suggest that you read this book at the default font size on your device. Please note, that spacing of some of the poems were either truncated or eliminated to accommodate reflowable text format. Please refer to the print edition of this book for a more accurate rendering of the poetry.■
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