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WARNING DISCLAIMER

This book is designed to provide helpful and informative material on prosperity, building a better life, and achieving your dreams.  It contains the opinions and ideas of its author on getting free stuff, including money.  It is sold with the understanding that the reader requires personal assistance or advice, a competent professional should be consulted.

It is not the purpose of this book to require every tip, tactic, and/or strategy that is available to a prisoner for achieving prosperity, but instead to compliment, amplify, and supplement other books.  You are urged to read all the available information and material, including any books listed throughout this work, learn as much as you can, and then develop your own strategies and work your own plan.

Getting free stuff (including free money) is not some pie-in-the-sky get-rich-quick scheme.  Anyone who wishes to achieve success must decide to invest a lot of time and effort into it.  The advice and strategies contained in this book may not be suitable for every situation.  The purpose of this book is to educate and entertain.  However, there will probably be errors, both typographical and in content.  Because of this, it should be used as a guide, and not the be-all, end-all book on getting free money and success for prisoners.  The fact that a website, business, organization, and/or association is listed or referred to in this book as a citation and/or a potential source of further information does not mean the author or publisher endorses the website, business, organization and/or Association, or what those entities may offer.  It should also be noted that the Internet websites listed, and other entities referred to, may have, by the time you are reading this warning, changed, disappeared, closed and/or dissolved.

Some terms mentioned in this book are known to be or are suspected of being trademarks of different entities.  Use of a term in this book should not be regarded as affecting the validity of any trademark or service mark.

The author and publisher specifically disclaim any responsibility for any liability, loss, or risk, personal or otherwise, which is included as a consequence, directly or indirectly, of the use and application of any of the contents of this book.
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​INTRODUCTION
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Who doesn’t love free stuff, especially free money?  I know I do.  Most of us prisoners received some, if not all, of the COVID-19 stimulus money passed out.  While that was great, you should know there are many other ways a prisoner can get free money.  Or other free stuff, like books or pen pals.  And in this book, I will give you some tips on how to get it.  It will then be up to you to take the steps to get some free money.




“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”          –Lao Tzu





At the beginning of the 2016 movie The Ticket the main character is telling his wife a story.  It’s relevant for our purposes.  A man prays and prays every day for 50 years asking God to let him hit the lottery.  Finally, one of the angels goes to God and asks him, “Sir, why don’t we let him hit the lottery?  He’s been faithful and prayed for 50 years.”  God replies, “I really want him to hit the lottery and I’d help him win.  But first he has to buy a ticket!”  Therein lies the moral of the story.  You have to buy the ticket you’ve been given.  You have to take action.  Everything in this book requires you to take action.  So, get up and do something.

“Nothing moves until you move.”

–Robert Ringer







Who I Am and My Role in Your Life

I’m a 43-year-old author serving a life sentence for felony murder.  I started doing time when I was 14.  On this bid I’ve been down since 1999.  I used to be in a gang in a central Illinois town.  I sold drugs and did armed robberies.  I was dumb as hell.  Even though we grew up poor in Section 8 housing and on food stamps so we could eat, I still had every opportunity to go down a different path.  I had a job offer to work at UPS.  I was in college to become an architect.  I also had a good paying job at a major distribution center in the Midwest.  But I couldn’t stay the course and the streets kept calling me.  So, I wound up back in jail fighting the death penalty.

While in the county jail my baby mama gave birth to beautiful twin girls, and it was then that I had to change my life.  At the bench trial in the year 2000, I received a directed verdict of acquittal when the State of Illinois refused to participate over an evidence dispute.  I was released, but eventually rearrested after the state successfully got the Not Guilty verdict vacated on appeal.  See People v. Kruger, 327 Ill. App. 3d 839, 764 N.E.2d 138 (4th Dist. Ill. 2002).  At the 2003 jury trial, I was acquitted on intentional murder, but convicted of felony murder and sentenced to life in prison without parole.

After reading several of Zig Ziglar’s books, I reached out to the late, great motivational speaker and began corresponding with Ziglar.  I adopted Zig’s philosophy that you can have everything you want in life if you just help enough people get what they want.  Tired of depending on friends and family for support, I signed up for, and graduated from Crown Financial Ministries.  I decided to leverage my extensive juvenile and adult prison experiences into a freelance writing career.  In 2011, I launched my micropublishing empire from my prison cell by self-publishing two booklets, How To Get Free Pen-Pals and How To Win Your Football Pool.  Prison authorities seized my property and threw me in segregation by alleging that I was violating prison rules.  Not to be dismayed, I kept going and published my first book, The Millionaire Prisoner™.  It took me only 30 days to write my second book, Pen Pal Success, which is based on my personal experiences from behind the iron veil of prison.  After the success of both of those books a lot of prisoners started asking me how I did it.  I wrote my third book, Cellpreneur: The Millionaire Prisoner’s Guidebook, to show prisoners how to legally start a business from their prison cell.  TMP4: Pen Pal Mastery shows you all the tips I’ve learned over the last 27 years in the pen pal game.  And Prison Picasso shows prisoners how to get rich off arts and crafts.

For the past 15 years I’ve been obsessed with finding strategies that prisoners can use to better their lives.  I’ve written about a lot of them in my books.  Becoming an author has helped me in all areas of my life.  It has certainly helped me financially.  But the thing I love most is when I get letters from other prisoners thanking me for writing the books that I have.  That’s worth more to me than all the royalty checks I’ve ever gotten.  I hope you’ll be one of those prisoners as well.  But that is my mission in a nutshell: to deliver quality information to your cell that you can use right away to make things happen.

How This Book Was Written

This book is a collaboration between both me and Mike.  Some years ago, IDOC confiscated all of the typewriters from us in maximum security.  I haven’t let that stop me from writing.  I write out my manuscripts in longhand with little, 3-inch, flexible ink pens.  Then I send my handwritten pages to Mike Enemigo who edits them and gets them typed up.  So even though this book sounds like it was mostly written by me (Josh), it’s the work of both of us.  And we hope to continue to bring you addition books in The Millionaire Prisoner lineup.

How To Get Your Money’s Worth From This Book

Read it, peruse it, study it.  Master it.  But the only way the knowledge in this book can become wisdom is if you implement it into your life.  To help you do this I came up with a simple formula for reading and studying how-to information that can help you master it.  (I had the help of my mentor, the late, great motivational speaker and author, Zig Ziglar, in coming up with this formula.)  Here’s how you can read this book to get the most from it:

1.  Read through this book quickly to get the gist of the message, underlining or highlighting the things that really “grab” you.  Only stop to look up words you don’t know or write them down to look up later.  This first reading allows you to become familiar with the book.

2.  As you read this book the second time, keep a notebook of ideas generated by the book that you can personally use.  The objective is not to see how quickly you can get out of the book, but what you can get out of the book.

3.  In your third reading, invest time and patience in gleaning additional ideas you may be missing in your second reading.  Carefully examine each chapter.  Go over what you have highlighted or underlined.  Put anything you missed in your notebook.

4.  The fourth reading will enable the book to become an integral part of you, enhancing your effectiveness.  After this reading, you can place the book in your collection, and it will be a treasure trove, ready and willing to supply you with any knowledge you may need.

5.  Find other prisoners who have read this book, or share it with them, and then discuss it together to see what you got out of it.  You may gain additional insights from their ideas and thoughts that you didn’t see on your own.

A Few Final Words

We invite you to stay in touch with us.  The tips, tactics, and strategies that I advocate using in this book will need to be updated as better processes become available.  I intend to learn those new processes and use them . . . and share them with you.  If you find some success systems that a prisoner can use to get free money, or if you experience success using this book, write and let me know about it.  I just might put you in the next edition of this book or other Millionaire Prisoner™ products.  Also, so that we can congratulate you, not just for what you achieved, but for making the world a better place by beginning to break the cycle of prison.  Let’s get to it.  You can start by turning the page and taking a step forward on your FREE MONEY journey.

“Knowledge is of two kinds.  We know a subject ourselves, or we know where we can find information on it.”

–Samuel Johnson
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CHAPTER 1
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Lay the Foundation First

When you build a house, you have to lay the foundation first. Or else the weight of the house will over time sink it. This analogy applies to anything you’re trying to build. A lot of you want to start a business, so you have to lay that foundation by protecting your entity legally. If you want to learn how to do that from a prison cell you may want to check out my book, Cellpreneur: The Millionaire Prisoners’ Guidebook (Freebird Publishers). And some of you need money to do this. Then this book can help you get some of this money. But buyer beware.

Money, especially FREE money, is not always the answer. I was glad I didn’t start with money. I actually started with a typewriter and $300 saved up from the money pen pals sent me over the years. And slowly but surely, I kept building my foundation.  Could I have done it faster with crowdfunding? Probably. Could I have done it faster with a grant? Probably. Would I have learned as much? Probably not. What is more valuable to you—wisdom or money? I hope you said wisdom. Why? Because the person with wisdom can take the money from the ignorant every time.

Now, I’m not telling you this to discourage you from trying to get FREE money. Trust me, I love FREE money. I published my first book from a maximum-security segregation cell without access to a phone or tablet. How did I do that? With a $3,000 gift from a family member (Which I have since repaid even though I didn’t have to.). So, I’m all for obtaining FREE money. What you must have is a plan. What do you intend to do with this FREE money? But a TV, tablet, some commissary, and some books (hopefully more of mine)? That’s fine. I’m not here to judge why you want FREE money or what you’re going to do with it. No matter what you want it for, I want you to stick with your plan. Lay the foundation first.

In 2021 I read an article in Inc. magazine by Carey Smith titled, “The Evils of Free Money.” For those of you who don’t know who he is let me explain. Smith is the founder of Big Ass Fans and took that company from $0 to a $500 million sale. Now he runs Unorthodox Ventures, a firm that focuses on funding small companies so they can grow big. He knows about money. His company has an AFH model, or the “Actual fucking help” model. I loved that because that’s what I try to do with my books, actually help convicts! So, before we get into how, and where to get free money, and other free stuff, I need to caution you on a few things. That way I’m actually helping you!

“Most real entrepreneurs will be the first to acknowledge that they need advice from people who have been in their shoes and done what they’re trying to do.”

— Carey Smith

Prison’s Seizure of FREE Money

To be aware is to be alive. Do you know your prison system’s rules regarding money you receive to your trust fund account? Most state prisons have confiscation rules regarding any money we get. They justify it saying they need it to offset cost of incarceration, fines, court fees, and other things. You need to learn your prison’s rules on this.

But just because they have rules for this doesn’t mean they can seize any, or all the money you get FREE. There are numerous legal cases on Westlaw or Lexis-Nexus dealing with this issue. Search for “Cost of Incarceration” and your state. A great case to read is Scholl v. Mnuchin, 494 F.Supp. 3d 661 (N.D. Cal. 2020). In that case, the federal district court ruled we were all entitled to receive the stimulus payments. Some states have tried (or did) to seize prisoners’ stimulus money. Arkansas did. But as I write this, there’s an ongoing class action regarding that law in the Arkansas system. See Hayes v. Rutledge, USDC-ED AR, Case No. 4:21-cv-347-LPR. No matter where you’re currently doing your time, be sure to learn your system’s rules regarding your money. I hate for you to get FREE money and start a successful business only to see you lose it all, because the state sued you for cots of incarceration.

Ownership vs. In Your Own Name?

A young brother was talking to me the other day and told me he wanted to get everything “in his own name.” I asked him what he meant. He said, “I want my own OkCupid page, my own TikTok page, and . . .” He kept going. This brother told me he was all about “the science” in everything. So, I had to break it down to him.

Just because you have your own OkCupid profile or TikTok page doesn’t mean you “own” that page. They do. The same for Penacon or WriteAprisoner pages. Here’s a simple formula to remember: if someone in that company can press a few computer keys and erase your profile, you don’t own it. True ownership comes from owning something. You can do whatever you want with it. You may own the actual content you post online on TikTok. But anytime they want, they could shut you down. Instead, if you own your own website, that’s totally different. You can do whatever you want with it. I hope you take some of the FREE money that you get from the avenues in this book and purchase something that you own. Preferably, items that grow in value and don’t decrease in value. Like dividend paying stocks in great companies. Or starting your own business. Or buying some legal books to help win your case. Invest in knowledge and wisdom. Become a producer, not a consumer. Just remember to check your prison system’s rules about cost of incarceration first. I don’t write this to scare you or try to dismay you. Only to caution you. Proper preparation prevents poor performance.

Getting Help in Reaching Out

Some of you will not be able to contact any of the resources in this book. You may need some outside help. You can enlist your family and friends. What you need them to do is simple. You need the applications that most of the grantees in this book use. Until you get those applications you should not hire anyone to help you. And before you hire anyone, you should always check with the special government offices around the country. They are called Small Business Development Centers (SBDC). There are thousands of them in America. To find the nearest office to you and your family, you should contact:

US Small Business Administration (SBA)

409 3rd Street SW

Washington, DC  20416

1-800-8-ASK-SBA

https://ww.sba.gov/sbdc/sbdcnear.html

When you have your family member or friend contact the agencies in this book have them ask a general question at first.  For instance:






“Hi, my name is ________, and I’m trying to get a description of all the ____________ programs that are available for _________.”



You can fill in the blanks. I’ll show you how. Let’s say I wanted my personal assistant to contact an office about getting free money to publish a book. I would have them ask:


“Hi, my name is Jane Doe, and I’m trying to get a description of all the free money programs that are available for writers.”



If the person on the other end does not know the answer to your question, ask them to point you in the direction of the person (or website) that does. You can contact them by mail, e-mail, telephone, or in person after you get out. Here’s what I’d do:

1.  Go to their website (or have my assistant do it) and review what programs and guidelines they have. I also would be looking for the contact name of the person in charge.

2.  Once I got the above information, I would contact them by telephone and ask the above question. If I found something that fit me, I’d ask for an application. (They may make these applications readily available on their website.)

3.  After I send in my application, I’d follow-up with an e-mail or letter inquiring about the status of my request. And I’d keep following up until I got an answer.

On the last point here’s something to think about. Do you remember the movie The Shawshank Redemption? Well, in that movie, Andy writes a letter every week, trying to get money for the prison library. He finally gets a $200 check and some donated books. So, he then writes two letters a week and gets more money. That’s how you have to be. Don’t take no for an answer, and when you find something that works, keep working it.

Another Stupid Disclaimer

My lawyers are always telling me to say this, but it’s the truth. In this day and age, with the COVID pandemic raging on, we cannot guarantee that any of the businesses listed are still operable. Some may still be good but have changed addresses or contact info. No matter what, please don’t give up. If you see a program or grant that you like, do a web search for it on the following search engines:

https://www.google.com

https://www.dogpile.com

https://duckduckgo.com

https://search.yahoo.com

https://www.bing.com/

https://www.ask.com/

If it’s a federal government agency or program you can find it by contacting the Federal Information Center, 1-800-FED-INFO; https://www.pueblo.gas.gov/.

Lastly, if you still can’t find the help you need, just contact your federal, state or local elected official. You can find them at www.govengine.com or www.firstgov.gov. You can find your state senator at www.senate.gov. You can find your state representative at www.house.gov. I will list more state agencies in each respective chapter if they apply.

You can also search for help in the databases of some of the biggest non-profit charities in America. They are listed below:

Catholic Charities USA

1731 King St., #200

Alexandria, VA  22314

(703) 549-1390

www.catholiccharitiesinfo.org

Salvation Army National Headquarters

615 Slaters Lane

P.O. Box 269

Alexandria, VA  22313

(703) 684-5500

https://www.redshield.org/

United Way of America

701 North Fairfax Street

Alexandria, VA  22314

(703) 836-7112

www.unitedway.org





“People would do better, if they knew better.”

— Jim Rohn






Grow A Money Tree

When I was a kid, my mother used to tell us “Money doesn’t grow on trees.”  She’d tell us that when we’d ask for stuff, and she didn’t have the money. We were poor. I wish someone would have showed me that money does grow on trees. Maybe I wouldn’t be in prison right now. Thankfully, someone did show me and now I’m growing my own money trees. Let me explain.

Some years ago, I got to read The Millionaire Fastlane by MJ DeMarco. And in that great book he says that our moms were wrong. Money does grow on trees if you own a money tree. DeMarco said that “Money trees are business systems that survive on their own. They required periodic support and nurturing, but survive on their own, creating a surrogate for your time-for-money trade.” He would go on to point out the following five business seedlings to money trees:

––––––––
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1. Rental systems

2. Computer/software systems

3. Content systems

4. Distribution systems

5. Human resource systems

Because of this book I invested into myself and created how-to information and books. That fits a content system.

And every day I make money off my books. That’s what I hope you do. Take whatever FREE money you get out of the ideas in this book and invest in your own money tree.

“The best money tree in existence sits right in your pocketbook: The good old-fashioned buck. Yes, money. Money is the king of money trees.”

— MJ DeMarco







If you would like a great read on ideas to building your own money tree, be sure to get a copy of The Millionaire Fastlane. Now that I did my duty in pointing you in the right direction, let’s talk about getting FREE stuff and money.

Recommended Reading

For more information on how to really tap into the power of Google and other online resources, like refdesk.com and Project Gutenberg, get a copy of How To Find Out Anything by Don Macleod.

Just remember to never take no for an answer. Be persistent in your search. Be nice to the people you talk to and write. But be persistent and always follow-up on all your requests, letters, e-mails, phone calls, and applications. Be like Andy from The Shawshank Redemption and go get your FREE money.
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CHAPTER 2
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FREE Books and Other Stuff

When I first started doing time, I didn’t have much money. Only what my mom could send here and there. So, I did what we all did and do. I hustled. I learned how to play the pen pal game. I learned how to do lawsuits. And I learned a few other tricks of the trade that I can’t talk about in this book. But I can honestly say that the thing that helped me the most was the FREE book companies. When I was in seg I would write these companies and get FREE books to help pass the time. While doing that I learned a whole lot that led me down this path. I no longer ask for free books because I believe in “book karma.” But you may want to or need to. So here are some of the best places to write and request FREE books.

Free Book Programs

There are lots of FREE book programs. Some serve all 50 states. Most serve only a few of them in a designated area. When you write to them make sure you let them know any restrictions your prison has for incoming books. Don’t try to request specific books, like “send me 48 Laws of Power.” Ask for books by subject or genre. Make sure your complete address, name, and ID number are in your letter and on your envelope.

*Disclaimer: Some of the companies and organizations in this book may have gone out of business due to the COVID pandemic.

Asheville Prison Books Programs

67 N. Lexington Ave.

Asheville, NC  28801

Email: prisonbooks31@hotmial.com

(North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee prisoners only!)

Athens Books to Prisoners

30 1st Street

Athens, OH  45701

Email: athensbooks2prisoners@gmail.com

Beehive Books Behind Bars

c/o Weller Book Works

607 Trolley Square

Salt Lake City, UT  84102

(Prisoners in western states only!)

Book ‘em

P.O. Box 71357

Pittsburgh, PA  15213

(Pennsylvania prisoners only!)

Books Between Bars

1117 Peach Street

Abilene, TX  79602

(1 book every 60 days to Texas prisoners.)

Books to Prisoners

c/o Left Bank Books

92 Pike St., Box A

Seattle, WA  98101

(206) 442-2013

Email: bookstopprisoners@live.com

(Can’t pay postage in CA or send “New Books.”)

Books To Prisoners

c/o Groundwork Books

0323 Student Center

La Jolla, CA  92037

Books Through Bars

4722 Baltimore Ave.

Philadelphia, PA  19143

(Books to prisoners in PA, NY, NJ, DE, MD, WV and VA.)

Books Through Bars-NYC

c/o Bluestockings Bookstore

172 Allen St.

New York, NY  10002

(Specializes in political and history books.)

Books Through Bars-Providence

c/o Paper Nautilus Books

5 Angell St.

Providence, RI  02906

Chicago Books to Women in Prison

4511 N. Hermitage Ave.

Chicago, IL  60640

(Women prisoners in AZ, CA, CT, FL, IL, IN, KY, MO and OH.)

DC Prison Book Project

P.O. Box 34190

Washington, DC  20043-4190

Human Kindness Foundation

P.O. Box 61619

Durham, NC  27715

(Free spiritual books to prisoners.)

Inside Books Project

c/o 12th St. Books

827 W 12th St.

Austin, TX  78701

(Free books to prisoners in Texas.)

International Prison Books Collective

405 West Franklin Street

Chapel Hill, NC  27514

(919) 942-1740

(Books to prisoners in MS, AL and NC.)

Louisiana Books 2 Prisoners

3157 Gentilly Blvd., #141

New Orleans, LA  70122

(Books to prisoners in LA, AL, AR and MS only.)

Maine Books to Prisoners

c/p Norris

P.O. Box 12

Fairmington, NE  04938

Midwest Books to Prisoners

1321 North Milwaukee Ave., PMB 460

Chicago, IL  60622

(Books to Midwest prisoners.)

Portland Books to Prisoners

P.O. Box 11222

Portland, OR  97211

Prison Book Program

c/o Lucy Parsons Bookstore

1306 Hancock St., Ste. 100

Quincy, MA  02169

(Doesn’t ship to CA, MA, MD, MI, PA, KY, LA, NV or TX!)

Prison Literature Project

c/o Bound Together Books

1369 Haight St.

San Francisco, CA  94117

Prison Book Project

Open Books Bookstore

1040 N. Guillemard St.

Pensacola, FL  32501

(850) 453-6774

openbookspcola.org

(Books to Florida prisoners.)

Prison Books Collective

P.O. Box 625

Carrboro, NC  27510

(Books to southern states, primarily MS, AL and NC.)

Prison Library Project

c/o The Claremont Forum

915-C West Foothill Blvd., PMB 128

Claremont, CA  91711

(909) 626-3066

www.claremontforum.org

Read Between The Bars

c/o Daily Planet Publishing

P.O. Box 1589

Tucson, AZ  85702

readbetweenthebars.com

(Books to AZ prisoners only.)

Redbird Books to Prisoners

P.O. Box 10599

Columbus, OH  43201

(Books to OHIO prisoners only.)

Spring Grass Book ‘Em

P.O. Box 71357

Pittsburgh, PA  15213

(412) 251-7302

springgrassbookem.org

Transmission Prison Books

P.O. Box 1874

Asheville, NC  28801

(Free Queer/Trans related books.)

Unchained Books

P.O. Box 784

Fort Collins, CO  80522

(Books to prisoners in Colorado.)

UC Books to Prisoners Project

P.O. Box 515

Urbana, IL  61803

(217) 344-8820

books2prisoners.org

(Books to Illinois prisoners.)

Wisconsin Books to Prisoners Project

c/o Rainbow Bookstore

426 W. Gilman St.

Madison, WI  53703

(LGBTQ books for all states.)

LGBTQ Books to Prisoners

c/o Social Justice Center Incubator

1202 Williamson Street #1

Madison, WI  53703

(608) 227-0206

(LGBTQ books to all states, except TX.)

Women’s Prison Book Project

c/o Boneshaker Books

2002 23rd Avenue S.

Minneapolis, MN  55404

(612) 671-7110

www.wpbp.org

(All states, except CT, FL, IL, IN, MA, MI, MS, OH, or PA.)

Other Free Stuff for Prisoners

4 Strugglemag

P.O. Box 97048

RPO Roncesvalles Ave.

Toronto, Ontario

MGR3B3

Canada

(Free mag/newsletter to prisoners.)

ACCESS SECUREPAK

P.O. Box 50028

Sparks, NV  89435

(Free catalog of food, CDs, shoes, clothes, etc.)

AFSC Prison Watch Project

89 Market Street, 6th Floor

Newark, NJ  07102

(Free book for primers in solitary called “Survivors Manual.”)

Amazing Facts

P.O. Box 909

Roseville, CA  95678

(Free sample magazine and bible studies.)

American Bible Academy

P.O. Box 1627

Joplin, MO  64802

(Free English and Spanish bible correspondence courses.)

American Rehabilitation Ministries

P.O. Box 1490

Joplin, MO  64802

(Free bible correspondence courses.)

B.B.P.D.

P.O. Box 248

Compton, MD  20627

(Sase for free book catalog.)

Berean Prison Ministry

P.O. Box 761

Peoria, IL  61652

(Free bible and bible study material.)

Buddhist Association of the United States

Chuang Yen Monastery

2020, Route 301

Carmel, NY  10512

(845) 228-4287

Email: book@baus.org

(Free Buddhist books.)

Campaign to End the Death Penalty

P.O. Box 25730

Chicago, IL  60625

(773) 955-4841

(Free The New Abolitionist newsletter.)

Chandra Yoga Resources

1400 Cherry St.

Denver, CO  80220

(Free books on devotional yoga and mantra meditation.)

Crescent Imports & Publications

P.O. Box 7827

Ann Arbor, MI  48107

(800) 521-9744

www.halalcatalog.com

(Free Islamic products catalog.)

Crossroads Bible Institute

P.O. Box 900

Grand Rapids, MI  49509-0900

(Free bible correspondence courses.)

Dallas Cowboys Football Club

1 Cowboys Pkwy

Irving, TX  75963

(Free fan information on the team.)

Dharma Seeds Foundation

P.O. Box 61175

Oklahoma City, OK  73146-1175

(Free subscription to meditation newsletter.)

East Bay Prisoner Support

P.O. Box 22449

Oakland, CA  94609

(Sends free zines to CA, AZ, NM, TX, UT and NV prisoners.  Write for FREE catalog.)

Exotic Fragrances

1645 Lexington Ave.

New York, NY  10029

(Free catalog.)

The Fire Inside

1540 Market St. #490

San Francisco, CA  94102

(Free quarterly newsletter for female prisoners.)

In-Touch Ministries

P.O. Box 7900

Atlanta, GA  30357

(Free “In-Touch” religious magazine.)

Islamic Center

2551 Massachusetts Ave., NW

Washington, DC  20008

(Free Koran and study guides.)

Jewish Prisoners Assistance Foundation

770 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn, NY  11213

(718) 735-2000

www.prisonactivist.org/resources

(Free weekly newsletter, The Scroll.)

Liberation Prison Project

P.O. Box 31527

San Francisco, CA  94131

www.liberationprisonproject.org

(Free Buddhist books and booklets.)

The Lionheart Foundation

P.O. Box 170115

Boston, MA  02117

(Free resource guide with books and orgs.)

Maoist International Ministry of Prisons

P.O. Box 40799

San Francisco, CA  94140

(Free subscriptions to “Under Lock and Key” newsletter.)

Mt. Hope Prison Ministry

25 Summit Ave.

P.O. Box 1511

Hagerstown, MD  21741

(Free bible study correspondence program.)

National Health Prison Project

32 Greenwood Ave.  #4

Quincy, MA  02170-2620

(Free subscription to prisoners.)

Off Our Backs Magazine

2337B  18th St. NW

Washington, DC  20009

(Free radical feminist news journal to women in prison.)

PEN American Center

588 Broadway, Suite 303

New York, NY  10012

(Free Handbook For Writers in Prison.)

Prisoner Diabetes Handbook

c/o Prison Legal News

P.O. Box 1151

Lake Worth Beach, FL  33460

(Free book for prisoners with diabetes.)

Prisoner Express

Cornell University

127 Anabel Taylor Hall

Ithaca, NY  14853

(607) 255-6486

www.prisonerexpress.org

(Free semi-annual newsletter for prisoners.)

Rock of Ages Prison Ministry

c/o Prisoners Bible Institute

P.O. Box 2308

Cleveland, TN  37320

(Free bible and correspondence course.)

San Francisco 49ers Limited

4949 Centennial Blvd.

Santa Clara, CA  95054

(Free fan information on the team.)

Socialist Worker

P.O. Box 16085

Chicago, IL  60616

(Free subscription for prisoners to this newsletter.)

St. Dismas Guild

P.O. Box 2129

Escondido, CA  92033

(Free bible study, bibles, rosaries, pamphlets, etc.)

The Sun Magazine

Attn: Molly Herboth

Circulation Manager

107 North Roberson St.

Chapel Hill, NC  27516

SYDA Foundation Prison Project

P.O. Box 99140

Emeryville, CA  94662

(510) 898-2700, Ext. 4113

Email: Prisonproject@siddhayoga.org

(Free correspondence course titled “In Search of Self.”)

Walkenhorst’s

445 Ingenuity Ave.

Sparks, NV  89441

(800) 660-9255

www.walkenhorsts.com

(Free catalog of commissary products/music.)
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How To Get Free Money From Family and Friends

If you have been building your network, you should have some people you can ask for help. But if you don’t have anyone to ask, you should get my books Pen Pal Success and Tmp4: Pen Pal Mastery. They will give you plenty of tips and tactics on building your network. For those of you who want to ask your family and friends for money, let me offer a few suggestions.

Some of you know that I originally self-published my first book, The Millionaire Prisoner. I used $3,000 from a family member to start my publishing company and put out TMP. I actually asked them for a loan, but they said I didn’t have to pay it back. I haven’t looked back since. (FYI: Last year I gave them a gift of $3,000. Yes, they took it. And it felt damn good to be able to do it!) Here are a few secrets to remember when requesting money from family and friends:


•  Ask them to pay for supplies or books that will help you learn and perfect your craft.

•  Have them send the money to the supplier or book company (or Amazon.com) and not to you.

•  Don’t ask them for money they don’t have and force them to say no.



Look at those above. A lot of people won’t give prisoners money because they don’t know what it will be used for. But instead, if they can put the order in for you, they may say yes. What I used to do before I got on was to fill out the order form and mail it to my family or friends so they could write a check and mail it in. Or have them just order it online for me. It always worked because they’d rather do that than send me money I might blow on candy and cakes from commissary. Here’s what I’d say:


“I’m sending you this order for several reasons. One, it just takes too long for my prison’s trust fund office to process orders. By the time they do it my ADD mind will have moved on. Two, and the main reason, is because I’m tired of being dependent on you for money. It’s not your fault I’m in here. So, I want to better myself and learn how to make my own money. Plus, this way I won’t blow the money on coffee and cakes from commissary.”



Remember to never ask for money they don’t have. There’s a big difference between money they won’t give you and money they can’t give you. A lot of us come from poor families. We can’t ask for $10,000 to start our own business. But we may ask for $50 to order some books. Know beforehand if they can afford your request.

Another tip is to time your requests. I’ve been more successful on my birthday, Christmas, and tax check time. The key is to show them their money is being used for the greater good. Don’t burn your bridges. Instead, build them. After you have asked your family and friends, it’s time to branch out. There are other sources of money. The two main ones are grants and crowdfunding. I’ll deal with both of those later. For now, we’ll discuss a big issue prisoners have: legal help.




“Skills and expertise are waiting just for you. No one drops a book on your lap and gifts knowledge. You have to seek it, process it, and then use it. The acquisition and application of knowledge will make you rich.”              — MJ DeMarco
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CHAPTER 3
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Free Legal Help

Prisoners only have a Sixth Amendment right to counsel if they are facing criminal prosecution. See U.S. v. Gouveia, 467 U.S. 180, 104 S.ct. 2292 (1984). There’s also no constitutional right to appointment of an attorney in federal lawsuits. See Fakner v. Haas, 990 F.2d 319 (7th Cir. 1993).

Most states have some form of legal assistance office. I will list some of them at the end of this chapter. But you can get a lawyer appointed to represent you in court. I’ve done it twice. The first time I got members of the University of Illinois Legal Clinic appointed to my case. We settled that minor lawsuit for $1,500. Free money. The second time I got counsel from a multimillion-dollar law firm in Chicago appointed. That case is still pending as I write this chapter. I’ll give you a copy of the Motion I used to make that happen at the end of this chapter. But first, let me share with you the law behind getting a lawyer appointed to your case. (Always remember to Keycite® or Shepardize® all case law listed to make sure it’s still good law in your circuit.)

Appointment of Counsel Law

A federal court may appoint counsel to represent you under the in forma pauperis’ statute. See 28 U.S.C. § (1915 (e)(1). Yet just because an attorney is appointed doesn’t mean they have to represent you, and the court can’t force them to. Mallard v. U.S. District Court of Iowa, 490 U.S. 296, 109 S.ct. 1814 (1989).

You should first go to your prison’s law library and ask if your federal (or state) court has any special rules regarding how to go about getting a lawyer appointed. For instance, in my district, you must show the court that you made a reasonable attempt to obtain counsel on your own. Or to show you’ve been precluded from doing so. Pruitt v. Mote, 503 F.3d 647, 654 (7th Cir. 2007). Here’s how you do that.

First, you should write to numerous attorneys requesting their help. You do this for several reasons. One, if you get lucky, you may get a lawyer to take your case. Two, you need to show the court that you tried to get counsel on your own. See Flakes v. Frank, 322 F.Supp. 2d 981, 983 (W.D. Wis. 2004) (noting usual practice of requiring plaintiff first to contact three lawyers who do civil rights work). Keep all the letters of denial that lawyers write to you so you can use them in your Motion as Proof that you tried to get an attorney.

Second, if you can’t write attorneys you need to prove to the court the obstacles stopping you from wiring on your own. I believe it’s not reasonable to tell a poor prisoner to write attorney, unless the prison gives out free legal postage. Some courts agree with my sentiments. See Rose v. Racine, Correctional Institution, 141 F.R.D. 105, 106-07 (E.D. Wis. 1992); Cooper v. A. Sargenti Co., Inc., 877 F.2d 170, 173-74 (2d Cir. 1989) (“. . . [T]he most important disability of the poor claimant may be not so much his lack of funds, but his lack of practical access to attorneys. If the indigent plaintiff is a prison inmate or a homeless vagrant, he may have no effective means of bringing his claim to the attention of the lawyer marketplace to have its merit appraised.”)

Once you have tried to obtain counsel on your own (or have been precluded from doing so), you should highlight the following factors:

Merits of Your Case

If your case has no merit a court will not appoint a lawyer to represent you. See Carmona v. U.S. Bureau of Prisons, 243 F.3d 629, 632 (2d Cir. 2001); Risley v. Hawk, 108 F.3d 1396 (D.C. Cir. 1997). This is easily shown if your case gets past initial merit review.

Ability to Investigate and Conduct Discovery

If you’ve been transferred from the prison where the facts took place, that will hinder your investigation. See Tucker v. Randall, 948 F.2d 388, 391-92 (7th Cor. 1991). And when prison officials hinder your ability to conduct discovery or take depositions, you have a better chance of getting a lawyer appointed. See Montgomery v. Pintchak, 294 F.3d 492, 502 (3d Cir. 2002); Parham v. Johnson, 126 F.3d 454, 459 (3d Cir. 1999).

Whether the Evidence is Conflicting

If it will require cross-examination to resolve conflicting evidence, counsel should be appointed in most prisoner cases. See Bright v. Hickman, 96 F.Supp. 2d 572, 577-78 (E.D. TEX. 2000); Steele v. Shah, 87 F.3d 1266, 1271 (11th Cir. 1996). And prisoners with little formal education and no legal training are ill-suited to conduct jury trials by themselves. See Solis v. County of Los Angeles, 514, F.3d 946, 958 (9th Cir. 2008).

Prisoner’s Ability to Present the Case

If you have a lack of education, mental or physical disabilities, or any other hindrance, it should be pointed out to the court. See Hamilton v. Leavy, 117 F.3d 742, 749 (3d Cir. 1997); Hetzel v. Swartz, 917 F.Supp. 344, 345-46 (M.O. Pa. 1996).

Complexity and Difficulty of Your Case

Sexual abuse and medical care cases are complex and in need of counsel for prisoners. See Wood v. Idaho Dep’t of Corrections, 391 F.Supp. 2d 852, 867 (D. Idaho 2005); Moore v. Mabus, 976 F.2d 268, 272 (5th Cir. 1992). So are cased involving corporations and prison defendants together. See Agyeman v. Corrections Corp. of America, 390 F.3d 1101, 1103-04 (9th Cir. 2004).

And just because a judge denies your request for counsel once, you can renew it at a later time. Especially, if the status of your case had changed. In my cases, I always ask the judge to appoint me counsel. Then, if need be, I can renew it at a later time once I get to the discovery or trial phase. You can also get counsel appointed for specific areas of a case. See Donald v. Cook County Sheriff’s Dep’t, 95 F.3d 548, 556 (7th Cir. 1996) (counsel appointed to amend the complaint); Smith v. Kansas Dep’t of Corrections, 2008 WL 4534242 (D. Kan. Oct. 7, 2008) (appointing counsel to assist at settlement conference); Dooley v. Quick, 598 F.Supp. 607, 624 (D.R.I. 1984)(counsel appointed to help frame rules).

For more about litigating lawsuits against prison officials while inside prison, I highly suggest you get a copy of the following books:

•  Prisoners’ Self-Help Litigation Manual (soft-cover, 900+ pages) by John Boston and Daniel E. Manville.

•  Meister Manual for Prisoner Lawsuits (soft-cover, 700+ pages) by David J. Meister.

Those are my two favorite prison lawsuit books. Dan Manville is a former prisoner turned lawyer and law school professor. David Meister is a prisoner and his book used to be called, Battling the Administration: An Inmate’s Guide to a Successful Lawsuit. This newer version is even bigger with lots of up-to-date 2019/2020 case law.

One last note about the Motion for Appointment of Counsel included at the end of this chapter. You may want to tell the court that you had my help in drafting it. Why? Here’s what David Meister says in Meister Manual for Prisoners’ Lawsuits (Chapter 12, p. 193):


“The fact of a well-crafted motion for appointment of counsel may be viewed as evidence of an inmate’s ability to adequately represent his or her cause in court. If using the services of a jailhouse lawyer in drafting an appointment motion, it may, therefore, be prudent to point out in the motion (or during the subsequent hearing on the motion) that you’ve had help drafting your papers but remain unable to prosecute your claims without professional assistance.”



Pretty good advice. It’s up to you how you do it. You have all of the information in this chapter to get you started. Here are some places you can contact to try and get an attorney to take your case:

––––––––
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American Civil Liberties Union Offices

ACLU-National Prison Project (NPP)

915 15th St. NW, 7th Fl.

Washington, DC  20005

ACLU of Idaho

P.O. Box 1897

Boise, ID  83701

(208) 344-9750

ACLU-LGBT Rights/Aids Project

125 Broad St., 18th Fl.

New York, NY  10004

ACLU of Montana

P.O. Box 1317

Helena, MT  59624

(406) 443-8590

ACLU of Northern California

39 Drumm Street

San Francisco, CA  94111

(415) 621-2493

ACLU of San Diego

P.O. Box 87131

San Diego, CA  92138-7131

(619) 232-2121

ACLU of Texas

P.O. Box 8306

Houston, TX  77288

(713) 942-8146

ACLU-Texas Prison and Jail Accountability Project

P.O. Box 12905

Austin, TX  78711-2905

(512) 478-7300

ACLU of Washington

901 Fifth Avenue, Suite 630

Seattle, WA  98164

ACLU-Reproductive Freedom Project

125 Broad Street, 18th Fl.

New York, NY  10004-2400

ACLU-Capital Punishment Project
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