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​Ayman Ali Mohamed | Isis, Osiris, Set, Anubis, and Horus Abstract

This article offers a reflective and symbolic reading of the well-known Egyptian cycle of Osiris, Isis, Set, Anubis, and Horus. It does not approach these figures merely as "gods" 

in the narrow modern sense, nor as fictional characters in a mythological tale, but as enduring symbolic forms through which ancient Egyptian thought expressed recurring movements within human consciousness. Osiris represents the ordered, innocent, and life-giving principle that can be violated or fragmented; Set represents the disruptive force that breaks order and exposes hidden conflict; Isis represents the intuitive and restorative power that gathers what has been scattered; Anubis represents preservation, guarding, and the protection of the inner form from dissolution; and Horus represents renewed vision, judgment, and the consciousness born after suffering. 

The purpose of this paper is not to oppose established Egyptological scholarship, but to add a complementary interpretive voice. The great achievements of Egyptology - Greek, French, German, British, Egyptian, and international - have made the ancient texts and images available to modern readers. This study builds respectfully upon that foundation and suggests that Egyptian symbolic language may also be read as a psychology of transformation. In this sense, the Osirian cycle remains powerful because it describes not only a divine drama, but a repeated human drama: the breaking of trust, the scattering of identity, the labor of restoration, and the birth of a clearer sight. 

1. Introduction: Why This Story Still Speaks

When one stands before an ancient Egyptian wall scene and sees the same pattern returning again and again - a body extended or restored, a woman searching and protecting, a jackal-headed guardian preserving the form, a violent adversary breaking what was whole, and a falcon who emerges as the new seeing power - one begins to ask why this symbolic structure was so persistent. Why did the Egyptian imagination return so often to this configuration? Why does the story continue to affect modern readers as if it were not only a story of the past, but a description of something still active within the human being? 
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