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To Jim and Sam; I hope you understand the impact you’ve had on my life, and for that I’m eternally grateful

To Taylor; she’s the daughter of an outlaw, and Daddy’s blood runs through her veins

To Caroline; you illuminate my life—we’re beautiful, like diamonds in the sky, until the end of time
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About The Author

Don't back up, and don’t ever back down; tell it like it is, and stand your ground

INTRODUCTION

I was out for a ride around town one sunny day during the summer of 2025 on my Low Rider ST—doing what everybody else did during the way-too-short riding season here in western Michigan—enjoying the beautiful weather, when a random thought hit me like a bolt of lightning.

Why not craft a collection of short stories into an anthology to mark the twentieth anniversary of my literary career in October? The concept intrigued me.

After spending a few hours searching old hard drives and files on my current computer, I located a substantial amount of previously unpublished literary work likely to be sufficient enough to satisfy the required page count for a new book.

I decided it was well worth my time and effort to give it a shot. Over the next few months, the random thought I originally had while riding my Harley that day became the catalyst for what would become my fifteenth manuscript.


In A Wild Ride In The Fast Lane: A Collection Of True Stories And Tall Tales From My Life As An Outlaw Biker, I would like to share with you a treasure trove of unpublished true stories that wound up on the floor of the editing room over the last twenty years, along with a half-dozen tall tales.



Included in this oddball assortment of literary work you will also find teaser excerpts from my 2022 two-volume autobiography Searching For My Identity, two novels by British author Iain Parke, a novel written by my frequent co-author Marc Teatum, and a recent non-fiction book I wrote about the outlaw biker culture with the help of some Grand Valley State University (GVSU) interns.


I truly hope you enjoy the narrative I have compiled for you in this dynamic anthology, and as always, ride safe.

Edward Winterhalder

October 2025


Chapter 1

CHESTER THE CERTIFIED RAT

Chester Maurice Green, known as Festus when he was a member of the Hells Angels motorcycle club in California, and known as Chief when he was a member of the Mongols motorcycle club in California and Oklahoma, was born March 13, 1943, in Oklahoma. He was the son of Chester Homer Green and Vinita Helen Green. His younger brother, Dixon Wayne Graham, known as Budd, was born six years later in April of 1949.

*     *     *     *     *


Chester became a full-patch member in the Richmond charter of the Hells Angels in 1970 on December 28th. Twelve months and eighteen days later, on January 15, 1971, two men—Thomas “Big Tom” Shull and Charles “Charlie” Baker—were brutally beaten and murdered inside the Richmond clubhouse, located at 1530 Hillcrest in El Sobrante. Both men were from Augusta, Georgia; Shull was twenty-four-years old, and Baker was thirty-years-old.


In the fall of 1971, a confidential informant—who was dying from throat cancer—disclosed to law enforcement authorities that he had witnessed the murders. The informant was Hells Angel William “Whispering Bill” Pifer, a full patch member of the Richmond charter.

According to Whispering Bill, Shull and Baker were brought to the clubhouse around 6pm on Friday by Chester “Festus” Green, to attend a regularly scheduled weekly meeting later that evening for all charter members, and to party. Upon arriving, Green introduced Shull and Baker as potential members.

Pifer identified the Angels present during the Friday evening festivities as Paul Francis Mumm, Richard Allen Barker (Richmond charter president), Angelo Borburia, William John Moran, Edward J. Carter, Chester Maurice Green, and Rollin Boyd Crane, and a man he identified only as Frank, who was the president of the Buffalo, New York, Hells Angels charter. Two women were also there; one was Liz Ault, Moran’s girlfriend, and the other was Carol.

Shortly after the victims arrived, Shull voluntarily ingested LSD, and Crane doped Baker’s coffee with two LSD tablets. Later on that night, the two victims also did lines of cocaine, smoked marijuana, and ingested more LSD.

At dawn, Shull and Baker became highly agitated when the Hells Angels present began taunting and teasing them. At the break of dawn Saturday morning, Shull became panic stricken and violent. As a result, Barker, Crane, Carter, and Frank tried to hold him down.

Shull—a muscular man—struggled as the Angels beat him for the next two hours. His tormentors attempted to force twenty Seconal tablets down his throat, but Shull spit out the pills. When the Georgian bit Moran's finger, Barker ordered his brothers to truss Shull and take him into a back bedroom. The Angels then directed their attention to Baker, and began taunting him.

A short time later Whispering Bill went to the bedroom to check on Shull, and returned to advise his fellow Angels that the man was dead. Barker and Moran then went to the bedroom to inspect the victim, and after they determined he was indeed dead, decided that Baker must be killed since he had witnessed Shull’s murder.

Moran strangled Baker, while others held the victim. Barker then made a phone call and asked to speak with Sonny Barger or Sergey Walton, both prominent members of the Oakland Angels, to get instructions regarding how they should proceed to dispose of the bodies.

Barger called Piper the next day, and instructed the informant to meet Barker at the Richmond clubhouse. When the confidential informant arrived, he observed a Cadillac belonging to Green parked in the driveway.

Whispering Bill was told by Moran that it had been necessary to break the arms of the two murdered men to get the bodies into the trunk, since rigor mortis had set in. Barker then instructed Pifer to drive the Cadillac to Ukiah with Green.

At 1pm on Monday, Pifer and Green drove to Ukiah, and were met at the Boonville Road turnoff by Barker and William “Zorro” Mitten, an Oakland Hells Angel. The two Hells Angels then followed Barker and Mitten to a ranch in the country.

Mitten and Barker, carrying automatic weapons, instructed the Angels to remove the clothing from the murder victims, and throw the bodies into a forty-foot well that was filled halfway up with water. In September of 1972, William “Whispering Bill” Pifer led investigators to the area and pointed out the burial site.


On the 31st of October, 1972, four Hells Angels were arrested and charged in connection with the murders of Thomas S. “Big Tom” Shull and Charles “Charlie” Baker.


Jailed for the brutal slayings were Edward “Junior” Carter, 21, William “Bill” Moran, 38, William “Zorro” Mitten, 32, and Chester “Festus” Green, 29. Not long after he was arrested, Green started talking to the cops. He told investigators everything he knew, and then testified in front of the grand jury as to every detail.

Moran and Carter were charged with murder, and Green and Mitten were charged with being accessories to murder. Three more Angels, Paul “Badger” Mumm, Richard “Rotten Richard” Barker, and Rollin Crane, were charged with murder but couldn’t be found, so warrants were issued for their arrest.

Knocking on death’s door, Pifer was granted immunity from a wide-range of federal and state crimes. Whispering Bill testified at preliminary hearings in the proceedings against Moran and Green, but because he was expected to live only a matter of weeks, the state court permitted his entire testimony to be videotaped. 

*     *     *     *     *

On Friday, April 6, 1973, a Contra Costa County Superior Court jury of six women and six men found William “Bill” Moran innocent in the slaying of Shull, and guilty of first-degree murder in Baker's death.

At the time of the trial, Hells Angel Edward “Junior” Carter had pleaded guilty to being an accessory, and charges against William “Zorro” Mitten had been dismissed. Former Buffalo charter president Francis “Big Frank” Herman was awaiting extradition to California on a federal fugitive warrant. Richard “Rotten Richard” Barker, Rollin Crane, and Paul “Badger” Mumm had yet to be caught, and were still on the run.

Charges against Chester “Festus” Green—who had testified for the prosecution in Moran's trial, and told the entire convoluted story to the grand jury shortly after he was arrested—were dismissed at the request of prosecutor Tom Watrous after the trial.

“Our motive for doing that is very clear,” Watrous said after the trial. “A man who testifies, especially a Hells Angel, or ex-Hells Angel as Mr. Green now is, his life expectancy is darn near zero if he goes to prison. We feel an obligation to keep him alive, so he will be on parole and will be supervised. He will be getting out of this area for his own protection.”

*     *     *     *     *

The Mongols motorcycle club was formed in Montebello, California, on December 5, 1969. The club’s insignia is Genghis Khan, infamous for being the leader of the Mongols ancient civilization and a warlord that conquered many lands.

There were ten original members, including Louis Costello, who founded the organization, and most of them were veterans of the Vietnam war.

After avoiding a lengthy term in prison, Chester headed south to Los Angeles in the summer of 1973. Along with his half-brother Dixon “Budd” Graham, he founded the Scavengers motorcycle club. No one in the area knew of his sordid history, and their new biker friends didn’t have a clue that Chester was a rat.


When the Scavengers started growing in Los Angeles, they caught the attention of the Mongols, who ended up patching them over. At the time, no one in the Mongols had any idea that Chester—now known as Chief—was a former member of the Richmond Hells Angels charter, or that he had been kicked out of the club after testifying against William “Bill” Moran in his murder trial.


Budd also had issues with the Hells Angels, for he was living with the former girlfriend of Keith “Bandit” Ball—a Hells Angel from the Los Angeles charter—who was the executive editor of Easy Rider magazine.


These two issues were the spark that set off a war between the Hells Angels and the Mongols that has been going on now for almost five decades. On March 11, 1977, at a motorcycle parts swap meet in California, nine Hells Angels fought dozens of Mongols in a massive brawl that only lasted a few minutes.



Although undercover police officers were present to monitor an informant who was a Hells Angels prospect—his name was Cliff Mowery—they chose to do nothing, and let the two groups of outlaw bikers fight. Amongst the Mongols there at the Anaheim Convention Center were full-patch members Chester “Chief” Green and Dixon “Budd” Graham, and amongst the Hells Angels present was Keith “Bandit” Ball.


“A large group of Mongols walked toward us, the crowd parting as they came through. But we were Hells Angels. We gave way to nobody,” said former Hells Angel president George Christie in a social media post from 2019. “Graham was right in the middle of the Mongols. He and the Los Angeles Hells Angel locked eyes. No words, just a look, then the Angel swung on him and connected. The fight was on.”

Not long after the altercation at the swap meet, the Mongols told the Angels that they were going to start wearing a California bottom rocker. The Hells Angels were the dominant motorcycle club in the state, and had a long-standing policy of not allowing any other club, besides themselves, to wear the California rocker.

After the Mongols sewed the California rockers on their vests, the Hells Angels declared war on the club on July 7, 1977. Twenty-two days later Mongols biker Allyn Bishop was shot and killed while riding his motorcycle in Kern County.

On September 5, 1977, a Hells Angels hit squad ambushed a group of Mongols in a drive-by shooting on Interstate 15. The attack killed two San Diego chapter members, Emerson “Redbeard” Morris and Raymond “Jingles” Smith.


Four days later, a car bomb detonated at the funeral for Morris and Smith that was being held at the Lemon Grove Mortuary. The remotely detonated explosive device wounded two Mongols, William “Big Red” Lowry and James “Skip” Canning—as well as the father of an outlaw biker—and destroyed a limousine which belonged to the funeral home.



On September 24, 1977, Los Angeles Hells Angels charter prospect Thomas Heath delivered a flat motorcycle tire that had been rigged with an explosive device to the Frame-Up, an auto repair shop owned by the Mongols in the Highland Park neighborhood of Los Angeles. The bomb killed Mongols member Henry Jimenez, and the fifteen-year-old brother of another Mongol, Raymond Hernandez.


A few days later, the president of the San Fernando Valley Mongols chapter, Luis Gutierrez, went out to his driveway to get in his van. Although it blew up when he opened the door, he survived.

On October 11, 1977, a Mongols member in San Diego found six sticks of dynamite attached to his car after he took it to a repair shop.

*     *     *     *     *


Sometime in the fall of 1977, Chester “Chief” Green and Dixon “Budd” Graham decided to move to Oklahoma to escape the conflict. To do so, they got permission from the club to set up a new chapter there. What the Mongols didn’t know, was that Chief was cooperating with law enforcement authorities again.



​By the time I moved back to Tulsa in October of 1978, the Mongols had already established a small chapter in Tulsa, and Chief was the president. Although they had seemed friendly when they first arrived, the truth of the matter was that Chester was a wolf in sheep’s clothing.



​The Rogues motorcycle club, of which I was a member, found the Californians to be a different breed. Although the Mongols were tolerated, no one on my side of the fence trusted them. Many times, I heard someone from my club say, “We should have never allowed them to set up shop here.” But by that time, the damage was done.



​For the next twenty years, Chief terrorized the community and took advantage of many Oklahomans who had the bad misfortune of becoming a member in his chapter. One of those, Jeffrey “Jeff” Smith, took a bullet meant for Chester when he was a prospect.


Jeff stepped in front of a guy that was pissed-off at Chief, and wanted to kill him. Although Jeff was promoted to full patch member for saving the life of his president, the bullet put him in a wheelchair for the rest of his life.


I knew Jeff well, and often spent time with him. As the years went by, he regretted saving the life of a Mongol he thought was an absolute piece of shit. Since I had no respect for Chief and steered clear of him whenever I could, we both had something in common—our dislike of the rat who was masquerading as a trustworthy outlaw biker.


For two decades Chief did basically whatever he wanted, with no repercussions from local, state or federal law enforcement. His drug distribution competitors were often arrested, but he somehow remained untouchable. Of course, no one in Oklahoma had any idea that he was a former Hells Angel who ratted on his brothers in California. Although we had our suspicions, no one could ever prove that Chief was a rat, until May of 1998.

*     *     *     *     *

I became a member of the Bandidos motorcycle club in May of 1997. By the time I went to Texas for the annual National Coalition of Motorcyclist (NCOM) meeting in 1998, I had been a Bandido for almost a year. I was heavily involved with the National chapter, and regularly assigned tasks by the club’s international president, George Wegers.

The NCOM meeting that year was held near the DFW airport just southeast of Grapevine, in a large, nine-story hotel. In advance, George had asked members of the Pagans, Outlaws, Hells Angels and Sons of Silence motorcycle clubs to attend, and not fight with each other while they were there.

The Bandidos boss had invited them to meet with him in an attempt to establish a nationwide truce to stop the clubs from fighting with each other, and I was tasked with helping him organize the plan. George guaranteed the safety of each club member personally, and to ensure nothing happened to anyone, the Bandidos were in charge of security for the duration of the convention.

George and I first met privately in our suite with high-ranking members from each club, one club a time. After everyone agreed to the proposed agenda, the Bandidos boss hosted a meeting with two representatives each from the Hells Angels, Outlaws, Pagans, and Sons of Silence.

While the meeting with George and the representatives from the four outlaw motorcycle clubs was ongoing, I was waiting outside in the hall. A Hells Angel from California approached me, and asked if I was from Oklahoma. When I told him I was from Tulsa, he said we needed to talk.

After the Angel and I made our way to a quiet alcove, we both introduced ourselves. What he had to say next, was nothing short of amazing. The first question out of his mouth was, “Any chance you know Chester Green?”

“Chief? He’s the boss of the Mongols in Oklahoma,” I replied.  “Of course, I do. Why do you ask?”

“It’s a long story. Got a few minutes?”

“Sure do.”

“One of my brothers just got out of prison. It was a murder case, and he was in the joint for almost twenty-five years. Chester testified against him,” the Angel explained. “Did you know that Chester used to be a Hells Angel?”

I was shell shocked. I had heard rumors he was a Hells Angel before he was a Mongol—everyone who knew Chief in Tulsa had—but this was the first time I could prove it.

“I had heard the rumor, but there was no proof,” I responded.

“Any chance you can prove that he was an Angel, and that he testified against your brother?”


​“I can prove he was a Hells Angel, and I can prove he’s a rat.”



​“How?”



​“My brother, who just got out of prison, has Chester’s original grand jury testimony.”



​“No shit? That’s amazing. Any chance you can send it to me when you get back to California?”



​“Definitely. What’s your mailing address?”



​I wrote my address down on a page of the small notebook I always carried, tore the paper out, and handed it to him. He folded it up, and put it in his pocket.



​“What are you going to do with the grand jury testimony?” he asked.



​“I’m going to give your brother some justice, and I’m going to get Chief kicked out of the Mongols.”


The Angel had a big grin on his face as he shook my hand. I never saw him again, or spoke to him. He never mentioned the name of the Hells Angel that Chief testified against, but I now know it was William John Moran.

*     *     *     *     *

Two weeks after I got back to Tulsa, I found a large envelope stuffed into my PO Box one day while I was getting my mail at the post office. The return address told me it was from California, and looked to be about the right size and weight for a court transcript.


​When I got home, it was the first thing I opened up. No note, no letter, just the transcript of Chester Maurice Green’s testimony in front of the grand jury. Although it wasn’t dated, the transcript contained a plethora of references with exact dates. On page 21 of the transcript, the prosecutor asked him a very pointed question.



​“Mr. Green, are you a member of the Hells Angels?”


“Yes, sir,” Chief replied.


​“Do you recall the date you became a member?”



​“December 28th, 1970”



​I couldn’t believe my eyes. After twenty years of dealing with Chief, I finally had the proof in my hands that would destroy him. The first thing I did was go to the copy store, where I had fifty copies made. The next stop was Mongol Jeff’s home.



​When I got there, he asked me to come in, then asked me why I didn’t call. Usually, I talked to him on the phone, but this was way too important for a phone call. There were three or four Mongols hanging out in the living room, and I didn’t want to talk to him in front of them. So, I asked Jeff to tell them to leave, and he did.



​When we were alone, I took out my cell phone and turned it off, and Jeff did the same. I opened the envelope, and gave him five copies of the transcript, then turned on his TV to a news channel. I sat there for thirty minutes while he read Chief’s grand jury testimony for the murder case in California.             



​When he got done reading, Jeff asked me if he could keep the five copies. I told him I had made fifty copies, so it wouldn’t be a problem. He smiled, and thanked me.



​“What are you going to do with it,” Jeff inquired.



​“We’re going to put multiple copies in every biker bar in town tomorrow,” I replied.



​“That’ll be interesting.”



​“Yes, it will. What are you going to do,” I asked.



​“I’m going to overnight a few copies to California.”



​“A Fedex to the Mother chapter?”



​“Yup. It’ll be there in the morning.”


When I got up to leave, he rolled his wheelchair close to me. “Thanks, brother.”

*     *     *     *     *

Late the next afternoon, we distributed copies of the twenty-eight page transcript all over town. In every bar that bikers congregated, we left at least a half dozen copies on the bar. To keep the bartenders or waitresses from throwing them away—in case they were his friends—we told them, “If you still want to throw it away after we leave, read it first. When Chief was a Hells Angel in the early seventies—before he was a Mongol—he testified against his HA club brothers in a California murder case. That’s a copy of his grand jury testimony from that case.”
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