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			​Dedication

			




			To Doyle & Peggy Weathers

			In gratefulness for your years of intercession

		


		
			​Introduction

			




			As I am writing this book and meditating on the Bible’s commands to pray, to thank God, and to intercede for others, and on the promises of answer to those prayers, I look back at my own history of answered prayer, and I wonder why I am not praying all the time, especially when I get such wonderful answers when I do pray. The answers are so good—I am just amazed.

			The stories in this book reinforce the biblical teaching on prayer, the commands to pray, and the explanations of prayer. As you read these stories, you might apply them by praying for the believers in your city, that they would be convicted of sin and confess their sin to the Lord. I keep a list of all the churches in the two cities nearest me in my Bible. I regularly pray for the Christians in those churches. When Christians get back into the love and the joy of their salvation, unbelievers get convicted of sin and are converted to Christ.

			


			We may trust Him fully all for us to do;

			Those who trust Him wholly find Him wholly true.1.

			
Jim Wilson

			Moscow, Idaho

			2020

			

			
				
					1  Frances Ridley Havergal, “Like a River Glorious,” 1874.

				

			

		


		
			​Chapter 1   
Early Experiences with Prayer

			




			My earliest memory of prayer was in 1936 when I was nine years old. Our mother taught the four oldest of us “Now I lay me down to sleep.” We had escaped the devastation of the Dust Bowl in Nebraska and were living in Seattle with Christian relatives. I think that is why she taught it to us at that time.

			Unrelated to prayer, I had been very interested in knowing God for several months. That ended because no one told me how to know Him.

			I decided to be good without God. I partly succeeded for the next ten years. When I was eighteen, a classmate invited me to a Bible study that met every morning at 5:45, seven days a week. I went to it for the next three and a half years. In addition to studying the Bible, the other students prayed. This was the second time I had encountered prayer. I did not want the others to know I was not a Christian, so I faked being a Christian. I made up prayers to impress the other men. They were not real prayers; they were recitations that sounded good. The men were not fooled.

			After hearing preaching on the first ten verses of Psalm 40 on October 18, 1947, I prayed my first effective prayer. Navy was playing a big opponent in football that night. Franklin Field was not big enough for a large crowd, so our home games were held in Baltimore. I and two of my classmates were fixed up with three girls for a triple blind date. We were to meet the girls on the thirty-yard line after the game. I was miserable through that game, knowing that if I went on the date, I was going to be in trouble. The classmates I was with were not moral, and I assumed that the girls would be of a similar mind.

			I don’t remember whether I showed up and told them I was not going with them or just did not show up. In any case, I found myself wandering the streets of Baltimore alone. Any large city has an unsavory part. In Baltimore it is called The Block. Somehow I ended up there, and the available entertainment was not designed for Christians. What in the world does a Christian do on a Saturday night in Baltimore? I was not a Christian, but I wanted to think that I was. I had the following conversation with myself:

			What would those pre-reveille Christians do?

			They would probably go to church.

			Whoever heard of a church being open on a Saturday night?

			I bought a newspaper and looked at the hundreds of church advertisements in it. I found one that said, “Saturday night, church, corner of North Ave. and St. Paul.” I flagged a cab for North Avenue and St. Paul Street. There were two large churches on opposite corners. One was the Seventh Baptist Church. It was locked. The other was Northminster Presbyterian. It was open, and there were many people inside. I went up to the balcony to look over the congregation. I spotted three blue uniforms about five rows from the front. I went down the aisle and told them to move over. They were John Bajus, Willard Peterson, and Jim Inskeep, all Naval Academy men, class of ’49.

			It was a Youth for Christ meeting and had not yet started. The director, Deak Ketcham, saw the four midshipmen sitting up front and decided to ask them for testimonies. I told him I had nothing to say. The other three quickly volunteered.

			I remember what Jim Inskeep said: “I could not love my mother as much as I do if I did not love the Lord more than I love her.”

			In my mind, I rebelled. “That liar! That hypocrite!” But I knew that they were not hypocrites. These men lived the way they talked; I had seen it.

			Well, they must be mistaken.

			If they are mistaken, they are the three happiest mistaken men I know.

			There was a third alternative: they might be right.

			The speaker for the night was a man named Gregorio Tingson, a missionary from the Philippines. He spoke on the first four verses of Psalm 40:

			
I waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. (KJV)

			


			Verse 2 really hit me. I had always been proud of my goodness, but I knew that my willpower to stay moral had gone through some major tests, including earlier that very evening.

			After the meeting, Pete took me to another room and introduced me to the Father. I had the joy that is described in 1 Peter 1:8–9: “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

			I prayed my first real prayer that night, and my life was changed.
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			My prayer life has been reluctant, sometimes believing and sometimes not believing, but always to the God who is always faithful. The following is what I can recall of some of those prayers.

			After I had been a Christian for three and a half years, I stumbled upon a Christian bookstore in Kowloon, Hong Kong. That discovery had two major results. First, I learned about Christian men of the past who were known for trusting God in prayer. Hudson Taylor and George Mueller were two of them. Second, it led to one of the first clearly answered prayers I experienced.

			I took four or five Christian books back to my ship and read the first chapter of each one. Then I prayed, asking God for free time to read them. There was no free time. It was the middle of the Korean War. When we were at sea, we stood three section watches. That meant I had the 2000 to 2400 watch one night, the 2400 to 0400 watch the next night, and the 0400 to 0800 watch in the early morning the next day, with a similar breakdown in the day. The watches were not my job; I had another eight hours of work each day in addition to them. The third eight hours of my twenty-four hours were spent eating and sleeping.

			After praying for time to read, I went to bed. Thirty minutes later, a sailor woke me up. The captain wanted to see me immediately in the wardroom. I knew he wasn’t calling in the middle of the night to give me a “well done.” I jumped into my uniform and ran up to the radio shack (I was the communications officer, so that was my duty station) to see what the problem was.

			The trouble was that the cryptograph machine had broken earlier that day. All incoming messages are encrypted, so the captain couldn’t read any of them until we fixed the machine. It had taken until evening to fix it.

			I reported to the captain in the wardroom. He was very angry. When he had come out of the evening movie, he had been given a stack of dispatches (with date and time stamp), including a very important message from eight a.m. He wanted to know why he was receiving it twelve hours later. His first words were, “Mr. Wilson you are in hack.” That is Navy parlance for, “You are under arrest in your room.”

			If this had happened a year earlier, I would have been devastated. I would also have been devastated if I, or any of my men, had been responsible for what had happened. That was not the case. As it was, I recognized answered prayer when I saw it. The captain did not tell me to come out for three days. My meals were brought to my room. I missed three days of watches; that was an extra twenty-four hours of free time. I did my job from my room. I read all my books the first two days and fasted and prayed the third day. Those books were the ones that taught me how to trust God.
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			In August 1949, the fleet was returning from Cherbourg, France. It was the summer before my senior year at the Naval Academy. I was on board a destroyer mine layer, the USS Shea, known to the crew as the “Dirty Thirty.” It was about noon on a beautiful Saturday somewhere in the mid-Atlantic. I had been a Christian a little over a year and a half. I was thinking that I had had no opportunity to witness on the way over to Europe, so I was praying that God would give me an opening on the way back.

			I had no sooner prayed this when an ensign came out on deck from the officers’ mess. He told us that the captain had said at the end of the meal that he thought we should have worship services on the ship. As soon as he said that, every one of the officers got up from the table saying, “Excuse me, Captain,” and left the wardroom. Each one was afraid that the captain would appoint him to conduct the service. The captain said, “If no one will conduct it, we can’t have it.”

			I told the ensign that I would be willing to do it.

			He said, “The captain is on the bridge.”

			I went to the bridge and volunteered my services to the captain. He was grateful and said that he had only two requirements: He picked the hymns (He only knew two hymns, and we would sing the ones he knew), and he would read the Scripture. I could let him know which Scriptures to read.

			I had preached once the preceding spring, but I had not done anything this like this before. On Saturday afternoon, I prayed and studied. I decided not to preach the gospel; that might scare the captain, and I might not get another opportunity to preach. I decided that I would preach on how to go ashore and not get into trouble.

			On Sunday morning, chairs were set up on the 01 deck (the first deck above the main deck) aft of the number two smokestack. The hymns were sung, the Scripture read. I realized I might not get another chance to preach the gospel, so I did not preach what I had prepared. I spoke on the second half of John 1:29 (KJV): “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

			The captain, the executive officer, the lieutenant commander in charge of midshipmen, the ensign, and ten sailors were present. As I preached, the first three officers were looking at the deck. I knew I was going to be in trouble, so I talked as fast as I could to get it over with. When I finished, I gave an invitation. “If anyone wants to become a Christian, see me after the benediction.” Seven of the ten sailors came. One of them wanted to get back to the Lord. The other six wanted to be saved. It was mealtime, so I told them I would talk with them at the number two main battery after the meal.

			I had no idea how to lead anyone to Christ. After an hour or two of trying to get them into the Kingdom, a midshipman came to tell me that Lt. Commander Rainey wanted to see me in his stateroom.

			I went to see him. With me standing at attention, he said, “Mr. Wilson, what you said has me interested. I want to become a Christian.” I talked with him at least twice during the remainder of the cruise.

			That sermon I had preached changed my life forever. It was answered prayer, and it started me on a life of evangelism.

		


		
			​Chapter 2   
Why Pray?

			
Some things God will not give 
until we want them enough to ask. 
—E. Stanley Jones, The Way to Power and Praise

			




			Christians do not pray enough.

			“And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him” (Matt. 6:7–8).

			Why do we need to pray when God already knows what we need?

			First, we should pray because God commands us to. We are to obey Him.

			
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thess. 5:16–18)

			
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. (Eph. 6:18)

			


			The quality of our obedience is inextricably linked with the closeness of our walk with God. A major component of that walk is prayer. For a strong Christian life, look to the Lord continually. Seek His face. Pray the prayers of Scripture.

			God has chosen us to fulfill His will. He taught us to pray for this fulfillment. “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).

			The Bible is the story of God reconciling us to Himself. He wants to have a relationship with us. When you are in a relationship with someone, you talk to them. If we want a healthy relationship with God, we need to talk with Him, too. It is not enough to relegate prayer to church and our prayer group.

			“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight” (Prov. 3:5 RSV, italics mine). We are absolutely dependent on God. “In him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). Many Christians forget this. God gave us brains, but not so that we could trust them. We are to trust Him. Make it the habit of your life to be constantly looking up to Him for guidance. Don’t let that be just a special event when you are in trouble or trying to make a big decision. “If you really believe in God, He will put all things right. He is both willing and able. Stop expecting the solution from yourself . . . and just yield yourself unreservedly to God to work in you. He will do all for you.”1. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you” (Ps. 32:8).

			Nothing is too big to ask God, and nothing is too small to ask Him. If it is big enough to concern you, it is big enough to concern Him.

			If there is anyone we might think wouldn’t need to pray, it is Jesus. He is God! But what do we find in the Bible? Jesus was constantly going up on a mountain or off into a deserted place to pray to the Father. Read through the Gospels, and you will find that He spent many late (or early) hours in prayer. His earthly ministry began with forty days of fasting and prayer (Mark 1:13). Before choosing His twelve disciples, Jesus spent the entire night in prayer (Luke 6:12–14). He gathered His disciples to pray with Him the night before His death (John 17). After His ascension, the disciples continued to meet regularly for prayer (Acts 1:4).

			If you want the Lord to be more and more precious to you, start praying for His coming. In the next-to-last verse in the Bible, Jesus said, “I am coming soon” (Rev. 22:20). John replies, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” For the next few days, pray every day, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” “But I don’t want Him to come; I’ve got things to do!” Begin praying for His return, and see if it cleans up your act. It will! “He who has this hope in Him purifies himself, even as He is pure” (1 John 3:3).

			John Owen, a great Puritan theologian, found that “many saints have no greater burden in their lives than that their hearts do not . . . constantly delight and rejoice in God—that there is still an indisposedness of spirit unto close walking with him . . . . So do this: set your thoughts on the eternal love of the Father and see if your heart is not aroused to delight in Him. Sit down for a while at this delightful spring of living water and you will soon find its streams sweet and delightful.”2.

			Unless you have a delight and a desire to follow Jesus, nothing else you learn about being a Christian is going to work. It will just be mechanics. Get into the habit of praying. You may be surprised at the results. When I think about all the answers God has provided, I wonder that I am not praying every minute of the day.

			

			
				
					1  Murray, Andrew. Waiting on God, (Fort Washington, PA: CLC Publications, 1999), 12–13, italics mine.

				

				
					2  Owen, John. Communion with God, (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 1991) 32–33.

				

			

		


		
			​Chapter 3    
Praying to the Father

			
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
—Ephesians 3:14–15

			




			Prayer should be to God the Father. When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, what did He teach them to say? “Our Father” (Matt. 6:9). “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matt. 6:6). In the Gospel of John, Jesus mentions the Father 105 times. One of these times, Jesus told His followers to ask the Father in Jesus’ name, and He promised that the Father would answer (John 16:23). In verse 27, Jesus told the disciples that the Father Himself loves them.

			Jesus’ last prayer was to the Father: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). His next to last prayer was all of John 17; it was also to the Father.

			I get a lot of missions material in the mail. Everything talks about Jesus Christ. That is not wrong—but the Father is rarely mentioned in these evangelistic communications. Yet which of the Gospels do we most commonly ask people to read when we want to reach them for Jesus Christ? The Gospel of John. The Gospel of John is about the Father. “Come to the Father by Jesus Christ.” Jesus Christ is the access to the Father.

			There used to be a saying that the liberals have the Father, the fundamentalists have the Son, and the Pentecostals have the Holy Spirit. We are polytheists! The Bible does not speak that way. The word Trinity was not coined for the first three hundred years of the Christian church. Before that, they spoke of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

			Years ago, I was speaking on God the Father at an InterVarsity conference in Akron, Ohio. A student came up to me after the talk.

			“I can’t do it,” he said.

			“What do you mean?”

			“I can’t get the word Father out of my mouth. I can only pray to Jesus.”

			I recognized what was happening. It was the formality of it that was tripping him up. I pointed out that the word which is translated Father in Romans 8 is the word Abba. Translators often render it Abba, Father, but it really is Abba, Abba. Abba means Daddy. We don’t dare say that, so we put the polite form Father in when we pray. In the original, it was praying to God in a very familiar way.

			One Easter, a man I know rented out the Kibbie Dome (the University of Idaho’s athletic stadium) for a sunrise service. There had been a rodeo in the dome the day before. We called it Cowboy Rodeo Easter. A lot of people were there. A six-foot-four guy named Tim showed up. He was drunk and making a great deal of noise while I was speaking. I motioned for my son and another big guy to take him out.

			I had counseled this guy before because he would beat up his wife. He told me he had been saved at age fifteen. I asked him what his gut feeling was about God the Father. I said I didn’t want the Sunday school answer. I wanted to know what he really thought about God. He said, “God the Father made all of us. He made everything. He made me, and I’m a mess. It’s His fault.”

			I said, “OK, what do you think of the Son?”

			“The Son died on the cross for our sins to get us out of the trouble the Father put us into.”

			“What do you think of the Holy Spirit?”

			“Oh, if you can plug into the Spirit, you can do anything you want.”

			I said, “Tim, do you believe in the Trinity?”

			“Of course I believe in the Trinity!”

			“How do you manage to get those three to be one?”

			1 John 2:1 tells us, “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” We need an advocate with the Father. In John 14:6, “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’” Our object is to come to the Father.

			If you have trouble approaching the Father, look at Jesus. “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). “Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?’” (John 14:9–10). And remember, “The Father himself loves you” (John 16:27).

		


		
			​Chapter 4   
Biblical Conditions for Answered Prayer

			
When I called, you answered me; 
you greatly emboldened me. 
—Psalm 138:3

			




			A great deal of prayer is wishful, hopeful, anxious, or desperate. If your prayers are not getting answered, it could be because of doubting, worry, poor motives, or iniquity in your heart. “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures” (James 4:3).

			Here are God’s conditions for answered prayer.

			Ask in Jesus’ name. “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask Me for anything in my name, and I will do it” (John 14:13–14). “Until now you have not asked for anything in My name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete” (John 16:24).

			Abide in Christ. “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you” (John 15:7).

			Delight in the Lord. “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4). Our entire life is affected by our fellowship with the Father through the Son.

			Be sure your sins are confessed. “Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart” (Ps. 24:3–4). “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!” (Ps. 66:18–20). Confession of sin cleans the channel to God. If you want God to hear you, make sure you are confessing your sins.

			Obey God. The prayer of a righteous man avails much. “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to You, O God” (Ps. 19:14).

			Pray without anxiety and with thankfulness. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6–7).

			Pray in faith. “And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven” (James 5:15). Here is the Bible’s definition of faith: “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” (Heb. 11:1).1.

			The preparation for believing prayer is twofold: having a clean heart and being saturated in Scripture through reading it and meditating on it. “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). When we are prepared this way, answered prayer will not be a surprise to us, as it was to the believers in Acts 12.

			Pray without doubting. “But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord” (James 1:6–7).

			Pray in the will of God. We will talk more about this later in the chapter.

			For married men, there is an extra condition for answered prayer. “Husbands, in the same way, be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers” (1 Peter 3:7). If you think your prayers are being hindered, you had better take a look at how you are treating your wife.

			We have all experienced answered prayer even when we violated all of the conditions except the first one, “in Jesus’ name.” Since God is that faithful to us, we can lean on His faithfulness. That is what faith is—trusting in the faithfulness of God.

			


			O faithless heart! He said that He would hear,

			And proved His promise, wherefore didst thou fear?

			How wonderful if he should fail to bless

			Expectant prayer with good success!2.

			


			If you are praying according to the conditions listed above, Scripture promises that God hears, and He answers. He honors those prayers.

			
In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name. Until now you have not asked for anything in My name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. (John 16:23–24)

			
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. (1 John 5:14)

			How to Pray

			Pray without giving up. “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up . . . . And will not God bring about justice for His chosen ones, who cry out to Him day and night? Will He keep putting them off? I tell you, He will see that they get justice, and quickly” (Luke 18:1, 7–8).

			Pray without ceasing. “Pray continually” (1 Thess. 5:17).

			Give thanks in all things. “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:18).

			Devote yourself to prayer. “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful” (Col. 4:2).

			Pray to be seen by God, not by men. “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him” (Matt. 6:6–8).

			Ephesians 6:18 gives several instructions on how to pray: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

			


			
					
“Pray in the Spirit.” Praying in the Spirit means that the Holy Spirit is authoring your prayer or helping you in prayer. Sometimes people tie this passage to Romans 8:26 which says, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.” The King James says, “groanings that cannot be uttered.” Words cannot express this prayer. This is not the same as praying in tongues, because tongues are words, utterances. This is praying from the depths of your heart with the Holy Spirit praying for you according to the will of God.3. The context of this passage is praying for the second coming of Jesus. The whole creation groans (as in childbirth). We groan inwardly. The Holy Spirit groans. Other inspired prayers with words can be found in Philippians 1:9–11, Colossians 1:9–12, and Ephesians 1:16–19 and 3:14–21.

					
“Pray . . . on all occasions.” This means praying all the time, for whatever reason. You do not have to be in a special posture or a special place to pray. In Matthew 6, when Jesus said to enter into your closet to pray, His point was that people should not pray in the public, ostentatious way that the Pharisees did. God hears you in secret, but when you are praying, you can be “in secret” anywhere.
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