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This novel is based on actual events associated with the War Between the States, and in particular, the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln and the happenings directly following this tragic time in our American history. We recognize that today’s beliefs of family and friends of many of the people depicted in this novel are different from my own.  This novel is not intended to offend the reputation or feelings of any of today’s family members or friends. 
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The actual typeset account of the Knights of the Golden Circle was digitized and used in the creation of this edited and expanded version of the publication. The author put this anonymous diary into writing to assist on his writing five Lincoln assassination novels and used it for research in those writings.
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Foreword
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Although difficult to read, I enjoyed putting into writing this diary of from an anonymous southern soldier to assist in the writings of the other five novels in the Lincoln Assassination Series. This book is more of a reference novel to assist in the writing of the other novels.

John Wilkes Booth’s association with the Knights of the Golden Circle (KGC) is necessary for studying because it is evident, one cannot understand the Lincoln Assassination without understanding the Knights of the Golden Circle.

Oh, and yes, as a “Jack of all Trades,” and the Webmaster of Jame’s blog site, a survey was run trying to find out how many readers knew about the KGC. The results were startling, to say the least. It’s amazing very little is written about the Order, although their existence was rooted deeply in America before the Civil War.

The Knights of the Golden Circle grew out of Southern Rights Clubs in the South. They strived to open up more territory for slavery in the South, Cuba, Central America, and Mexico.

These secret clubs financed slave ships that continued to abduct Africans illegally after the abolishment of the slave trade in 1808.

Sidney St. James restored a digitized copy of a secret history of the society written in 1861 and expanded definitions and edited it for easy reading. The design of the cover reflects the author’s  responsibility was primarily defining secret code, comprehensive footnotes, etc., but only taking credit for his expansion of the information and editing for some grammar and spelling mistakes. 

James took the information daily from this document and expanded each chapter with his research in the Library of Congress and numerous pages in local newspapers and periodicals. 

After completion, I must admit, I had almost as much enjoyment in learning about this secret organization and their involvement in the Civil War and with John Wilkes Booth. However, even more interesting to me is the hordes of information about buried treasure found by deciphering the secret code.
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Prologue
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I was sitting at a restaurant where I was about to release my first novel in the Lincoln Assassination Series. It was exciting as it was the beginning of six books soon to come in the series.

I had become good friends with my realtor Mary Lynn and her husband John since buying my home in Georgetown, Texas. They were the first to join me at the book signing. Over dinner, John asked me a question, “Sidney, how involved is the Knights in the Golden Circle in your writing. Will you be discussing them in one of your books in the series?”

Right then, I paused, stared at him a moment, and was at a loss for words. I have spoken to hundreds of organizations over the years from everything to do with local histories, Texas History, the Runaway Scrape, German Immigration to Texas, but never the Knights of the Golden Circle. I was a bit embarrassed when I had to answer him that I knew very little about the KGC and their involvement with the Civil War and association with John Wilkes Booth.

I did a survey on my blog site (www.sidneystjames.com) to see if I was the only one with limited knowledge of the organization and sure enough, few people knew about the Knights, and even fewer knew about the purpose for which they existed.

It wasn’t until I was writing the sixth novel, Conspiracy Theories and the Lincoln Assassination and arrived at the chapter about the KGC’s involvement and how they may have influenced John Wilkes Booth and his assassination of the sixteenth President of the United States did I realize how secretive the Order was.

My research began turning through numerous archived and digitized newspapers from the era of 1851 and 1967, I came to realize there was a secretive organization, deep-rooted in America, who came very close to changing the course of history.

Well, back to my survey, only ten percent of the people responding ever heard of the Knights of the Golden Circle. Also, get this, only two percent had any knowledge as to why they existed.

The Knights were heavy on rituals and deep in secrets, both borrowed from members of the Masonic Lodge. Very little in history books made it to reference material because most of what was on paper in history books was what the “victor” wanted to be composed.

I have an example. Let’s move away to one of the earlier novels in the Faith Chronicles series I wrote called The ROSE of Brays Bayou. This is a story written from the memoirs of Dilue Rose Harris and the Runaway Scrape, a story about a mass exodus from Texas escaping the wrath of Santa Anna and the Mexican government.

I know you probably will say why discuss that book. Well, because if you read the “losers” historical report of the incident at the Battle of San Jacinto, there’s very little, if any, of their reflection of their words in our history books or in schools of today. The victors have written the history, and Davy Crockett and Daniel Boone have a prominent spot and a permanent place in our historical accounts.

The same is true of the history written from the Civil War. Northerners, Civil War Generals from the North and their versions of Battles, politicians, etc.

Therefore, it was off to all newspapers and periodicals during that era, those of the south mostly and some from the North. Why? Because they were one of the deadliest, wealthiest, secretive and subversive spy organizations in, not just the United States, but in the history of the world.

In going to review information from the Library of Congress, I found where a Knight of the Order wrote a number of pages explaining the beginning of the organization, the secret codes, the design of emblems and logos, the people responsible, etc. It reached the digitization department of the Library through a scanning process of the old dog-eared pages and needed a complete dissection to understand in my research information for the last novel.

The author of the writings never gave his name. He remained anonymous because breaking his oath of silence could cost him his life. There is a wealth of information supporting my discussions in Book Six in the series. 

I have taken the book and do not take any credit for the writing as it is mostly transcribed from the words used at the time, with some grammatical corrections. It is an authentic, 1850-1860 language. The area of improvement is the research that goes around the terms used in the book. I try to expand on many terms, hundreds to be exact, through a footnote process, including some graphics and photographs supporting the writing.

Let me give you an example. The Knights of the Golden Circle had a logo designed in the shape of a triangle. Let me show it to you:

––––––––
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THE ABOVE IS ONE OF the many secrets of the Order. Part of the editing in the novel will break down many of the secret codes and some of the involvement in major players.

This triangle has the numbers 7 and 3 and 5. What do they stand for? They stand for 15, the number of states the Order was assured would secede if Lincoln was elected President. Of course, only eleven​[1] would eventually separate.

The number 61 stands for the year, 1861.

The R stands for Revolution or secession.

This flyer was mass printed and thrown throughout the countryside from the east to the west, as well as some of the northern states with sympathies for the South.

This is more of a fact-based history book with a good amount of knowledge for the 90-98% of the people who are like those who responded to the survey, knowing very little about the world’s most secretive organization in all of history.

I trust you will find it interesting. I did!
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Chapter 1

The Secret Organization Begins
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The Order of which I propose writing an exposition was, for many years, like the earth in its primordial condition, “without form, and void.” It did not receive its present name until about the year 1855.

The principles upon which these writings occur, however, and the actuating motives which pervade its membership, have existed nearly thirty years. About the close of the year 1834, there were in Charleston, New Orleans, and some other Southern cities, a few politicians who earnestly desired the re-establishment of the African slave trade and the acquisition of new slave territory.

They believed that the Constitution of the United States was a tyrannical document, since it prohibited the slave trade, and regarded it as a system of piracy. The American Union, therefore, had its enemies almost from its very childhood. These men formed themselves into secret juntos, which, without any particular form or ritual, called Southern Rights Clubs​[2]. They had sure signs of recognition, by which they made themselves known to each other, and met weekly, semi-weekly, or otherwise, as the cause, which they labored to promote, seemed to demand.  They might have had, at this early day, some sort of constitution and rules of regulation, but not very much.

The African slave trade is contrary to the laws of the United States, and to the requirements of the entire civilized world, there was no desire to carry it on in an open manner. The first efforts of the Southern Rights Clubs, therefore, is attributed to the fitting out, operating, and equipping of secret slavers, which were to cruise around the African coast and kidnap Negroes whenever an excellent opportunity was afforded.

Between the years 1834 and 1840, the presumption is that at least six of these vessels were equipped and sent out. Some of them were successful, and filled the measure of their appointment, while the English and other fleets, to the great mortification of the Southern Rights Clubs, and the discouragement of their enterprise captured others. They did not, however, “give up the ship” in consequence of these discouragements, but continued their slave piracy with renewed vigor, whenever it seemed possible to conceal their maneuverings.

Time rolled on, and every year seemed to add strength and magnitude to this abominable piratical clique, until the year 1844, when the prospect of the war with Mexico seemed to give them great hope of the acquisition of new slave territory. Their glorious dreams of the growth and extension of the slave power seemed now in a fair way appreciated.

In the meantime, they had, in their secret juntos, done all in their power to elevate and to continue in office, at Washington City, such congressional representatives as were suited to their peculiar views. These were persistent and untiring in their efforts to inflame the United States Government against Mexico and Spain, in the hope that a war would be the result, and thereby an opportunity afforded for the absorption of Southern territory.

Wherever it seemed possible to make out a case of insult, it happened. The most trivial circumstances were magnified into insufferable abuses. Here is given the reason why Southern politicians were so much warmer in their support of the Mexican war than those of the North, as a general thing, and the reason why Southern states furnished so many more volunteers for the war than did the Northern states.
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