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Chapter 1.−The Quest for Harmony

1.−The Human Mystery

Far removed from the city lights and smog, strolling through a romantic meadow or pulled over on the side of a lonely country road; on clear evenings, people are drawn to gaze at the night sky displaying its full glory. Across the ceiling of the temple of the heavens, one beholds thousands of twinkling stars and planets intersected by the soft white bands of the Milky Way. Meteors pierce the darkness of the upper atmosphere flaring into falling stars. While admiring the endless cosmos, stargazers are inspired to contemplate the vastness of the Universe.

With even the weakest telescope, viewers can behold a dense tableau of celestial bodies. Powerful telescopes perched on mountaintops and orbiting in outer space peer ever deeper into galaxies far away. Rover robots explore the Martian landscape. Probes relay spectacular photographs of the moons of Jupiter and the rings of Saturn. Yet the stellar skies above have little to do with people’s immediate or ultimate concerns. It is the human universe that impacts people. On our deep-blue, cloud-shrouded Planet Earth, humankind have come to depend on one another for better and for worse. Although extraterrestrial enigmas abound, we must remain on Earth to solve the human mystery.

Before our planet was fully explored, mythical tales of paradises hidden in misty mountain valleys and on remote islands inspired adventurers to explore uncharted territories. After many failed attempts at ideal societies, there is a pervasive belief that a perfect society is not possible. Our media, entertainment and literature continually emphasize this point. Dramatists can’t help but portray people as possessed with a fatal flaw that dooms humankind. Movie makers recognize the box-office draw of a dystopian future. I’d like to rewrite that apocalyptic script with a story of people who pioneer a bright future discovering the best possible way to live.

I have come to believe that the utopia people are searching for is not a place to be discovered, rather it is a place that we can create. This book outlines a scheme for doing just that by establishing a radically superior economic, social and political organization that promotes harmony and prosperity by its participants organizing in a way that brings out the best in their human nature. We all want to have it all—to have our cake and eat it too—and the way I will show you begins at the Gate of Goodness admonishing you that you cannot expect good unless you are good.


What better way to convince you utopia is possible than by giving you a complete set of instructions to build one? I characterize this book as romantic philosophy for we seek to accomplish the transcendent and do the impossible all in the service of the betterment of humankind. Seldom is heard a word discouraging thinking big or aiming high. If an ideal society is unattainable, then perhaps just aiming for perfection will produce something significantly better. You can characterize this book as a constructive fantasy offering up plenty of ideas for your personal vision: mental building blocks for your mind’s playset. You can consider this book as a harsh critique of modern society expressed through the presentation of a comprehensive solution. This book does concentrate on small-city revival and creating prosperity in rural areas.



The ideas behind this book came to me during a two-year transcontinental hitchhiking odyssey. For me and many of my generation, exploring the country by traveling the open road was our vision quest. At the age of thirty-three, I left New York City to embark on an adventure to explore the United States. I wanted to visit the destinations I’d personally mythologized while studying the National Geographic maps I hung on my wall when I was growing up.


I had grown tired of hearing other traveler’s Montana and California stories and was itching to hit the road to see for myself. During those years, I had the most fun for the least amount of money. I was in love with the open road and the journey forever ahead. Hitchhiking proved to be an inexpensive way to explore the country. Paradoxically, the financially poorest years of my life turned out to be some of the happiest and most inspiring.

During my travels, I visited many cities I had come to idealize because so many fellow travelers had praised them. I soon discovered that every city, no matter how large or small, scenic or exciting, suffered from the same problems of crime and poverty. I came to the conclusion that the root cause of most problems could be found in the basic economic, social and political organization of every community I’d encountered.

During my vagabond years, I happened to be going through a spiritual phase. Exploring churches, synagogues, mosques, ashrams and even a few cults was a great way to meet religious people and learn how they perceived the world and explained life’s mysteries. I had a lot of memorable experiences and met plenty of well-meaning folks; but unfortunately, I did not find the answers I was looking for. My disappointment with organized religion, my study of economics and my experience starting several businesses inspired the vision that led to this book. The place I was looking for where people live in harmony was actually in my imagination. My frustrations became a bountiful source of inspiration for improving the world.


Current events can be a real bummer. A disturbing documentary or a tragic news story can be upsetting, but reading an entire book detailing a critical social, economic or political issue can be highly unsettling. It is wise to be an informed citizen, but what purpose does it serve to learn the ins and outs of a pressing issue if we are powerless to do anything about it? This book considers forces within our control and gives us some ideas about what to do about the world’s problems. This People’s Guide puts you in the driver’s seat with a roadmap by your side.


Throughout history, entrenched powers have hindered economic, social and political progress. Powerful people tend to persist in the questionable practices that grant them wealth and prestige. Even when presented with evidence proving what they are doing is harmful, detaching stubborn minds from the falsehoods they have come to believe is near impossible.

Let us strive to be wise animals by planting, growing and harvesting great ideas. What’s the use of all the wise ideas humankind has gathered throughout the ages if wisdom does not prevail? Wild animals operate on instinct. Humans organize based on ideas, so it follows that the most successful organizations are based on the best ideas. Civilized human life thrives on cooperation, so the optimal way to organize is to the best way to cooperate.


We can do most anything if we are determined to succeed. People have proven their ability to put their minds together to solve the mystery, to break the code, to discover the treasure, to do the impossible once again. Humanity continues to excel with amazing breakthroughs in many fields. Bright minds are continually proposing creative solutions to every problem imaginable.


Some futurists believe perfecting artificial intelligence will be humanity’s greatest achievement. Others insist colonizing Mars will eclipse all previous human accomplishments. I strongly beg to differ: creating a harmonious, thriving society will be humankind’s greatest triumph, because without that everything else we have accomplished will be for naught.


2.−The New Promised Land

The 1970s were good times for growing up in New York. The City was a dynamic, bustling place with an enormous range of art, entertainment and culture. With all the progressive thinking in circulation, when I was growing up I was under the impression the world was becoming a better place. My mind was opened to pursuing great things and seeking knowledge wherever I could find it.

The garden apartment I grew up in had a small plot where my mother cultivated a variety of flowers. Toward the back of the garden, we buried our kitchen scraps and dining room leftovers. I was fascinated by how the colorful organic matter we buried in the ground rotted into rich brown soil in a little more than a month. At a tender age I became an avid composter. For most of the history of agriculture, farmers fertilized their soil by composting all sorts of organic matter. I was also fascinated by how scrap metal could be melted to be reused over and over again. At the dawn of metallurgy, people recycled all the metal they painstakingly mined by hand. Somehow, the prudent practices of composting and recycling have fallen out of favor.

During my youth, many exotic spiritual, medical and athletic practices came to America from foreign shores. Gurus espousing their variations of Hinduism sought fresh converts on American shores. Hippies adopted the Eastern beliefs of karma and reincarnation; and explored yoga and meditation. Music masters from India imported mystical music they made with exotic instruments. Ravi Shankar, the famous sitar player, played an annual concert at Carnegie Hall. Master martial artists from Japan, Korea and China imported judo, karate, tai kwon do and kung fu. Bruce Lee, the kung-fu fighter and actor made a high art of hand-to-hand combat and his tragic death at age thirty-two made him a hero for many young men who dreamed of being able to beat back the neighborhood bullies. Remote, cloud-draped, Far Eastern monasteries where masters trained their disciples in martial arts became ingrained in the ethos of my generation.

A wave of creative thinkers wrote books and gave lectures describing a great untapped human potential. It was popular to play with ideologies and experiment with new identities, to become a Buddhist, a vegetarian or the follower of an exotic guru. Young rebels were driven to be original. Our youthful conversations tended to disparage the adoption of traditional career paths. We were preoccupied with transforming ourselves through the exploration of new life paths.

Revolutions are messy affairs, and the hippies’ brief heyday from the late 60s to the early 70s was no exception. Despite mixed results, their movement inspired many idealists to work toward a better future. Altruistic thinking tilled the fallow ground of many imaginations and planted optimistic ideas for a better future. Many assumptions and traditions were questioned, turned upside down, picked apart and put back together. I had many friends and teachers who were like-minded, freethinking, yearning for change and hoping for a better future.


At the age of sixteen, I read The Limits to Growth, a report presented by M.I.T. based on extensive research by the Club of Rome, portending how nonrenewable resources will become scarcer and more expensive if we squander the limited supply. With a finite quantity of a rather long list of nonrenewable mineral resources, it only makes sense to conserve and recycle whenever possible.


Most of the young people of my generation were anti-establishment. Many media outlets readily supplied information to inspire revolutionary minds. W.B.A.I.−99.5 FM was a vibrant alternative news source for our wayward generation. During my childhood, the Civil Rights Movement helped African Americans gain greater rights. The Women’s Liberation Movement continued to open doors and break ceilings. It seemed like the United States was at the dawn of a great renaissance. I was led to believe I was going to live my adult life in the superior society spawned by this awakening.

Many years later, I am still perplexed by the way people behave in such counterproductive ways. One must wonder if love is what people want, what people celebrate, what people sing about, why is there still so much hatred in the world? If love is what people value above all else, why do so many people continue to tear one another apart when so much more can be accomplished when we build one another up? How can people emancipate themselves from vicious cycles of destructive behavior to move forward to a brighter future? It’s about time people figured out how to live in harmony, how to love one another in a big way.

People are a puzzle. After encountering good people who go out of their way to help us out of a bind, we are left to wonder why everybody isn’t like that. On the other hand, when we have the misfortune and displeasure of dealing with some decidedly bad people, we are left to wonder once again why there are so many difficult, devious, low life, rotten people in the world. Where do they all come from? How did they get that way and why do they stay that way?

Most organizations operate for the benefit of a minority in power at the expense of the majority under their power. The way to get to the root of inequality is to organize in a way that first recognizes and then resolves inequalities. Throughout history, many seemingly impossible tasks have challenged the common imagination. Responding to insurmountable challenges, people have risen from obscurity, overcome the impossible and claimed their place in history. All along, skeptics insisted it couldn’t be done until someone did it.

The perennial quest to improve people’s quality of living inspired the inventions we couldn’t dream of living without today. Many feats such as flight, space travel, organ transplants and instant transcontinental telecommunication were first believed to be impossible but are now taken for granted. What were first novelties are now commonplace. What were once luxuries are now necessities. Invention, discovery, research and the continual improvements they grant march on; yet the perennial problems of war, starvation, crime and poverty persist.


It seems however positive the original concepts and intents of businesses and governments; conflict and disharmony arise as if bad was built into the process of organizing. What we have yet to invent is a way of organizing that does not bring out the bad, the demons in human nature.


Concerned people are led to ponder what they can do to live a life that has significance; how they can make a difference. They wonder if anyone can find true peace by accepting this crazy world. Restless spirits long for transformation. Self-help literature can be insightful, yet changing oneself by oneself can only go so far. Gurus promise personal transformation for a price. Urbanites pay good money to attend weekend retreats in search of some enlightenment or self-realization. After a few massage treatments, group meditations and power seminars, they may come home a little refreshed and uplifted; but once the buzz wears off, little has changed. Seekers resume the same frustrated lives they were living before, only with a few hundred (or thousand) dollars less in their bank accounts. Oh well.

Many misfortunate people are given little choice but to leave their homes. They flee natural disasters, poverty, gang violence and oppression. Wary emigrants cross borders to overcome barriers of culture and language to start anew. City folk move to the country to pursue a simpler life. Country folk move to the city to pursue greater opportunity. Some find what they are looking for. Most continue to search.

Where is the next horizon? What lies beyond it? Where is the Promised Land now? The next horizon is a land, a people, a community living in loving harmony. The Promised Land is underneath your feet: the beautiful Planet Earth. The goal of pursuing local harmony is crystal clear: to create an open and egalitarian society where every member can thrive. By working to live in loving harmony, determined people will discover the greatest satisfaction in living and the profoundest purpose in dying. Striving for a life without conflict is so simple a child can understand it. Embracing conflict is so complicated no adult can fully explain or justify it.

The vast past lies behind, the future lies ahead. We have a choice. It is not a matter of should-or-shouldn’t or right-or-wrong. Establishing an enlightened society can be accomplished by people settling their squabbles and integrating their efforts. Finding a way to get along is so fundamental, it’s worth the time and sacrifice we will need to give it. Before we all blow each other up, let us consider every possible way to get past the negative to move toward the positive.

The answer, my friends, is no longer blowing in the wind. The answer is local harmony, today and forever. The challenging endeavor of establishing a truly harmonious society will give our lives a clear direction, a real meaning and a greater purpose. We will transform ourselves by transforming the world together. Life’s great mysteries are perplexing yet discovering a way to love one another in a big way will begin to solve the human mystery.


3.−Human Revolution

After my hitchhiking adventure, I decided to go into the building trades as a carpenter. At the start, I was enchanted by this romantic change in careers; after all, carpenters who master their profession are called journeymen. Once I had learned my trade, I would be able to travel to exotic destinations and work wherever I wanted. However, after a few months, I became dismayed by the role reversal I had chosen. I went from being the leader of my own organizations to a follower in other people’s organizations. I was surprised by the way I was treated and disenchanted with the pervasive bad leadership and poor communication.

The way I saw it, the work culture of the building trades was backward. I’d always treated the people who worked for me well and they loved me for it, so I came to the conclusion that the mean bosses who pushed me around had it all wrong. By making me miserable they were unintentionally making themselves miserable. I put up with a lot of unenlightened leadership to learn my trade. My frustrating experiences working in construction inspired me to espouse an open business culture that promotes full communication and mutual respect. 

Establishing a superior society or starting a better business is a complicated affair; yet at its roots, it begins with the simple concept of people treating one another well. The basic idea behind the sophisticated notion of enlightenment is people improving the way they treat one another. The driving force behind every rebellion and revolution is the people’s desire to be treated better and given their fair share. And since both the oppressed and the oppressor are miserable as a result, emancipating people from oppressing one another is the only way for everyone to truly live better lives.

More than two centuries ago, the European Enlightenment inspired England’s Glorious Revolution of 1688, the American Revolution in 1776 and the French Revolution in 1789. From these transformations, the first modern democracies arose in Europe and America. Shortly afterward, the development of efficient steam engines fostered the start of the Industrial Revolution. Not too long after that, they set steam engines to drive steel wheels, and the rapid adoption of railroad technology across the world sparked a Transportation Revolution. A century and a half later, advances in rocket technology spawned a spectacular Aeronautics Revolution. A few decades after that, progress in computer technology gave birth to the Information Technology Revolution.

Despite so many revolutions spawning so much miraculous technology, the prospects for humankind remain dim. Instead of coming together, many forces continue to drive humanity apart. The next revolution must be the greatest revolution of them all: the Human Revolution when our species finally learns to get along in a big way. The moment people try to control one another is the moment the fun ends. The moment people treat one another as equals is the moment the fun begins. Across the world, despite a multitude of cultural differences, most people’s guiding values and individual aspirations are not as different as they may appear. Most people value more or less the same things—liberty, respect, compelling entertainment, challenging recreation, good food, friends and family. Every human being on Earth wants to live a good life, have fun and be happy. By liberating themselves from oppressing one another, the people give themselves the gift of true freedom.

Altruism is extremely rare in the Animal Kingdom. Adventurous people wandering into the tropical wilderness are well-advised to keep their eyes and ears open while exploring the jungle—hidden predators lie in wait ready to ambush their next victim. Unfortunately, predation persists in the civilized world as well. Modern societies can be likened to jungles or shark-infested waters, but it doesn’t have to be that way. The key to creating a better society is to escape the jungle and forsake the shark-infested waters by pioneering social and political systems that are vital because they are altruistic.

Many people have experienced what I call a ‘Woodstock feeling’ of purposeful togetherness. Attending a ballgame, crowd waves undulate around the stadium; the people cheer and for a few brief moments, fans feel part of a greater whole. Later that evening, they each return home to their separate lives. When people feel upset, it’s good to see their friends. Banter and laughter distract us from our problems, so we feel a little better; yet after the party’s over, pressing concerns resurface. Ambitious people might have a lot on their mind, but without someone to share the load, they often fail to resolve their difficulties. It can be stressful to be one’s own life coach, personal assistant, business manager and workforce. The people can better solve their problems and achieve their goals by supporting one another and unifying their efforts, so it’s high time for people longing for real progress to join forces.

Let us start a society afresh without letting any spoilers join our game. The first challenge is keeping rotten people out. Hurting others is easy for rotten people. They hurl their weapons without forethought. Hurting can take an instant−healing can take a lifetime. Peace-seeking pioneers emancipate themselves from negativity, famous for breeding more negativity to move toward sustained positivity. Negativity is nothing but a drain. Hard-hearted people who are experts at putting people down and pushing them around can stay on their side of town.

The secret formula for fully harnessing the human potential and establishing harmony is the Golden Rule. When everybody treats everyone else how they want to be treated, they give themselves the gift of greater freedom and peace of mind. Emancipated from constant conflict, we can advance to ever-higher levels of knowledge and creativity rather than being distracted by the latest hassles, mishaps and misunderstandings. When the people put their highest values into practice in all spheres of activity to form enlightened societies, their social evolution will catch up with humankind’s technological evolution. The people will challenge each other, motivate one another, even push one another to do their utmost to succeed. They will encourage the survival of every liberating idea while working toward the extinction of every limiting idea.

Economic progress is hindered when powerful people rig the economic and political system in their favor. The key that unlocks the door to prosperity for all is establishing a system incapable of being rigged in which the stakeholders share their fortunes and misfortunes. In a fair-minded society, people enjoy the tranquility of dealing day-to-day with honest and reliable people. What could be better than that? Yet, it can get better than that.

A group of fair-minded people organized for their mutual benefit can harness the power of their fairness toward peace and prosperity by establishing their very own enterprise system. Their honesty, trust and goodwill can be counted as economic assets. Such a fresh system of enlightened entrepreneurship that prioritizes people over profits resolves the greatest challenge in human relations by pioneering a way to create wealth that draws a society together rather than segregating it into impervious classes.

Many struggling people are feeling angry at the world. They are certainly not alone. However, attempting to resolve issues by hastily acting out of anger is ill-advised. Many regrettable deeds have been done in the heat of the moment. People possessed by anger need to chill out and get their head straight by considering the possible consequences of any rash actions. Revenge does not yield lasting satisfaction. It is wiser to channel anger toward solving problems rather than settling scores. Revenge is the link in the chain of action that keeps wickedness alive. Revenge is a natural response, yet angry feelings depress the spirit, and ill deeds chain their doers to the cycle of evil. Anger only looks backward. Love looks forward. Anger distorts understanding. Love clarifies understanding. Forsaking revenge frees the mind, raises the spirit and liberates people from being slaves to a dark past and inspires them to become creators of a bright future.

We often feel stuck in a rut. Life relentlessly repeats itself with the same monotonous routine, day-in, day-out; week-in, week-out; month-after-month; year-after-year. The disenchanted long for something more out of life. Maybe it’s time to hit the road. Fortune often does favor the bold and many restless people will discover greater happiness pursuing meaningful and challenging ventures that reactivate their lives. A passionate pursuit of harmony can fulfill a spiritual quest to discover meaning and purpose—to live a life without compromise, to live a life without dismissing the plight of others less fortunate in order to gain a meaningless fortune—to succeed by opening our hearts.


Enlightened organizations will be liberated from the self-perpetuating cycles of conquer, subjugation and rebellion. Harmonious societies will generate never-ending cycles of cooperation, integration, high-vibration and better communication supporting dynamic and peaceful lives—such is a true Human Revolution. If success is being able to thrive in one’s environment, then the ultimate human environment is one in which everyone thrives. It’s about time for the people to stop crying, stop lying, stop defying one another and switch to the better way of harmonious living so close at hand.


Establishing an enlightened society begins and ends with how people relate to one another, and there’s nothing very cosmic about that. How to cultivate the best in our human nature is no profound mystery: I treat you well, you treat me well; everyone treats one another well and we all go better places from there. The challenge is how to organize human affairs so kindness and courtesy are practiced consistently enough for harmony to grow. Harmony can prevail when we concentrate on cultivating our strengths rather than preying on weaknesses. The selfish pursuit of wealth has surely proven its power to bring out the devil in people. The fresh way of organizing described in the pages ahead will bring out the better angels of our human nature, finally.


4.−Entrepreneurial Revolution

My introduction to entrepreneurship was on the pearly white sands of the vast, roaring Atlantic coast of North America selling jewelry on the beach. It was much nicer working barefoot in the sand than in a stuffy office in downtown Manhattan as I had for most of the previous two years. I spent my days dealing with young women wearing bikinis rather than uptight administrators in pinstripe suits. Shell necklaces hung from my right arm, and I carried a folded, black-velvet display board of attractive handmade earrings propped up in my left hand. I would walk up to people lounging on their beach blankets and politely ask, ‘Can I show you some beautiful Jewelry?’ On real busy days, I would hardly have to solicit; people would call me over from blanket to blanket.

Ankle bracelets proved especially popular. My mother, a veteran freelance artist, showed an interest in designing and making anklets. We soon figured out how to string up beads, and right there on the dining-room table, she began producing original beaded jewelry. Before long we acquired quite a bead collection: shell beads from the Philippines, glass beads from Czechoslovakia and exotic wooden beads from Africa. Egg cartons made a great way to organize the bead collection. Our ankle-bracelet-production facility in the family dining room was my introduction to cottage industry.

My mother and I dreamed beyond the beach and the fabulous one-hundred-day summer season. We plotted other ways of retailing and wholesaling our homespun creations. After fourteen years as a batik artist, my mother discovered the artistic possibilities of beading and fell in love with a new art. Soon she was earning a living making jewelry. Over the next few years, several people who got their start working with me would go on to earn a living in the costume-jewelry business.

Sporting shoulder-length blond hair, many beach goers assumed I was a surfer from California. People called me ‘Puka Man’ after the shells found in Hawaii even though I was selling shell jewelry imported from Asia. I explored new shorelines farther east and discovered more beaches where I could ply my trade. I brought some buddies to the beach, set them up with merchandise and took my cut. My income increased significantly with my first associate salespeople. A few summers later I had hired more than a dozen people to sell my jewelry across three counties from Rockaway Beach to West Hampton. Several people who worked with me were inspired to start their own businesses. This led me to believe there are plenty of people who would go into business for themselves if they had the support to make the leap.

Instead of ineffectively demonstrating against the establishment, entrepreneurial activists can demonstrate superior ways of producing goods and providing services. People longing for change can exchange their hopes for reality through entrepreneurship. When honest businesses supplant dishonest ones, people can begin to solve many of the fundamental problems plaguing our societies. Safe, clean, fair businesses can be islands of harmony in a dangerous, dirty and unfair world. A local network of businesses working together without exploiting people or harming the natural environment will be able to establish a haven of harmony.

Some people have too much, most have too little and fewer still are truly happy. Wherever you go, people are still singing the same worn-out, old tunes. Poor people lament their poverty. Wealthy people are baffled by the luxuries that fail to give them the happiness they felt was their due. The human race needs a better way of doing business. It’s about time for a change. All too often, employees are mere marionettes on a stage controlled by puppet masters above. Employees are the ones who suffer from mismanagement and corruption at the top.

Clicking through the pages of a big-city commercial directory, one is drawn to ponder the countless organizations doing business in that city. Large cities are sustained by a dizzying array of organizations: tiny, small, medium and large businesses and institutions. These collections of organizations, unequal in power and position, both cooperating and struggling against one another, create the marvel and the mess of competition in the modern world. Enlightened entrepreneurs aim for a future with more marvels and less mess.

In a greedy, deceitful, money-hungry business world, integrity is uncommon, yet cultivating a good working spirit is no great mystery. Work is work—there’s no way of getting around work. Yet working in an open and supportive fellowship is always more fun and satisfying. Many businesses begin with high ideals, yet they compromise their values to stay in business. Businesses in highly competitive industries are motivated to adopt the same crooked practices: shortcuts, cover-ups, gimmicks, little white lies, etc. as their competitors use. Enlightened entrepreneurs build on a solid base of sound principles rather than compromising. They maintain their unbending integrity and stalwart adherence to high values as the very cornerstone of their enterprise, so their hearts are open, their minds are free, they can take pride in what they do, and they have nothing to hide.

High-minded community leaders are hard at work doing their best to improve their neighbors’ lives. Such efforts should be honored and applauded, yet most community activists are fighting an uphill battle. Citizens may ask themselves “That’s the way it’s been since I can remember, so how can it change now?” Persistent economic, social and political problems are so entrenched, many consider them to be natural features of the landscape. Substandard education, a poor work ethic and political corruption are so pervasive they are nearly impossible to root out completely from established societies. The good news is it can change now.

Most working people earn a wholesale wage, then pay retail for most of what they buy. Their employer profits from their work. The people they do business with profit from their purchases. Both their wages and their purchases are taxed. After all their hard work and the hassles they must endure, many people find it difficult to balance their budget so they can live within their means.

The people at the top of successful businesses earn tens, hundreds, even thousands of times more than the people at the bottom. The pursuit of the highest possible shareholder value and executive compensation inspires the exploitation of people and the natural environment to maximize profits. In order to justify production practices harmful to the environment, creative public-relations departments spend good money to protect an environmentally friendly ‘green’ image that belies their company’s real motives and practices. Special interests lavishly fund ‘think tanks’ to promote counterfeit science and espouse exotic philosophies. From castles in the sky, business leaders remotely control the empires they reign over. Company leaders far removed from their factories often don’t know any of the workers and may have never even visited their town. Without so much as an employee survey, corporate executives have derailed thousands of lives with plant shutdowns and worker layoffs.

There are two ways for striving people to succeed: either they placate the whims of the gatekeepers who control the keys to their success, or they start a new game played on their own gameboard. To succeed, you either have to jump through someone else’s hoops or start your own circus. It’s time for people longing for peaceful prosperity to take the plunge and go into business for themselves by establishing a revolutionary business culture based on full cooperation, not remote control—to establish businesses run by human beings for human beings. Businesses modern in the products and services they offer, yet old-fashioned by prioritizing people over profits.


Money represents energy. Money made fairly is clean energy. Guiding that clean energy through the right channels can lead to lasting success in many endeavors. It may seem an unconventional path to harmony and enlightenment, to make and manage money well, yet it is only through enlightened businesses and honest money managers that the world can be transformed. The only way to get ahead in the real world is to beat the money grubbers at their own game. Every business is an expression of the philosophy that drives it. A business must earn a profit to thrive, yet money need not be an end, rather the means to the higher goal of local harmony and prosperity. Enlightened rebels fight for change, but instead of trying to change how other people do business, entrepreneurial activists concentrate on the challenges of their own enterprises. They mind their own businesses rather than meddling in the affairs of others.


I remember many movies depicting good ol’ boys gathered at the local country club; city commissioners running their town from smoke-filled banquet rooms, crooked people gathered on colorful plantation house verandas to drink mint juleps and settle their scores. No one denies there is significant corruption in business and government throughout much of the world. The pertinent questions concern where the corruption lies hidden, who precisely is corrupt, and how they get away with their chicanery. Every side claims the others are up to no good. This book does not concern itself with corruption in the greater world. This is a guide for us to tap into the power of our goodness by abiding by high principles from the start.


5.−Household Revolution

For the fourth summer I sold jewelry on the beach, I rented a five-bedroom house on Long Island in Nassau County. More than a dozen hippies came to live under my roof to sell my unique line of jewelry on all the major, and a few minor, beaches on the Island. This was the early peak of my empire. I had taken charge, gotten things organized and properly ascended to my rightful throne. I was the undisputed Jewelry King of Long Island commanding a small army that eventually made a few sales every place people congregated where sand and water met on the South Shore.

Our home base was Robert Moses State Park in western Suffolk County. I claimed Field Two, the spoiled brat, rich kid, party beach, where it was okay to blast your radio. I have fond memories of walking along the beach hearing the same song play from dozens of boom boxes. Ellen and Brian, friends from Key West, came up for the summer. Jack parked his school bus in the driveway. Some people stayed for the entire season, while others came from all over the country to work the beaches for a few weeks. My buddy Terry came from Chicago and directed the movie for a week so I could attend the National Rainbow Gathering in western Pennsylvania. It turned out to be a great season. We later referred to it as the Magic Summer.

I fondly recall that summer because everyone in our humble household got along so well. Money wasn’t an issue; everyone made good money and had fun making it. Aside from one couple who had a few heated arguments, there was no drama. I was the dream boss: free and easy. If someone had walked in on us hanging out, they would have had a hard time guessing I was the mastermind of the operation. We had a big backyard with a volleyball net and a barbeque pit. We had such a happening scene; cool people came from all over to kick it at our pad.

No one in our household ever argued about money, we had enough. Everyone could afford to go to the movies or out on the town whenever they wanted. If you needed a ride, there was always someone headed your way. We had peace and prosperity. We had unintentionally created our own little village and returned to the way people were meant to live. From that experience, I came to the conclusion that when people enjoy their work, earn good money and a have comfortable home, living together in harmony is totally possible.

Nowadays, few people live as they did at the dawn of settled society in the primitive simplicity of a remote village nestled deep in the wilderness. Most people live in the complexity of the civilized world in a house or apartment. Despite living physically on top of each other, many residents are estranged from most of the people living around them. Neighbors nod their heads as they pass each other by on their way to wherever they are rushing to. ‘Latchkey kids’ return from school to an empty home. Single folk come home to a vacant abode. Commuters hurry home from a hard day at work to fix dinner, unwind and watch some TV, so most neighbors are too worn out to share time after work.


To ‘divide and conquer’ is a war strategy widely expressed in everyday parlance. People are divided by fear, ill will and misinformation; then conquered by depression, addiction and loneliness. One of the principal ways to come together described in this book is people designing and developing their own neighborhoods as modern villages; herein called private-commonwealth estates. Residents of these intentional neighborhoods will enjoy their private lives; yet when they’re in the mood for company they will be able to enjoy a rich social life with good neighbors.


Until quite recently it was common for extended families to live together. It must have been a lot of fun sharing a home with grandparents, uncles, aunts, and children of all ages fussing and fighting in one big household. Individual preferences and opportunities fostered by education drew family members in separate directions. Children went away to college and moved near and far to pursue professional careers. The more adventurous offspring discovered their lands of enchantment and settled in other parts of the country. The less adventurous ones moved to a part of town they preferred or could afford. Family resentments are famous for running long and deep—Grudges can last for decades.
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