
        
            [image: cover]
        

    

 




 


 


 


 


Maine Coons - Owners Guide from Kitten to
Old Age.

 


Buying, Caring for, Grooming, Health,
Training and Understanding Your Maine Coon Cat or Kitten.

 


By Rosemary Kendall

 


Copyright 2014 - Published
by Rosemary Kendall at Smashwords.

 


This e-book is licensed for your personal
enjoyment only. This e-book may not be re-sold or given away to
other people. If you would like to share this book with another
person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient.

 


If you are reading this book and did not
purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please
return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for
respecting the hard work of this author.

 


This book is also available in paperback at
most online retailers.


Copyright and Trademarks

 


This e-book is copyright protected and is NOT
free. You may NOT give it away! If you do, legal proceedings will
be started for copyright infringement and compensation for
potential loss of earnings.

 


All rights reserved. No part of this e-book
may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means,
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, taping, or by any information storage retrieval system,
without the written permission of the author.

 


This publication is Copyright 2014 by CWP
Publishing.

 


A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British library.

 


All products, publications, software and
services mentioned and recommended in this publication are
protected by trademarks. In such instance, all trademarks &
copyright belong to the respective owners.

 


Disclaimer and Legal Notice

 


This product is not legal or accounting
advice and should not be interpreted in that manner. You need to do
your own due-diligence to determine if the content of this product
is right for you. While every attempt has been made to verify the
information shared in this publication, neither the author nor the
affiliates assume any responsibility for errors, omissions or
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived
slights to any specific person(s) or organization(s) are purely
unintentional.

 


We have no control over the nature, content
and availability of the web sites listed in this book. The
inclusion of any web site links does not necessarily imply a
recommendation or endorse the views expressed within them. CWP
Publishing takes no responsibility for, and will not be liable for,
the websites being temporarily unavailable or being removed from
the internet.

 


The accuracy and completeness of information
provided herein and opinions stated herein are not guaranteed or
warranted to produce any particular results, and the advice and
strategies contained herein may not be suitable for every
individual. The author shall not be liable for any loss incurred as
a consequence of the use and application, directly or indirectly,
of any information presented in this work. This publication is
designed to provide information in regard to the subject matter
covered.

 


Neither the author nor the publisher assume
any responsibility for any errors or omissions, nor do they
represent or warrant that the ideas, information, actions, plans,
or suggestions contained in this book are in all cases accurate. It
is the reader's responsibility to find advice before putting
anything written in this book into practice. The information in
this book is not intended to serve as legal advice.

 



 Foreword

 


Like most people, my initial attraction to
the Maine Coon breed was their wonderful size. I love big cats, and
a really large Maine Coon can get upward of 25 lbs. / 11.34 kg.
That’s pretty much the ideal cat in my book.

 


The first Maine Coon I met, however, was the
runt of the litter and no larger than any other domestic cat. I was
housesitting for friends in, of all places, Maine. My friend
apologized for Lucy, saying, “She didn’t get the Maine Coon
handbook on personality either. She’s kinda shy.”

 


These cats are known for natures so
gregarious and affable they’re almost dog-like in their
interactions; following their people from room to room and
preferring to lie nearby companionably rather than feeling a dire
need to be in the middle of everything.

 


I was to be there for almost a month, so Lucy
and I had time. Not knowing quite what else to do, I just started
talking. At first I would only get glimpses of her, but I kept up
my end of the conversation. By Friday of the first week, the
strikingly beautiful orange and white cat, known as a “red” in this
breed, was sitting in the door of the hallway watching TV with me.
Sunday night she joined me in bed, and Monday morning we read the
newspaper together.

 


Something I said, I’ll never know what,
sealed the deal between us and for the rest of the month, I had a
shadow around the house. Often in the evenings Lucy curled up on
the couch while I read, and invariably she trotted down the hall
with me at bedtime.

 


The trademark Maine Coon humor surfaced, in
fact, over my reading glasses, which she loved to nudge out of
place. I’m one of those reluctant eyeglass wearers. I take them off
when they slide down on my face and set them aside in annoyance,
only to reach for them in greater irritation because all books and
newspapers are printed with such tiny type today.

 


Never one time when I was in that house with
Lucy could I find my glasses where I sat them down. They weren’t
harmed in any way. They weren’t hidden exactly, but they weren’t
where I left them, and I swear that cat was grinning at me.

 


I discovered she was happily adept at games
of paper wad soccer, and would even fetch a little. By the time my
friends returned, Lucy and I had bonded solidly and she was always
glad to see me when I came for other visits in the future.

 


It wasn’t long after that, at a cat show,
when I saw my first really big Maine Coon male, a red, like Lucy.
Within a couple of months, I purchased a kitten from a breeder. I
was hooked and within five years I was running my own cattery. This
was a most unexpected development in my life, becoming a vocation
and avocation that has consumed me for many years.

 


I’ve raised several cat breeds through the
years, including Maine Coons. Of all the breeds with which I’ve
worked, I’ve found them to be the most consistently social. Yes, a
Siamese will dog your every step and demand to know your schedule
in triplicate, commenting loudly all the time.

 


A Maine Coon is just that devoted, but tons
less, well . . . potentially neurotic. (Apologies to all Siamese
lovers, but don’t get one until you have the time and capacity to
commit to the relationship!)

 


Maine Coons are interested and curious by
nature. They want to be with you. They’ll make you laugh, and they
will manage your life — sweetly, with melodic trilling chirps that
are so adorable coming out of cats that big, you’ll be entranced
all over again.

 


Yes, they are longhaired cats, but trust me.
I’ve lived with Persians. With regular combing and brushing, and
the occasional trip into see the groomer, the silky and weather
resilient coat of the Maine Coon is very manageable. These are,
however, indoor cats, as all domestic breeds should be.

 


(Very large Maine Coons are at particular
danger for being mistaken for wild animals and there are a lot of
idiots in the world.)

 


I hope to give you an introduction to the
Maine Coon and to their basic care, as well as some insight into
life with cats in general.

 


There really aren’t enough good things I can
say about this breed, and I think when you meet them, both in the
pages of this book and in person, you’ll feel the same way.
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Chapter 1 - The World of the Maine
Coon

 


The primary reason people give for being
interested in the Maine Coon is the size of the breed. Big, burly
males can average 15-25 lbs. / 6.8-11.3 kg. Females are smaller,
but still pleasantly solid at 10-15 lbs. / 4.53-6.8 kg.
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Individuals of either gender may grow to even
greater sizes. And it’s not just weight. Stewie, a Maine Coon that
died of cancer in 2013, held the Guinness Record as the world’s
longest domestic cat at 48.5 inches / 123.19 cm from the tip of his
nose to the end of his tail. That’s more than four feet or 1.23
meters!

 


The Maine Coon is, in fact, the largest of
all the domestic cats and America’s native longhaired breed. But
the real draw, in my opinion, is the Maine Coon’s superior, highly
companionable personality. Although very people-oriented, these
cats aren’t needy or dependent. They like to hang out with their
humans in an easygoing, laid back kind of way.

 


If you want to have a big (and at times, even
goofy) sidekick with fur, you’ll be hard pressed to find a better
cat than a Maine Coon. He’ll be your constant wingman.
Affectionate, amusing, and family oriented, this is one of the most
liked of all pedigreed cat breeds for the simple reason that
they’re loyal and steadfast chums for their people.

 


Maine Coons Should Be Indoor Pets

 


I do want to say from the beginning that I
never allow any of my cats, regardless of breed, to go outside. All
of my cats are indoor pets and I strongly recommend taking this
attitude with your own pets.

 


Many Maine Coons are large enough and “wild”
looking enough to be mistaken for wildlife. There are a lot of
idiotic people with guns in this world. “Outside” isn’t safe for
our pets in my opinion anyway, but I want to doubly emphasize this
point for Maine Coons.

 


It doesn’t matter how hardy they are by
constitution, or how weather resistant their coat is by nature’s
gift. Maine Coons should be indoor cats.

 


What is a “Registered” Pedigree?

 


Before I introduce you to the Maine Coon in
detail, let’s look at exactly what it means to adopt a cat that has
a registered pedigree. To be 100% certain that you are indeed
adopting a purebred Maine Coon, you must locate a cattery that
specializes in the breed, and purchase a kitten with a traceable
“family tree.”

 


As proof of the legitimacy of their
bloodlines, catteries associate themselves with one or more of the
major cat registries. By doing this, they assure potential
customers of the authenticity of their breed claims.

 


Although there are several cat registries,
the largest and best known are the Cat Fanciers’ Association (CFA)
and The International Cat Association (TICA). A cat has to be
registered with either group, for instance, to be shown in an
exhibition sponsored by that entity.

 


Kittens born in catteries are classed as
either “show quality” or “pet quality.” The latter are the kittens
that are made available to average potential buyers desirous of
acquiring a family cat.

 


Clearly this is not the only venue for
adopting a Maine Coon cat, but by working with a cattery where the
animals have registered pedigrees, you will be seeing the finest
examples of the breed you can find.

 


You will also have the benefit of adopting a
kitten produced from verifiable bloodlines that are actively
cultivated to avoid potential genetic health problems.

 


(I’ll discuss more on this topic in the
chapter on health, but the two primary conditions associated with
the breed are hip dysplasia and hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.)

 


Brief History of the Maine Coon Breed

 


Although it’s a ridiculous notion that the
Maine Coon is a cross between a domestic cat and a raccoon, this is
still a story that gets circulated. Not only is it not true, it’s
genetically impossible!



There is a charming “origin” legend, however,
about a cabin boy on an ocean-going vessel. He collected beautiful
longhaired cats to bring good fortune to his ship and to control
rats onboard.

 


The boy’s name was Tom Coon and the story
says he continued to collect “Maine cats” after he became a sea
captain. When Coon went ashore, his cats went with him, where they
— like any lusty sailor on shore leave — intermingled with the
local cats until, in time, a distinct line of “Maine Coon” cats
evolved.

 


Without question, these heavily boned and
thickly furred cats became well adapted to life in the harsh Maine
winters and were useful on local farms to control vermin. Their
long, sturdy legs helped them to get through, over, or around all
sorts of obstacles — from deep snow to rocky ground — and they won
a reputation as premier barn cats.
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Certainly the breed has been well established
for more than a century, but one line of thinking suggests its
genetics are actually linked to Norwegian Forest Cats brought to
North American by the Vikings sometime around the year 1000.

 


It’s even possible the Maine Coon can claim a
relationship to Marie Antoinette’s beloved cats. Unlike the royal
family, the six white Turkish Angoras escaped the French Revolution
with the aid of Captain Samuel Clough. The former royal pets
finished out their lives in Wiscasset, Maine, where, in all
likelihood, they interbred with local cats.

 


Although the complete puzzle of the Maine
Coon’s evolution may never be sorted out, it is now Maine’s
official state cat. Once considered a working cat and a mouser,
Maine Coons are now beloved and pampered house pets. They have
exceptional personalities, are highly intelligent, and by nature
are agreeable and trainable.

 


Physical Characteristics and Personality

 


The Maine Coon is characterized as a “medium
to large” cat. Some females can be as small as 10 lbs. / 4.53 kg,
with big males often going up to 25 lbs. / 11.3 kg. A fair average
is around 18 lbs. / 8.16 kg. But frankly, even an “average” Maine
Coon looks bigger.

 


Mareen Holden-Ritchie of Amoramist Maine
Coons told me that she had a Maine Coon who went to his pet home
when he retired, and his weight was 36 pounds!

 


With broad chests, rectangular bodies, solid
musculature, and a big-boned frame, everything about a Maine Coon
connotes size and substance. Add to the picture big ears and big
tufted feet, and you have the perfect image of a gentle feline
giant. They have a lifespan of 12-15 years.

 


The somewhat shaggy coat of the Maine Coon is
shorter over the shoulders and down the front legs, but begins to
lengthen along the back and sides. The neck fur may, however, form
a thick mane, not unlike a lion’s. The cat’s britches are
especially long and full, as is the belly fur.

 


A flowing, bushy tail roughly the same length
as the body caps off the overall luxurious “look.” The tail is
often ringed, which has given more currency to the silly myth about
the cat being a feline / raccoon hybrid.

 


It’s almost impossible not to want to
pet a Maine Coon when you see one. When you touch the cat, you’ll
find his water resistant and insulating coat to be both silky and
soft, with a glossy sheen. There are tufts of fur between the paw
pads, as well as luxuriant tufts growing out of the ears, which may
also have lynx tips.

 


The ear tufting and decidedly prominent
cheekbones give the Maine Coon a vaguely “wild” appearance, but the
green to gold eyes give him away. Set wide in a box-like face, they
gaze outward with benign patience, clearly showing the Maine Coon
to be fully domesticated to the point of complacency.

 


For his solid bulk and size, however, the
Maine Coon’s voice is a gentle chirping trill. He’s a soft-voiced
fellow and his comments are delivered with something approaching
ironic humor. They’re talkers and commentators.

 


It’s easy to believe these cats go about
laughing at the absurdities of life, an impression the breed
bolsters with a reputation for downright silly antics. The
kittenish behavior never goes away; it’s there for life with a
Maine Coon.

 


They grow slowly, taking 3-4 years to reach
full maturity. During that time their loving and sweet dispositions
seem to mellow into affectionate adulthood.

 


They exhibit great loyalty to their humans
and are social cats, following their people from room to room and
providing “assistance” and “supervision” for the current project at
hand. They don’t just like human companionship; they actively seek
it out.

 


A Family Cat?

 


The Maine Coon makes a really fantastic
family cat. They aren’t lap cats per se, but they do want to be a
part of whatever’s going on around the house in a supervisory
capacity.

 


They not only get along well with children,
but they do perfectly fine with other pets, including dogs. Maine
Coons are no more difficult to acclimate in multi-cat households
than any other breed. In fact, Maine Coons are so easy-going, that
in spite of their size, they may be the ones to be picked on in a
feline territorial dispute.

 


Don’t worry that he’ll use his size to his
advantage. I did have a Maine Coon once that would get a rowdy
younger cat to calm down by lying on him, but that’s about as much
“aggression” as he ever managed.

 


If a Maine Coon doesn’t like what’s going on,
he simply manages to be somewhere else. That being said, I am a
firm believer that all children must be taught to deal respectfully
and gently with animals. You shouldn’t rely on the cat to be the
“responsible adult” in the situation.

 


Any cat, regardless of breed and no matter
how well-behaved, will react badly if it is being harassed or
handled roughly. In those situations, I frankly think it is the
child that needs to be instructed in better behavior, not the
cat.

 


And, while we are speaking of cats being
cats, I wouldn’t really trust any breed with the family parakeet or
aquarium fish. In multi-species households, careful segregation
should be the order of the day. Tightly-latched cages and secure
aquarium lids make for good neighbors.
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Multiple Maine Coons?

 


Multiple numbers of Maine Coons will get
along quite well in a household and two cats acquired at the same
time, or adopted from the same litter, will do especially well
together. You will be responsible for the regular combing of two
cats, but the Maine Coon is so much more low maintenance in this
regard than other longhaired breeds that this really isn’t a
daunting chore.

 


Male or Female?

 


This is a standard question, and one I’m
frankly not sure has any validity with this breed. I really do not
see a lot of difference in the personality and temperament of the
genders. All Maine Coon cats are calm, even-tempered, affectionate,
and even comical cats. They are a joy, pure and simple.
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