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Have you ever wondered where the idea of an immortal soul comes from, and if it is correct? It may come as a surprise to you to know that this idea is not found anywhere in the bible.

We all know that death is a reality in this present world. We all live and then one day we all die. There is no escaping this. The very thought of dying is not a very pleasant one, and it is always devastating for those who are left behind. The hope of all people is that the deceased person is still alive in some form and has gone to a better place.

The most common belief among Christians it that the good go to an eternal reward in a place called Heaven, while those who have done evil during their lives here on the earth are all doomed to go to a place of eternal punishment, usually called Hell.

These beliefs are all based on the idea all humans have an immortal soul that can never die, but will continue to live on in one or the other of these places. Since the soul is still living after death, then it has to go somewhere. Either to eternal happiness in Heaven, or to eternal torment in Hell. This appears to be the most widely held belief in Christianity.

The truth about humans having an immortal soul differs completely from the above scenario. To fully understand this, we need to go to the word of God, or His holy bible for the correct answer. We need to know why, and how we were created, and why we must all die.

The good news, or the gospel, is that there are rewards for both the good and the evil, but it is not what is commonly taught in traditional churches. The bible will teach us we do not have an immortal soul, and we do not go to either Heaven or Hell when our earthly bodies die. When you understand the truth, it is so much better than what you may hope for. But only if you are prepared to believe the word of God.

The first thing we must do is to get a definition of the word Immortal.

1. not mortal; not liable or subject to death; undying:our immortal souls.

2. remembered or celebrated through all time.

3. not liable to perish or decay; imperishable; everlasting.

4. perpetual; lasting; constant.

OK, so if we have an immortal soul, this means it can never die. The soul will live on somewhere for all eternity and that will be Heaven or Hell. Depending on how good or bad you were during our lifetime on earth. This is the teaching of most of the major Christian denominations today.

This idea of immortality of the soul was further influenced by the early Greek philosophers Socrates, Augustine and especially Plato. They all reasoned the soul was separate from the body and would live eternally.

Let us go back to the first book in the Bible. Back to Genesis 2:7 to see how God created the first human, Adam. 


Gen 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 



The most important thing we must consider here it the fact that when God breathed into Adam’s nostrils, he became a living soul. God did not put an immortal soul into Adam when He created him. No, he became a living soul (Nephesh in the Hebrew language) We are all living souls.

So Adam was formed out of the dust of the ground and became a living soul. There is nowhere recorded here that he was then given an immortal soul, just that he became a living soul, a living creature. Therefore, Adam was created as a mortal being, capable of dying and returning to the dust he was created from. Then God created Eve from one of Adam’s ribs (yes, I believe this actually happened) Later; they were both guilty of sinning against God by eating from the forbidden fruit in the middle of the garden. 

It did not take Satan too long to persuade Adam and Eve to eat of this tree, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden. He did this by convincing them they would not die if they ate from this tree as 


Gen 3:4  The serpent said to the woman, “You won’t really die,”

Gen 3:5  for God knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.



In verse four, Satan tells Eve she will not die, and in verse five, she will be like God Himself. Satan used Eve’s free will to make the wrong decision. Eve believed Satan’s lie that she would not die and that she would be like God and live forever. She could make her own decisions based on what she thought was right or wrong. She no longer wanted God’s direction in her life.

We can see the penalty God applied to them for disobeying Him in Gen 3:17-24.


Gen 3:17  To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat from it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 

Gen 3:18  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 

Gen 3:19  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.

Gen 3:20  Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 

Gen 3:21  The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 

Gen 3:22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

Gen 3:23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 

Gen 3:24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 
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