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Shakamak Indiana State Park

An Indiana State Park History and Tourism Guide

Indiana State Park Travel Guide Series

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Established in 1929, the 1766-acre Shakamak State Park features wonderful fishing, camping, hiking and swimming recreational activities. This book includes an extensive history of the park and a wealth of information about the park's facilities as well as tourism guides to the surrounding area. 

Hiking

Hikers will find 7.88 miles of hiking in Shakamak State Park ranging from easy to moderate. 

Camping

The 122-site modern campground is located in the southeast corner of the park with some campsites overlooking Lake Lenape. 

Fishing

Anglers have three lakes, Lake Shakamak, Lake Kickapoo and Lake Lenape totaling nearly 400 acres in which to cast their lines. 

Swimming

The public swimming pool is located near the center of the park adjacent to Lake Shakamak and the Nature Center. Trail 1 provides hiking access to the pool. The pool is open from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  

Indiana County Guide

An extensive tourism guide for the three counties with land in the park, Greene County, Sullivan County and Clay County is included in this book as well. 

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]

[image: image]

––––––––

[image: ]


Shakamak Indiana State Park

Published Paul R. Wonning
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Ebook Edition

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given way to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

Author Note:

The author strives for accuracy, however even he is capable of making mistakes. If the reader sees an error, contact the author and he will make corrections, if possible.

Shakamak Indiana State Park

All rights reserved.

If you would like email notification of when new installments of

this series are available, email the author for inclusion in the subscription list.

Paul R. Wonning

Mossyfeetbooks@gmail.com

Facebook Mossy Feet Books

Mossy Feet Books
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Park Information
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Established 1929

1766 Acres

400-acre lake

Hiking Trails

Boat Ramp

Swimming / Pool / Water slide

Fishing

Canoe, Kayak, Paddle Boat Rental

Tennis Court

Basketball Court

Recreation and Picnic Shelter Rental

Camping

Full hook-up / 8 sites

Electric / 114 sites

Non-electric / 42 sites

Maple Loop / 10 sites with two paved, accessible sites

Group Camp

Dumping Station

Camp Store

Cabins

Located in Sullivan, Greene and Clay Counties

Shakamak State Park

6265 W. State Road 48

Jasonville, IN 47438

(812) 665-2158

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2969.htm

Back to Table of Contents
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History of Shakamak State Park
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The land that makes up Shakamak State Park has its origins in abandoned coal mines in Sullivan, Clay and Greene Counties. These three counties donated the land to the state from 1927 - 1929. The name derives from the Kickapoo tribe's word, “shakamak”, which means "river of long fish," a term which applies to the numerous eels that live in the river, which the tribe considered a dietary delicacy.

Indiana's Coal

300 million years ago Portions of the region we know as Indiana was covered at one time by huge swamps. Indiana was much warmer at this time, an environment that was ideal for plants to grow. Vast quantities of dead vegetation accumulated over the centuries to form a layer of brown, spongy peat at the bottom. Geologic and climatic changes over the centuries allowed soil and rock to form over this layer of peat. As time passed the heat and pressure of this buildup converted the peat, hardening it into the substance we know as coal. Each ten-foot layer of peat will generate about one foot of coal from this pressure and heat buildup. The coal in Indiana is of a type called bituminous coal which is very low in moisture and is an ideal fuel for using in electricity generating plants and to make coke for the steel industry. The earliest records of commercial mining in Indiana date from the mid-Nineteenth Century. Most of the coal in Indiana is found in the southwestern part of the state. 

The Indiana Coal Fields

Indiana's coal fields are part of the Eastern Interior Coal Basin, which includes southwestern Indiana, part of northwestern Kentucky and nearly all of Illinois. The Indiana portion includes about 6,500 square miles. The Indiana portion of this field originally possessed about 37,293 million tons of usable reserves of coal. The layers in these beds range from 14 inches thick to 42 inches thick. Two specialized forms of bituminous coal are, or were, present in the state, block coal and Cannel coal. Block coal has divisions from 24 inches to 48 inches apart marked by vertical joints and horizontal splits. Most of this coal has already been mined out of the state. Cannel coal is composed of finely divided plant material and has a high gas value. It burns clean, with a yellow flame and lights quickly. 

History Coal Mining in Indiana

Explorers traveling along the Wabash River were the first people to note the existence of coal in the region that would become Indiana. Robert Fulton mined a small amount of coal along the Ohio River in 1812. Twenty years later, in 1832, ads began to appear in newspapers offering quantities of coal for sale. The American Cannel Coal Company of Cannelton, Perry County, Indiana became the first company to receive a charter to mine coal in 1837. Flatboat operators began shipping small quantities of coal on the White, Wabash and Ohio Rivers. These early mining operations involved the miner using a pick and shovel to remove the coal, after which he loaded it on a horse drawn wagon to transport it to market. Later, miners began using horse powered scrapers to remove the coal. During these early years miners produced about 9700 tons of coal. The primary use for this coal would have been to provide power to steamboats, home heating and blacksmith's forges. Most of this coal came from Perry and Warrick Counties. The rise of railroads in the 1850's created a new market for coal and an easier means of transporting it as well. During the years after the expansion of the rail lines mining operations, and employment, expanded rapidly in the state. Production would eventually grow to encompass 18 counties in the southwestern part of the state. These include:

Clay County

Daviess County

DuBois County

Gibson County

Greene County

Knox County

Martin County

Owen County

Parke County

Perry County

Pike County

Posey County

Spencer County

Sullivan County

Vanderburgh County

Vermillion County

Vigo County

Warrick County

It was not until 1887 that mining companies began using machinery to harvest coal. During the latter part of the Nineteenth Century gas was discovered in Indiana, which led to an expansion of industry in the state which used this cheap energy source. Coal began to replace this when the gas wells began to exhaust themselves by the early Twentieth Century. 

Underground Mining

Most of the first coal mines in Indiana were underground mines called "coal banks," mainly because coal seams visible along the banks of rivers or streams were dug out. Miners first dug out a "drift," or "entry," which is a horizontal passageway clove into a seam. They then cut cross entries, which are branch off passages. In this type of mining miners typically left a column of coal, amounting to about half of the coal, unmined to act as a support for the ceiling. They would then work around these pillars creating "rooms." As better equipment became available, they would then sink down vertical shafts and then dig horizontally as they followed the seam of coal. For ventilation and lowering of machinery and supplies they would sink vertical shafts which connected with the underground workings. 

Strip Mining

By the early 20th Century excavating equipment had evolved to the point where strip mining was economically feasible. The first strip mines in Indiana appeared around 1917. By 1935 about 43% of Indiana's coal was strip mined. Indiana at this point was the largest producer of bituminous coal in the United States. Strip mining is much more efficient than underground mining with about 80% of available coal recovered as opposed to about 50% in an underground operation. 

Slope Mining

Slope mining resembles the horizontal entry underground mine. In a slope mine the entry slopes downward from the opening into the earth to the seam of coal. 

Mining Accidents

Mining is a dangerous business which has led to the deaths of many miners throughout the history of mining. Since record keeping began in 1878 hundreds of people in Indiana have been killed by explosions, cave ins and other mining accidents. Other accidents include children and others falling into abandoned mine shafts and dying as a result. one of the worst accidents occurred on March 22, 1905, when an explosion caused by blasting powder and coal dust killed nine men at the Oswald Mine in Gibson County. The worst recorded accident occurred near Sullivan County on February 20, 1925, when a spark ignited gas and coal dust, causing a horrific explosion that killed 51 miners. 

Sullivan County Mining

The first records of coal mining in Sullivan County appear in 1816. The earliest mines were owned by farmers that would open a pit on their lands for their own use, or to sell locally. Local blacksmiths occasionally used this coal instead of charcoal in their forges. Apparently the first serious efforts at coal mining in Sullivan County occurred sometime around 1879 when the Dugger brothers, William, Francis and Henry, opened a mine near present day Dugger, Indiana. They platted the town of Dugger in 1879. By the mid 1890's Sullivan County had become the third largest coal producing county in the state. By the late 1920's many of the mines now included in the area of Shakamak State Park were abandoned. 

Greene County Mining

Small scale coal mining began in Greene County early in its history, however in 1859 the first commercial mine opened. Mining remained small scale until the Indianapolis and Vincennes Railroad crossed Greene County in 1869. By turn of the 20th Century there were over 200 mines operating in the county. By the 1920's many of the mines were abandoned and some are now included in Shakamak State Park. 
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