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“Jonathan Srock writes from the perspective of a man who has lived and experienced the life of the Holy Spirit and holiness. He knows what the Word of God says about holiness, a subject many ministers today feel somewhat uneasy to discuss let alone write or preach about. Jonathan discusses in his book that: ‘Many Christians spend their lives on the front side of Holiness ... resisting sin, temptation, and the devil. They try to stave off these evil forces daily, using all their effort and energy. They live in the trenches. But holiness is more than avoiding temptation and sin. On the other side of holiness, we submit to God.’ That concept is excellent advice for all believers living in the twenty-first century. Jonathan’s words resonate loudly as we face today’s enormous postmodern Church challenges! For true seekers of God, this book on holiness is a must read.”

—Pastor Walt Smith

Former South Central West Sectional Presbyter,

Penn-Del District Council of the Assemblies of God

“Right from the Introduction of Holiness Matters, the foundation for what Jonathan wants to accomplish is clear. This book is challenging but very understandable for the newest Christ-follower to the most seasoned Christian. It explores deeply every area of a subject that seems overlooked in this day and age. I can’t recommend this book enough!”

—Pastor Bernie Elliot, Jr.

National Bible Quiz Coordinator, Assemblies of God

“In a world where people are a law unto themselves, and everyone is doing what is ‘right in their own eyes,’ Pastor Srock brings a timely message of correction and hope. Holiness truly does matter—today and tomorrow. You will find truth, insights, and practical application in this book. For your family, your nation, and yourself, please read this book and put it into action.”

—Dr. Mark Wootton

Discipleship Pastor, Cornerstone Church, Bowie, MD

​“Pastor Jonathan Srock’s Holiness Matters book is a guided process that provides modern applications for ancient concepts present in the Gospels. Each chapter addresses challenges that modern Christians must navigate daily as we try to live the life of a modern holy Christian and not just as a Christian in name only. 

Pastor Jonathan, through his step-by-step text, clearly nudges the reader back into conscious compliance with the Gospels and those common themes of sin we all confront daily. He provides understanding of how to get reconciled to God. Holiness Matters is a modern practical approach to repentance and reconciliation that every Christian needs to read.”

—Chip Aikins

Commercial Pilot and FAA Certificated Pilot Instructor

“Pastor Jonathan Srock is not afraid to tackle a difficult subject like holiness.  He presents the deep truths in Scripture in a way that is simple and applicable to both the seasoned believer and recent converts. From a pastor's heart, this book enables the reader to see from the Scriptures how walking with the Spirit enables us to live the life Jesus desires for us!” 

—Pastor Zac McDonald

State College Access Church, State College PA

If you enjoy this book, please visit my website and subscribe to my email newsletter.

Signing up gives you the free gift

of my short story collection.

Every month you’ll be updated on my blog and everything that’s happening.

Thank you for your support!

Visit https://www.jonathansrock.com/ 

and subscribe.
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​​​​​Dedication
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To my loving and supportive grandma, Loretta Jacobs,

who told me to write this book for this generation.

We need to hear from the Holy Spirit

on these issues once again.​
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Foreword
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One of the people for whom I have the utmost respect in this world is Jon Srock. I have had the unique privilege to know Jon and his family for over twenty years. I have witnessed firsthand his growth from a young boy into a truly inspirational man of God. 

I first met Jon when I was a twenty-six-year-old, wet-behind-the-ears preacher walking into his first senior pastorate in the hills and coal country of central Pennsylvania. Jon’s father, who was on the board, took a risk on a young man with a call on his life and not much experience. Jon’s precious mother became my secretary for three years. I consider them some of the greatest Christians I know, and wonderful friends. 

I remember meeting Jon for the first time. He was barely a teenager, short, awkward looking, and wearing eyeglasses as thick as the bottom of one of those old glass Coke bottles you could get from the machine for a quarter back in the day. I remember thinking, “How do those thick glasses not break his nose?”

What struck me the most was his smile. He introduced himself to me and shook my hand with the biggest smile on his face. Within moments, I knew there was something exceptional about this young man. After he shook my hand, we talked for a long time about the ministry and his desire to become a pastor. That one talk turned into decades of friendship and many hours of deep biblical and philosophical discussions.

Over the years I watched my friend grow into a great man of God. He has faced setbacks in his life that would make most people throw in the towel on their dreams—from his legal blindness to the onset of a disease that has left him paralyzed from the neck down and at the mercy of a breathing machine. Jon is one of the most courageous, determined, and truly godly people I know.

As a matter of fact, Jon has not let his challenges keep him from ministering the Word of God. Jon has helped many churches, preached, and written many articles and several books all from the confines of a bed and a room in a house built by the hands of his father in the rural hills of PA.

Jon is smart and always has been. He is certainly smarter than me. Time and again we have joked about his nerdiness. From memorizing entire books of the Bible as a teenager for Bible Quiz to his understanding of Greek and Hebrew, I remain in awe of his quest for knowledge and information. 

One of the truly joyful moments in my life was when Jon came to intern at my current church in Jupiter, Florida one summer. He would ride on the back of my motorcycle as I picked him up and took him home from the office. He would even go snorkeling with me in the ocean. I remember that one Sunday, as he came ready to preach, he was reading his text from the original Greek and Hebrew Bible. He never shunned an adventure. 

Why do I give you so much background? Simply because I have watched this man I have known for many years stay faithful to his calling all while going through his own Job experience. By Job, I mean that Jon has never once blamed God for his trials. Never once has he even thought of cursing God and dying. Never once has he compromised his faith because of his disappointments. Jon remains an example of what it looks like to live in the holiness of God. 

Jon has written a powerful book and a companion study guide/workbook on the subject of holiness—one of the most neglected areas of preaching in our day, both on the holiness of God and the call and command that God has given us to “Be holy as He is Holy.” We forget that without holiness no one will see God. We are so busy learning how to live our best life now that we do not even realize that God did not call us to be more like our original self, but that God calls us to be just like Him. 

One of the prayers I pray quite often is,


Jesus, let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight. I know that out of the abundance of the heart my mouth will speak. God, I want to be holy as you are holy. Give me a heart like David; help me to be a man after your own heart. Help me to be a man of faith, one who walks by faith and not by sight. Lord, I know that faith starts with a desire to please you because without faith it is impossible to please you. 



I then begin to thank God because He promises that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Without the help of the Holy Spirit, there is no possible way that you and I can live a holy life. Christ’s work on the Cross has made us holy, and we have been made the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ. We are holy because Jesus has made us holy, but we have a responsibility to live holy. We have the joyful responsibility to set ourselves apart for God alone and to live in a way pleasing to Him. 

This book is a complete study on both the holiness of God and how we can do our part to stay set apart for Him. Jon does a fantastic job keeping this book practical without ever becoming legalistic. 

I hope that as you read this book, you will desire to become more and more like Jesus. I pray that this book will inspire you and at the same time challenge you. I pray it will expose in all of us the areas of compromise we hold onto. 

I also pray that this book will bring all of us the freedom and determination to say, “Yes” to Jesus and “No” to worldliness and sin. By the time you have read this book from cover to cover, I pray that you will have a greater love for God and a greater hatred and intolerance for sin in your own life. May we all be holy as He is holy.

—Rev. Marvin Nemitz

Pastor, Harvest Community Church

Jupiter, Florida
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Preface
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Although holiness is one of the central themes of the Bible and the Christian life, several views on holiness may confuse Christians: (1) seeing holiness as unattainable no matter what we do, (2) seeing holiness as a futile attempt in this life, or (3) waffling between legalism and freedom in Christ.

God commands Christians to be holy as He is holy. This command issues an expectation that holiness is attainable for Christian living. But what are God’s high standards for believers, and how can we live them out? Unfortunately, today, ten Christians would give you ten different holiness standards.

Holiness concerns God’s expectations for Christians in their character, inner life, and behavior, but how do we go about it? A divine partnership exists with God relative to the Holy Spirit’s work in us and our obedience to Him. The goal is that a holy God will dwell with His people.

This book highlights principled holiness, including the act of applying biblical commands, warnings, and principles for life. If the Bible does not provide commands concerning a current issue, believers must apply principles. The benefit of principled holiness lies in avoiding legalism by seeing a larger picture. Moral, cultural, and social matters often arise that the Bible does not directly address. In these situations, God’s principles still provide guidance.

I write about holiness because I have heard all three of these stances mentioned above in my ministry. This book will concentrate on how to live in the victory of Christ, with victory over sin, being obedient to God, and pleasing Him in every area of our lives. Holiness has always been a hot topic in the churches where I have preached and pastored.

My experience with holiness originates from my background in the Assemblies of God (AG). This Pentecostal fellowship came out of the Pentecostal-Holiness tradition. People began asking, “Why am I still sinning after becoming a Christian? From where does the power to live a holy life come?” They discovered that the answer is to live in the Holy Spirit’s power.

I am no stranger to the concept of holiness, having seen the monster of legalism destroy people’s passion for Christ or seeing “freedom in Christ” turned into an excuse to delve into worldly practices. I have seen churches so isolate from the world that they become ineffective witnesses. Other churches so intermingle with the world that they become no different from it. I believe Christians can find a balance between these polar extremes.

In 2012, God led me, as lead pastor of New Life Assembly in Shillington, Pennsylvania, to preach on this topic. Every message I preached came from subjects on spiritual growth, worship, and holiness—like three legs that hold up the stool, in this case, the Christian life. When it was time to preach this series, I had a few qualms to take up with God before I began.

I had heard sermons about holiness where the pastor set the conduct for the church by making rules. Those who stayed and said, “Amen” were holy, but those who left were “liberals.” Other sermons minimized God’s standards. Preachers used Scripture out of context, or didn’t use Scripture, for the positions they took.

I wanted to preach a different sermon series. I was uninterested in laying down the law and also did not want to be like a flower in the wind, blowing wherever the popular winds might shift. Holiness should entail growing in godliness, seeking God’s high standards to live out. We navigate the tough issues of our culture by applying these principles. I wanted to preach principled holiness rather than rules-oriented holiness.

I preached this series by laying out guiding biblical principles, addressing each topic. Then, commands, warnings, exhortations, and any black-and-white statements came next. Where the Bible did not provide clear instruction on a topic, I presented a principle that provided boundaries for the topic. In this way, holiness became a process of discovering God’s best for daily living.

Thus, this book originated from the study and preparation for that sermon series. While preaching through this series, I visited my parents over Thanksgiving. I was sharing my approach to holiness, and my grandma kept telling me that I must write a book. I told her I was so busy with my pastoral duties and writing projects that it would be too much to add. She insisted that my generation and many others she knew would benefit from this approach.

I began writing this book on holiness at the end of 2012. However, in September 2013 I was struck with paralysis from the neck down. Until I was able to come to the home that I grew up in to receive 24/7 homecare, I was unable to write toward this project. I resumed my research and writing in 2017. So, this book has been a long time coming.

My grandma, who has always prayed for me, encouraged me, and seen God’s best in me is my inspiration for this book. But I write it for those who need the encouragement to live the holy life God desires of us all. May this book illuminate your understanding of holiness. May it provide a roadmap to victory in Christ’s sacrifice in your walk with Jesus. And may you live to glorify God in every facet of your life. Let these principles point the way to victory!

—Rev. Jonathan Srock

July 2021
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Discovering Holiness
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“Since all these things will be dissolved, what kind of

people ought you to be, by holy conduct

and godliness” (2 Pet 3:11).

“And godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim 6:6).

Today, there is much talk in the church about holiness—or not enough. Some consider holiness unreachable, and others ignore it. This one word causes polar opposite reactions in the Christian community and often remains misunderstood.

Since my youth, I have listened to people’s prayers. Some use “sacred words” to sound spiritual—words with deep meaning and history but that get turned into spiritual buzzwords or serve as a litmus tests for godliness. One of my favorites is, “Hallelujah.” It sounds and looks weird. This combination of two Hebrew words from the Psalms means “Praise the Lord.”

Since Bible college and seminary, my background in biblical languages makes my ears perk up when I hear people switch between “Praise the Lord” and “Hallelujah” in their prayers. Some people try to sound spiritual with repetition in prayer. Jesus warned against using empty words in prayer to sound spiritual (Matt 6:7). 

Only God knows the heart of the person praying, though. Everyone communicates differently with God. It need not sound eloquent or flowery. It can be gritty and real and should match the personality of the one praying.

Empty sacred cadences and spiritual words may only alienate people from a genuine experience with God. They do not make you more holy. Holiness is one of those words. Is it a sacred word without meaning that people say to sound spiritual?


Practicing Principled Holiness



Debate has raged for centuries—and continues today—about just what holiness entails. Some people complicate holiness, attempting to rob it of its practical power. Others relegate it to academia to avoid applying it to their lives. But holiness concerns God’s character and His expectations for all believers in Jesus.

Holiness demands standards of Christians that the world does not even register. The Bible mentions holiness, which serves as one of God’s chief attributes, over six hundred times. We must understand, pursue, and practice it. Imitating God’s holiness in our lives remains our mission from the Bible.

Yet how can we be holy like God? Is this an impossible standard placed on us for God’s amusement, or is holiness attainable? Answers vary as much as the people you ask. A good God does not amuse himself, however, by giving impossible goals to His people. Holiness is attainable, desirable, and God’s very best for us.

Holiness is attainable, desirable, and

God’s very best for us.

Many Christians struggle with temptation daily. Chasing after God with their whole being remains a luxury. They rationalize sin and open the door to it. When they consult other Christians they receive contrasting counsel. Satan wants Christians to stay stuck in the mire of questions and debates about holiness, but we can win the battle for holiness with God’s help. The devil is not on your side, and he’s no authority on holiness.

Some Christians set high legal standards of perfection that are impossible to follow. If no one can attain holiness, then heaven will be empty. Other Christians demonstrate no standards of holiness at all, relying instead on total grace and freedom in all. They say Jesus’s blood already covers all sin, and Christians can do whatever they want. We will address these issues in this book.

These two Christian extremes, and everything in between, create a dilemma. We want to please God and live holy lives, but confusion reigns. Holiness must become a reality that encompasses every part of us. It touches every area of our condition and life. 

This book approaches holiness not through legalistic demands or scholarly discussions but through principled holiness. Principled holiness takes into account the commands and their contexts, and applies biblical principles when commands do not provide clear direction in our current world. Through principled holiness, the Holy Spirit addresses every aspect of our character. Then He calls us to obedience as we walk with Jesus. Combining biblical commands and principles, we can be victorious over temptation and please God in our thoughts and actions.

This book will discuss holiness and its facets, turning it over and over like a diamond in our hands. We will not cover every aspect or answer every question, but our study will challenge you to come face to face with holiness. It will equip you with the tools to discover God’s principles and apply them for yourself. 

​Witnessing through Holy Living

Holiness matters more than ever before. Living a holy life before others assists our witness about Christ. People can see the change, the difference, in our lives. Holiness matters for today, and we must apply it instead of talking it to death.

Peter asks what sort of people we ought to be, living in holiness because of the end times that are approaching (2 Pet 3:11). This book’s title, Holiness Matters, challenges us to live holy lives before the Lord and the world. The Church courageously speaks on matters of holiness, but the public square isn’t listening. The only way society will listen now is if we live our beliefs with conviction and courage. Now more than ever, Christians need to practice the holy life. The culture surrounding us continues in darkness, pushing everything from degrading marriage to belittling Christian belief and practice.

Some people in our society demand Christians not only tolerate these sinful acts but accept and then promote them. We used to define tolerance as living with others of different beliefs and practices: i.e., do not bother them, and they won’t bother us. It was not segregation or isolation. Now, however, they define tolerance as acceptance. If Christians do not accept values contrary to their own they are singled out and ridiculed because they are different. Jesus warned us they would persecute us like they did Him.

Christians could be belligerent. We could choose violence over temperance, but Jesus did not teach that. Let the light shine forth in the world. We can be salt and light without pushing Jesus on people who do not want to hear about Him.

God uses our holy lifestyles to bring this change into people’s lives one person at a time. Practicing a holy lifestyle calls out the dark deeds of those who do not yet know Jesus.

Now more than ever Christians must stand firm and have the fortitude to not relegate holiness to a spiritual concept but to live it unapologetically. A holy lifestyle confronts the darkness without violence, anger, or fear. It leads by example instead of criticism.

A holy lifestyle confronts the darkness without violence, anger, or fear. It leads by example

instead of criticism.

The world needs to see something different. We do not need to be confrontational, but God calls us to influence our culture with the salt and light of His gospel. A holy life provides that avenue.

​Focusing on the Goal of Holiness

From the Old Testament to the New Testament, God desires to dwell with a holy people, to make them whole through His high calling and standards. He works holiness into His children’s character. Jesus himself calls us in Matthew 5 to be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect (v. 48). The Holy Spirit guides us to conform to Jesus’s image (Rom 8:29). We mature in Christ as we take on God’s holy attributes in our lives. God is building a holy house out of His Church.

God restores us from sin to righteousness, from darkness to light. From the moment of salvation, His declaration of holiness in us becomes reality as we grow closer to Him. He lays the challenge before us. Attaining holiness is not about taking God’s place. We are not God, or even little gods. Rather, our goal should be to please and dwell with the living and holy God. 

Holiness isn’t about looking good in front of others. It’s not about receiving praise from them. It’s about worshiping God for eternity and pleasing Him. And holiness is the way to get to that eternal dwelling.

Approaching Holiness

I have been legally blind since birth. Because of this, I must protect myself, and that means not doing similar things to what everyone else does. I justify my fear of heights because I cannot see the ground, and that protects me from unforeseen injury and harm. However, it also keeps me from experiences like sitting in the nosebleed section at a baseball or football game. I need to be careful, but I want to enjoy new experiences.

Holiness is not a destination but a road we travel

to get to God’s eternal presence. 

Some Christians approach holiness the same way. They look at it as an impossible goal not worth trying. They think, if I cannot achieve total holiness, why try? God is infinite, and we will never know Him completely; so, does that mean we do not try to know as much of God as is possible for our finite minds?

Holiness is not a destination but a road we travel to get to God’s eternal presence. We become perfect by conforming to Jesus. If we travel the road of holiness, we will arrive at our eternal destination. We cannot shrug holiness off or mark it for debate and discussion alone; it must have real implications and applications in our lives, affecting every area of our lives from the inside out. Holiness matters to God, and it must matter to us.

The Bible approaches holiness in three facets. The most foundational facet of holiness is separation from the evil world system. God calls us to come out from among them. The second facet of holiness is purity before the Lord. Our purity requires our allegiance to God and for us to not mix worldly and godly principles and practices. The third facet of holiness in the Bible is to live a godly life and abstain from worldliness. We will study these facets in detail in the first three chapters.

​​Moving from Principles to Practice

As you travel through this book, you will encounter two parts that take you from principles and commands in the Bible to holy practices that glorify God. Scripture contains many commands telling us God’s expectations, but God couched these commands within the culture and history of His people. We live in a different time and culture, but God’s expectations have not changed. Where God’s commands do not provide clear direction, He has also left principles we can apply to every situation of life.

This book is about the principles that guide us to fulfill God’s expectations through holiness. I begin with understanding holiness in the context of the Bible. This first part explores three facets of holiness, God’s desire and actions for us to be holy, how we get there, the role of Old Testament Law and God’s grace, and the Holy Spirit’s involvement.

In the second part of the book we move from understanding holiness to practicing it. We cover how God makes us new creatures in Christ, transforms our minds and hearts, frees us from addictions, gives us a hunger for Him, and helps us relate to other people in our lives.

This book will help you move from talking about holiness to living it out. It gives action steps that help you apply the commands and principles of the Bible to your life situations. I will introduce a process to follow for every area of your life. We start with God’s commands and their contexts in the Bible. If black-and-white commands don’t apply to your specific situation we next study the Bible’s principles of holiness. Then we ask the Holy Spirit to help us apply the commands and principles to our situation. Finally, we walk in obedience to the Holy Spirit and do what He says.

Each chapter probes the Bible for these principles on holiness and then suggests ways to apply these principles to each Christian’s life. Where I introduce my personal opinions on the matter, the goal is to help you figure out your views. My suggestions and own views are only examples. 

I am not pushing my beliefs on anyone. I hope to show you how I have come through this process personally. The book will serve as an example of one approach to each issue. You must discover your views through prayer, study, and agreement with the Holy Spirit.

Do not merely evaluate my findings for scholarly discussion. Examine every area of your life, placing it on God’s altar, under His holy microscope. It is an uncomfortable process, but we live for the approval of one Lord.

​​Pursuing a High Calling

When God calls us to be holy as He is holy, He is not commanding us to do something we cannot do. Certainly, this journey remains challenging and difficult, but God gives the Holy Spirit to each believer to ensure that His character transforms us to be like Him.

He has not left us to walk the road alone in hopes that we will arrive with Him. He stays with us every step of the way. We can lead a victorious and holy life because Jesus walks with us through the Holy Spirit’s presence in us.

Let us walk the path Jesus marked out for us with boldness. Join me as we discover God’s high expectations and standards for us. Along the way God will transform us to apply His principles to the situations we face in our lives.

The Holy Spirit guides us with our commitment and obedience. We can have victory over temptation and over sin. Then we can turn to pleasing and glorifying God with our whole being. We can fulfill God’s high, holy standards.

We are just getting started on the subject of holiness. If you have been looking for a way to please the Lord through holy living but were not sure how to do it, then you are in store for a deeper study and practice of holiness. Next, we look at God’s holiness and His command for us to be holy.​
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​PART 1
UNDERSTANDING HOLINESS
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Our road to holiness begins with our foundational understanding of what holiness is and where it comes from. God calls us to be holy like Him, and we must know how the Bible talks about this holiness if we are going to follow God’s command.

These first five chapters explain how God’s character of holiness is imparted to us, what the three facets of holiness in the Bible are, how holiness works itself through law and grace in our lives, and the Holy Spirit’s involvement in our walk toward holiness.

Once we gain a better grasp holiness and the Bible’s approach to it, we can bridge the gap to begin practicing holiness in our lives. If we misunderstand how God uses holiness in the Scriptures, we will misuse it today.

​



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1
Separating from the World
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“But according to the holy One who called you, become holy also in all your conduct, because it has been written, ‘You will be holy because

I Myself am holy’” (1 Pet 1:15-16).

Ever since I was little, I wanted to be like my dad. I could talk about his master carpentry trade or about him teaching carpentry to inmates for twenty years. But I did not become a carpenter. It’s difficult for a legally blind person like myself to cut wood with a saw or do the detailed work my dad can.

So, when I say I wanted to be like him, I’m talking about his character. I’m talking about a dad who worked hard and mastered his trade to provide for his family. My dad transitioned when I was a teenager to work in the prison system. He did not love that job because of some parts it entailed, but that fact did not change him; he still had a positive impact on the inmates in the carpentry trade classes he taught.

Just as I wanted to emulate my father’s character, God wants us to become holy like Him. He calls us to be separate from the scene in our world and embrace the character He is changing to be like Him in us. As we consider how God’s holy character influences and affects us as His children, we find out more about how He works in the background of our lives. He never lets us go, and when we are obedient to Him, He makes massive changes in us.

Holiness Principle #1: I can be holy and separate from this

world as God is holy and separate from His creation.

​Seeing Our Unique God

In Leviticus, God calls the Israelites to be holy because of His name and character (11:44-45). It’s no different in the New Testament. Peter quotes from Leviticus and calls Christians to “be holy as the one who called you is holy” (1 Pet 1:14-16). Holiness begins with God’s character. His holy actions stem from His holy character. Holiness in the Bible conveys several concepts. First, it means to be separate or unique. The second facet of holiness is to be pure. The third facet of holiness is to reject worldliness. We will focus on this first facet in this chapter. 

How is God separate and unique? God is superior to His creation. He is the teacher, and creation is His student. We learn holiness from our holy God. He remains distinct—unlike anyone or anything in His creation. No other being compares to Him. The Israelites had a common phrase in their worship, “Who is like our God?” because the Lord stands alone unlike anything in creation. His standards are the greatest and the highest.
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