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     Chapter 1 Romantic Interlude

In 2050, one of the most important human discoveries is made: faster than light speed drives. Several were invented and all school children learn them these days. Warp drive, Heinlein Irrelevancy Drive, Adams Improbability Drive, and Hyperdrive were all available on different spaceships by 2060. So, what did humans do then? They went out to establish colonies throughout the solar system.

	
Several people were key to establishing the colonies. Some notable ones founded the cities of Eris, out in the Kuiper Belt. Without people who knew how to grow lots of food, and who were brave to get training for travel in space and how to help build colonies on alien planets, the colonies would never have gotten off from the start.


	When Earth turned on the colonies, people all across the solar system joined together and fought back…


	So says many history books written on this time period. But who were these people in reality? Well, their stories are written here for everyone to find out.


Dora Winchester was sitting by a river reading a book. Nearby in the woods was a large dark cat staring at her. Soon the cat shapeshifted into a human man. He smiled and approached her. She kept reading.


		“Hello, there, little lady.”


	Dora jumped and dropped her book. “Oh, hello.”


	“What are you reading?”


	“Oh, it’s Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen.”


	“And in paper…”


	“Well, yes. It’s from my library.”


	“You own a whole library?”


	She smiled. “Well, no, it’s the public library open to everyone who lives in the area.”


	“Oh.” He sat down in front of her.


		She noticed his dark hair and his dark eyes. She found herself drowning in his eyes.


		He laughed softly. “Are you doing anything later?”


		She continued to drown.


	“I hope that’s a yes.”


		“Oh, yes?”


		“Will you go out with me tonight?”


	“Yes…”


	“Good.” He stood up. “I’ll meet you here in a few hours.”


	“Okay.” She watched him walk away.


		When he was gone, she shook her head. Who was he? What had happened to her? She blinked and saw the book on the grass. She picked it up and wiped the grass and dirt off of it. She quickly found her place and resumed reading.


A few hours later, she closed the book. She had just finished it. The sun was starting to set. She looked around her and saw no one. She wondered if he would show up. She stood up and started to walk home. She stopped when she saw a large black cat staring at her in the woods. She gasped.


		Then he was gone. She looked around, but couldn’t see the cat anywhere. It was menacing. She knew cats could be stealthy and quick. She twirled around and tried to listen as well as she could.


	“Well, there you are!”


		She stopped at the sound of his voice. It was the dark haired, dark eyed man from earlier. “Oh, hello.”


		“Hi, let’s begin our date. How about a walk back to town?”


		“Okay.”


	He offered her his arm and she accepted it. They walked as the sun fully set. They reached the library when it was dark. Dora dropped the book into the book depositary and resumed her walk with the dark one. Neither spoke as they walked.


		Eventually, he lead her back to his apartment. They went inside. He turned on some music as she looked around. He watched her closely.


		“It’s not bad. It’s bigger than my place.”


		“Well, at least it’s close to school.”


		“School?”

	“I go to the military school in town.”

	“Oh, I’m going to the local college studying agriculture.”


		“I see. Learning anything good so far?”


		“Yeah, it hasn’t been so bad especially since I used to help my aunt and uncle on their small farm.”


	“I see. Care to dance?”


		“Um, okay.”


		They danced slow and close. It didn’t take him long to get her so under his spell so that he was able to kiss her and undress her. They ended up in his bed.


		In the morning they woke up. She was holding on to him. He pushed her away to go take a shower. She realized where she was and sat up in bed. She looked around for her clothes. She saw them all around the room. She got up out of bed and got dressed before he came back out.


		“That was great last night. Shall we do it again?”


		“Okay, but I have to get to class soon.”


		“So do I.” He put his arms around her and kissed her goodbye. “See you later.”


		“Okay.” She walked out of his apartment and made her way back to her apartment. Once there, she took a shower, got dressed, and ate breakfast. Soon she was out the door to her classes.


		On the way to campus she couldn’t stop thinking about him. What did happen last night? She never thought she would have done anything like that with any guy. So why was it he? She shook her head. And she had agreed to see him again. How would she be able to explain that relationship to anyone at all?


		She had no idea, but she did know she wanted to finish school shortly and perhaps go back to her aunt and uncle’s farm, if she couldn’t find anything else.


He found her walking on her way back to her apartment. “Hey, good looking.”


		“Oh, hi.” She smiled.


		“Are we on for tonight or are you too busy now?”


	“Oh, I’m not busy.”


		“Good. I’d like to see your place.”


		They went into her apartment. He thought about the other women he’d been with. It wasn’t like being with her. With her, everything was easy and she didn’t seem to expect much from him. It was fun for both of them. He didn’t think about what would happen when he was assigned once he graduated. That was too far away for him.


		He just focused on what he had now. Everything was going well for him. He was the top of his class and now he had a wonderful woman all to himself.


		Things just couldn’t get better for him. But for her, she wasn’t sure what was going on. She was going to graduate soon. Then what? There didn’t seem to be many openings for her work. She knew her aunt and uncle would take her back in and would appreciate any help they could get on their farm.


		Their relationship was a mystery to her. She wasn’t sure why she was with him so much of the time. With him around so much, she didn’t have that much time to study, but she found she did just as well as before. She knew her subject well. She could still do the work on the school farms.


		She found whenever she tried to talk to him about anything at all, he seemed to drift away or just want to make love to her again. She knew something wasn’t right, but she couldn’t quite put her finger on it. It was fun to be with him. But what about the future? Her future? His future? Their future? Did they have a future together if they never discussed anything?


		She sat in her apartment alone for the night and thought about everything. She didn’t feel the same and her body was acting funny. What had happened to her? Her first romance and she didn’t understand it at all. What made her aunt and uncle stay together for so long?


		She didn’t know, but wondered if they would even tell her if she asked. She shook her head. Perhaps she just needed to finish up her homework and then get some sleep. She wouldn’t see him again until next week. He had gone on a mission. It was a graduation requirement for him. More training. Or at least, she thought that was what he had said.


		Sometimes, she didn’t know if he was telling her the truth or making up excuses to see other women on the side. Her dreams were getting strange. Her aunt and uncle had brushed her dreams aside. They had told her that no one could dream about the future. It was all in her head. She had just imagined those things. Dora wasn’t so sure herself.


		Lately, she had been having more of the dreams. Many of them had come true and still her aunt and uncle didn’t believe anyone could dream as she did. Now she was dreaming of that large black cat. He was staring at her, wanting her all to himself. She couldn’t breathe in her dreams.


		What made things worse is that she stopped having her periods. She knew she would have to see a doctor. She hoped it wasn’t a baby. Where would she go if it was a baby? Would he take care of her and the child? She didn’t know, but she knew she would have to tell him.

    


    Chapter 2 It’s Over

Graduation was looming closer. Dora was nearly done. All she had left was putting in time in the farms and greenhouses. She had gone to the doctor and had a blood test. Actually she had several. The one which bothered her the most was the pregnancy test.


		She was pregnant, but not showing just yet. However, she probably would be by the time she graduated. She made arrangements with her instructors to get as much work done as she could before that would happen. They all agreed to let her graduate early. Then waited for the night when he would show.


		He didn’t leave her waiting. He arrived at his usual time.


		“I need your help.”


		He stared at her. “What’s wrong?”


		“I’m pregnant.”


		“What?”


		“I’m pregnant. I’m going to have a baby.”


		“Yeah, I know what it means. How could this happen?”


		“What do you mean? After what we’ve been doing for the past several months…”


		He held up his hand. “Yes, but I thought you were using birth control. Don’t all women do that these days?”


		She stared at him opened mouth. “I never thought about it.”


		“Oh, you weren’t prepared. Damnit! How could you?”


		“This is partly your fault as well…”


		“No. You should have known better. Didn’t your parents teach you anything?”


		“They died when I was a child.”


		“Oh, so that just makes it okay? No, someone should have told you before you even went to college.”


		She cried. “That’s not fair! You’re the father!”


		“I can’t be. Sorry. I will not be anyone’s father. No woman will ever tie me down. You’ll just have to deal with this problem on your own.”


		“What? How could you? Don’t you love me?”


		“Of course I love you, but you’re too stupid to prevent something like this from happening. So, sorry, but I have to leave. Enjoy your life.” He slammed the door and ran outside.


		She sat at the table in her apartment. She laid her head down on her hands and cried.


The next day, she was calmer. She had slept badly and she had nightmares of a large black cat biting her and then running off. She finished her breakfast. She grabbed her tablet computer and contacted her aunt.


		“Hello! Oh, honey, it’s been too long.”


		“Yes, it has. I’m going to graduate early.”


		“Wonderful. What will you do next?”


		“Oh, I was wondering if you could use some help on your farm again?”


		“Why, certainly. My husband is going to have surgery soon so I could use an extra hand around here while he recovers.”


		“Good. Then I’ll come as soon as I’m done here.”


		“Everything going well?”


		“Oh, yes, everything is fine. I’m looking forward to finishing up the practical classes shortly.”


		“Good. I’m sure your education will be helpful here. Please talk to me before doing anything differently.”

	Dora smiled. “I will. I know how people can be set in their ways. What the two of you taught me has helped me at school. So don’t worry. I’ll try to remember to do things your way.”


		Her aunt sighed. “Well, that’s a relief. I was afraid you wouldn’t care about how we feel about it.”


		“I understand. Really I do. See you soon.”


		“See you soon.”


Dora Winchester was quite proud of herself. She had completed everything early and with flying colors. She left her apartment and campus early and so missed the formal graduation ceremony. She didn’t care. She just wanted to leave as soon as possible before she started to show.

	
	Soon she was back on the farm. Her uncle was in the hospital recovering. It would be some time before he came back. Her aunt greeted her.


		“It’s good to see you again, my dear.”


		“Here’s my degree.” Dora presented the paper certificate.


		“Wonderful! So what we taught you hasn’t gone to waste?”


		“No, it hasn’t and I’m ready to work as soon as possible.”


		“Good. You can have your old room back.”


		“Good.” Dora took her suitcase up to her old bedroom. She laid down on the bed and sighed. She checked her belly. It was getting swollen, but there wasn’t much else she could do. She would start to show soon. What would her aunt and uncle say to her? Would they berate her as her lover had?

She would soon find out.


		“Are you hungry? I was about to have some supper. Care to join me?” Her aunt was standing in the doorway of Dora’s room.


		“Sure.” Dora stood up and followed her aunt to the kitchen.


		Soon they were eating sandwiches and soup. They were busy chatting just like old times, without all the dream references. Dora ate more than her aunt had remembered her eating.


		“Perhaps you better stop before you get fat.”


		“Huh?”


		“I don’t recall you eating 5 sandwiches and two bowls of soup before. Are you alright?”


		Dora set her spoon down and gaped at her aunt. “Well, there is something different about me. I wasn’t sure how you would react…”


		Her aunt’s eyes widened. “Oh, no, did you get pregnant?”


		“Yes.”


		“Oh!” Her aunt put her hand over her open mouth. “Oh, no, what about the father?”


		“He refuses to do anything and claims it’s all my fault because that I should have known better.”


		“Oh, I’m so sorry. I guess I should have warned you better.”


		“I didn’t think I’d ever get involved with anyone and I never prepared myself.”


		Her aunt sighed. “Well, let’s not tell my husband just yet. How far along are you?”


		“I’m already in my second trimester.”

	
	“Oh, so it’s too late to get an abortion.”


		Dora nodded her head. “Yeah, I don’t know what this will mean for my career.”


		“Well, you can stay here. I’ll make sure my husband accepts it. There’s no use in chiding you over this now.”


		“Thanks.” Dora forced herself to smile.


		“I think you’ll make a great mother.”


		“Really?”


		“Yes. You are very mature. Please don’t be upset by this affair you had. Many people fall into bad relationships. We just get so stupid when we fall in love. Please, I do want you to stay here.”


		“I thought you didn’t like children.”


		“Well, perhaps I don’t too well, but I’ll get over it.”
  
    
    Chapter 3 Advertising

The ads seemed to be everywhere all at once. On TV, in the newspapers and magazines, on the Internet. Dora Winchester took notice. There were private companies looking for brave people to help them start new colonies on different planets and moons throughout the solar system. They were looking especially for people with her skills.


		She didn’t hesitate to apply. With her uncle coming home soon, and her baby showing, she wasn’t sure what he would think. Perhaps this was a good opportunity for her and her unborn child. She set her tablet computer down on the nightstand to join her aunt in the kitchen. It just might be a long day for both of them.


		“Good morning. How are you feeling?”


		“Hungry.”


		“Well, here’s breakfast.”


		“Thanks.” Dora ate as much as she could.


		“Let’s get started so we can finish early and I can pick up my husband.”


		Dora smiled. “I hope he won’t be mad about my condition.”

	
	“Oh, I haven’t told him yet.”


		“I figured as much. That’s okay I just applied for a new position today.”


		“Oh? Are you sure they will accept you while you’re pregnant?”


		“I don’t know, but they are looking for people with my skills and experience.”


		“Well, that’s a good start.”


		“And it’s to help start new colonies around the solar system on different planets and moons.”


		“Oh!”


		“Yeah, sounds interesting to say the least.”


		“Well, then they might not care that you’re pregnant.”


		“That’s what I was thinking. I doubt they would leave right away. They have to get enough people who are willing to go and I’m sure there will be more training.”


		Her aunt nodded. “Well, good luck. If it doesn’t work out, then I’d let you stay here.”


		“Thanks.”


The dark werecat was busy with a new routine. He had graduated and was now in his own assigned unit. He thought it was great to be an officer, especially the weapons officer. He even looked good in his officer’s uniform. He smiled at his reflection. He noticed there were plenty of women who found him irresistible. He enjoyed as many as he could.


		But there were times when he thought of Dora as he did now. He frowned. What was it about her? Why did he want her back? He shook his head and walked away from the mirror. The baby was her problem. He could see that clearly. It was no concern of his if she chose to be stupid.


		He knew stupidity couldn’t be cured no matter what. He picked up his tablet computer to read the tasks for today. He knew that none of them would be a problem and much of it could be done before the officer’s meeting today. He sat down at his desk. He quickly wrote up a report after reading the information. Then he checked the weapons inventory.


		Soon he was done and it was time to leave his quarters. He stood up, grabbed the tablet, and walked out to the corridor. In a matter of minutes he was in the conference room looking for his assigned seat. He sat down and set the tablet on the table in front of him. He was ready to start. He looked around the room at the other officers. Many were older than he was, but that didn’t matter.


		He had earned the right to be in his position. The other officers around the table all knew it as well as he did. He knew they would need him if anything should ever go wrong. Perhaps an alien invasion or rebellion. He would be there to plan the battles which would allow them to win.


		He was all about winning.


		“As you may have heard, we have a little brush fire to put out. It’s a small community, but there’s some fighting and we are to put an end to the whole thing.”


		The dark werecat smiled.


		“I hope it won’t take very long or isn’t some sort of a trap.”


		“Sources say it’s purely a local dispute, but violence has happened. We are to go and put out the disturbance as fast as we can.”


		“Any specific methods we should use?”


		“No, not there. This sort of thing has happened before, so it’s perfectly alright to use any means necessary.”


		The dark werecat smiled as he thought about how easy it would be to get people to bow down and stop fighting.


		“Does everyone understand?”
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