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            A bird sang you awake,Yet it was her voice you heard.A heartbeat chasing ghosts,A hunger without a word.

Two strangers in a tunnel,Pressed close by fate's design —A moment made of darknessWhere her breathing tangled mine.

Hands that never truly touched,Eyes that almost knew —Love is a fleeting silhouetteThat vanishes with the view.

If longing were a person,It would wear her shape and name…And leave me standing breathless,Unsure of who to blame.
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Chapter one:
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Truthful Lies

It's a warm Monday morning. The holiday season has just begun. People are partying, families joyfully laughing with their kids. Beaches bustle with people basking in the rays of the sun. Holiday makers book into hotels. It's a time of relaxation and celebration after a year of hard work. Except for a small group of people, some were mourning, some were overwhelmed with emotions and questions. Kai lies in his bed, staring at a picture of Kim on his phone. He replays voice notes and videos of her scolding him. Tears well up in his eyes. His doorbell rings. He wipes his eyes and composes himself. He walks to the door slowly. He reaches out his hand but hesitates for a moment. Kai takes a deep breath and opens the door. Kim stands before him, bright and beautiful in her sundress, holding a picnic basket.. 

"Don't tell me you already forgot!, We agreed to go for a Monday morning picnic at the park, and here you are looking like a mess. Come on, lazy brains, go shower...or do you need some company in there?"

Kim teases him subtly, then switches back to scolding him for being lazy during the festive season.

He breathes a sigh of relief, grabs her, and holds her tight, enveloped in her soft, warm embrace, her sweet perfume, and her alluring voice... it comforts him.

"Oh, Kim, I was so worried about you. Yes, sorry, it completely slipped my mind about the picnic, it was when I was going to confess-" - Kai.

..."Son?"...Kai snaps out of his delusion,

His father stands before him in tears. 

"Oh my boy, I'm so sorry, I wish I were there." Tears were flowing down his cheeks

Kai pushes his father off him.

"You being there is wishful thinking" - Kai.

His father goes to hug him, and Kai hits his hands away..

"Don’t touch me," - Kade.

"I rushed over as soon as I heard the news. I am so sorry, Kai. I wish I were" - Kade.

"You wish you were what?, here?, what the hell could you possibly do?, you're weak, small, you couldn't even protect mom, and now I'm cursed with the same genetics!" - Kai.

Kade, visibly hurt from Kai’s words, swallows his pain and continues to speak with a shaky voice. 

"Kai, go get ready...I need to show you something." - Kade.

"What? You're gonna show me some new business project or parade me at your offices so you look good-"

"No...I'm going to show you something I should have shown you a long time ago," - Kade.

"And what's that?" - Kai

"The truth" - Kade

Kade goes to wait in his Limo while Kai gets ready. Kade steps into the shower and turns it on. Usually, he has hot showers, but today the icy cold water feels comforting. Images of his rampage against the thugs flash in pieces within his mind. He begins to recall the moment the thugs were beating Kim. He snaps and punches the wall. Nothing but a small tile crack. Kade steps out of the shower and gets ready. Black lightweight training pants. Black baggy T-shirt. Dark green sneakers. His silver chain he never takes off. He takes the lift down to the ground level and walks to the parking lot. Suddenly, he gets a throbbing headache and sharp pains in his chest. "Thump-thump 1, thump-thump 2, thump-thump 3." After a heartbeat count of 3, it stops. He sees his dad in the back of the limo and jumps in...

"You couldn't come in something more...normal?" - Kai.

"Greydon, take us to the site" - Kade.

"The? Site?" Kai

"Yes. Kai, I know how you feel about what happened to Kim, and what happened to your mother, and trust me when I say I take full responsibility for it all, I-"

"Save it! That's...that's the last thing I want coming out of your mouth!" - Kai.

"Can I at least have some silence while we go to your stupid site, you're dying to show me, I just want to be alone!" - Kai.

Kade looks the other way, trying his best to swallow the sadness in his eyes. After a couple of minutes of silence, Kade breaks the silence.

"Do you like music?" - Kade

Kai stays silent, looking out the window.

"You want something to drink?"

Kai takes a deep inhale and exhale, still looking the other way.

"You hungry-" Kade

"Can you just be quiet!, for fuck sakes man..." - Kai

After 2 hours of silent driving and obvious tension they reach a massive dig site, Kai looks around at all the excavation machinery, huge drills, monstrous forklifts, portable living quarters by the dozens, workers turn to see the Limo and Salute one by one, Kai notices a shift in energy coming from his father, he sees confidence, leadership, superiority, it felt like he was sitting next to a king, but because it's his father he scoffs and ignores it. The site is located almost 3 hours away from the city where Kai lives, nothing but plains and mountains as far as the eye can see, you can barely see the city anymore it melts with the horizon, the Limo drives on a large construction conveyor belt inside an enormous cave, kai is speechless at the size of this project, as much as he hates his father, he can't help but feel impressed...almost proud, Kai is so amazed by what he sees he can't help but react...

"WOAH THIS IS HUUUGE!"

Kade looks at Kai in shock...

"Don't look at me like that, this means nothing..."

Kai looks away in embarrassment, and Kade looks away as well, but this time with a slight smile on his face. The conveyor belt travels for what feels like hours and finally stops..

"We're here," Kade

"Where's here? Exactly?"

"Come," - KadeKai gets visibly frustrated at his father's cryptic demeanor, but follows anyway. They jump out of the car and step into a rigid elevator and glare suspiciously at it, questioning its safety...y...

"It's safe, I promise" - Kade.

"Yup, you made a promise we're definitely gonna die, what's your name, dragon? It was nice meeting you, I guess." - Kai.

"It's Greydon...sir Kai, seems your son shares your sarcasm, your highness" - Greydon.

"Your highness?, hahahaha, now that's a joke! - kai

Kade grumbles to himself, the elevator takes quite some time to get to their destination, after about half an hour the lift stops, it's pitch black, the air feels heavy almost hard to breath, they step out of the elevator, suddenly a pulsing light sends shockwaves of light covering the area with light in bursts, in the light what Kai saw shocked him to his knees, a gigantic chasm with what looks like a giant red egg covered in scales, kai gets up off his knees and walks closer, the eggs pulses increase reacting to his every step.
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GHOSTLY LOVE 

"That's far enough, son." - Kade.

"W-What in God’s name!?" - Kai

"This, my boy, is the truth" - Kade.

"Cut the cryptic bullshit, old man, and speak up!" - Kai.

"I will ask you once more, do you truly remember the night your mother died?" - Kade.

"What? There's a giant freaking egg shining lights, and you're asking me about mom's death?" - Kai.

"Answer the question, boy!" - Kade

Kai feels his father's energy switch just like in the car; he can't help but calm down. Kai takes a deep breath.

"All I remember was me sitting in the backseat, mum and I were..we..ummm...we were s-singing and all of a sudden she leaves the wheel and she grabs me and holds me and I was confused because why would she leave the wheel yknow, like that's kinda strange, and she held me...her grip got tighter and she said she loved me, there was a crash, parts of the car flying past me and all I remember was thinking ‘where was dad?’ "

Kai’s heartbeat was hard; he gripped his chest and bent over. Kade looked at him, concerned. 

“Kai...it can’t be?!”

Kai is engulfed with rage, the eggs pulsing grew stronger, his eyes glowed a crimson red with bloodlust, his muscles crunching and enlarging his body grew bigger, the air got heavier, the egg began to glow and pulse harder and faster, Kai lost his sense of reasoning becoming a raging beast, he screams shaking the cave and the ground beneath him, Kai charges at his father with inhumane speed...

"Shall I sire?" - Greydon

"No, it's okay" - Kade.

Greydon walks to a chair and sits down, taking out a book and begins to read, Kai punches his father square in the face, the force creates a plume of dust, the dust clears slightly, Kai's hand planted in his father's face, Kade is standing barely moved an inch, locking eyes with Kai, kai suddenly feels an immense pressure emitting from his father pushing him back, Kade gently moves Kai's hand away, Kai is forced prone on his knees from the pressure, kade smiles and moves face to face with his raging son...

"You definitely are my son," - Kade.

Kade flicks Kai's forehead lightly, sending him flying meters away, hitting a wall of rock. The egg pulses intensify. Kai reverts back to normal, crawling out of the crater his father put him in...

"Wow, only your second time in that state and you're still conscious, I'm proud of you, son." - Kade.
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