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      Step into the abyss with this gripping series that unravels the chilling tales of serial killers worldwide. From the damp and foggy streets of Victorian London to the bustling metropolises of modern-day America, no corner of the globe is left unexplored. Each book in the series delves into a different region, offering a comprehensive look at the infamous serial killers who have left a trail of terror in their wake. 

      The International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series sheds light on the murderous minds of many killers, including their motivations, methods, and madness, through detailed research and explicit retelling of events. Some are notorious names that echo through history books, while others are lesser-known killers whose stories are no less harrowing. Each volume reveals a new layer of darkness.

      Amidst the horror, there are tales of resilience and justice – the strength of survivors and the justice meted out by the tireless efforts of law enforcement. These stories are a compelling blend of true crime facts and psychological insight and a haunting journey through the twisted minds and deeds of serial killers from around the world. Prepare to be enthralled, horrified, and captivated as you delve into the shadows of the abyss.
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        * * *

      

      Monstrous Minds France takes you deep into the twisted psyches of France’s most notorious serial killers. From the grisly scenes of their crimes to the psychological profiles that unravel their motives, this book offers a chilling exploration of evil incarnate. Each chapter unveils a new horror story, detailing the lives, deeds, and capture of these monstrous individuals who left a trail of fear across the French landscape. Through meticulous research and compelling narratives, Monstrous Minds France sheds light on the darkness within, leaving readers haunted by the complex web of human depravity and the enduring quest for justice.
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      Welcome to the third volume of the International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series, Murderous Minds: France. This edition delves deep into France's dark history, uncovering the sinister stories of its most notorious serial killers. From the cobblestone streets of Paris to the quiet countryside, this volume explores the chilling tales of those who have terrorized the nation with their heinous acts.

      France, a country renowned for its rich culture, exquisite cuisine, and historical landmarks, also harbors a darker, more sinister side. In Murderous Minds: France, we journey into the shadowy world of French serial killers, examining the lives and crimes of those who have left an indelible mark on the nation's history.

      This volume provides an in-depth exploration of some of France's most infamous murderers, uncovering the psychological complexities and motivations that drove them to commit their atrocities. Through meticulous research and compelling storytelling, we reveal the chilling details of their crimes, the investigations that led to their capture, and the trials that brought them to justice.

      Murderous Minds: France is a gripping and informative addition to the International Serial Killers Encyclopedia series, that is perfect for true crime enthusiasts, researchers, and anyone with a fascination for the macabre aspects of human nature. Prepare to be captivated by the haunting and disturbing stories that reveal the darkest depths of the French criminal underworld.
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      Joseph Gleydson Vacher was born in Beaufort, Isere, France, in 1869. There are no records of the exact date or place that he was born, but he was one of fifteen children in the family. His father was uneducated but a strict disciplinarian who sent Joseph to Catholic school. At about twenty-two, he joined the army in 1892 to escape his poor and strict family life. It was believed that one of the reasons Joseph joined the military was to impress a woman, Louise, whom he had met and fallen in love with. She never returned his affection, though, no matter what he did to try and impress her.

      While he was serving in the army, Vacher attempted to commit suicide on two different occasions by cutting his own throat. He claimed he did this because his commanding officers had not given him the proper recognition that he felt he deserved. Vacher seemed to have an inflated view of his importance in his unit and thought he should be promoted. After his second attempt to kill himself, he was dismissed from the army.

      Once out, he spent all his time trying to win over Louise. He asked her to marry him, but she refused. On one occasion, Louise made fun of his attempts to marry her, and Joseph responded with great anger. He was about to attack her physically, but he managed to stop himself from doing it. Louise laughed at him out loud again, and Vacher snapped. He went and got his gun, came back, and shot her four times, then himself. Both survived their wounds.

      Vacher’s wounds from shooting himself in the head left his face partially paralyzed. It made people who met him think his face was deformed. One of the bullets the doctors were not able to remove stayed lodged in his ear for the rest of his life. The way people reacted to his facial injury created a deep anger that he could not overcome. After the murder-suicide attempt on Louise, he was placed in a mental institute located in Dole, Jura, for one year. After a year, the doctors declared him cured and released him in 1894 when he was twenty-five. 

      Not long after Vacher was released from the mental institute, he began a series of murders that lasted three years. During these years, he killed at least eleven people, including one woman, five teenage boys, and five teenage boys. His victims were all shepherds he found while watching their flocks in an isolated field with nobody else around. 

      At this time, Vacher had no home and lived on the streets, traveling around without any direction. Going from town to town, he usually found that the farmers would give him small jobs to earn money or food. While in the city, he would not look for work, opting instead to beg on the streets. 

      In 1897, Vacher’s murder spree would come to an end. After seeing a woman gathering wood in a field located near Ardeche, he attacked her. She screamed and fought back. Her husband and son were not far away, and when they heard her yelling, they came running to her. They stopped the attack and took Vacher to the police station. 

      While police were interviewing Vacher about attacking the woman, he ended up confessing to the other eleven murders he had committed. At the time, police had no idea that Vacher was involved in the other murders. They weren’t even looking at him as a suspect. 

      Vacher was able to not only tell them about who he murdered and where he murdered them but also what he did to them during the attack. All of his victims had been sexually assaulted, including the boys, disemboweled, and stabbed to death. He exhibited a real sense of anger while describing the murders.

      Once Vachy was charged with his crimes, he tried to say that he was innocent because he was insane at the time of the murders. He first told investigators that a rabid dog had bitten him and given him blood poisoning, causing him to go insane. Then, he said that God had sent him, and he was supposed to be committing the murders. He claimed that God wanted him to murder these people as they were doing the devil’s work.

      Police sent Vachy for a psychiatric evaluation, which determined that he was fit to stand trial. 

      On October 28, 1898, Vachy was tried and convicted at the Assie Court and sentenced to the death penalty. Two months later, at dawn on December 31, 1898, Vachy was executed by guillotine. During the execution, Vachy refused to move and had to be carried up to the guillotine.
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      Not much is known about Jeanne Weber’s early years except that she was born on the coast of western France on October 7, 1874. She left the town and went to Paris when she was fourteen. She worked whatever kind of jobs she could get. Most of them were menial cleaning jobs, and all of them were temporary.

      When she turned nineteen years old in 1893, she married a man who was a laborer and a bad alcoholic. They lived in a poor part of town and had three children. She began babysitting for neighbors, different family members, and friends to make extra money. Jeanne had started drinking as much as her husband.

      In 1905, two of Jeanne’s children became sick and died, but neither she nor her husband seemed upset by this happening. They didn’t have a funeral service and hardly told anyone. Their only remaining child was a seven-year-old boy, who later died as well. 

      On March 2, 1905, while Jeanne was babysitting her sister-in-law’s two daughters, eighteen-month-old Georgette became sick. Jeanne did nothing about it. Later that night, Georgette died. Nobody noticed anything strange at the time, including their family doctor. 

      Almost two weeks later, on March 11th, Jeanne was asked to babysit for her sister-in-law again. This time, their two-year-old daughter, Suzanne, died from what Jeanne said were convulsions. The family doctor backed up her claim. 

      Two weeks later, on March 25th, Jeanne was babysitting her brother’s daughter, Germaine, who was seven years old. During the night, Germain began to choke so severely that she had red marks on her throat. But she recovered. 

      The following night, Jeanne returned to babysit her niece again while her brother went to work. Germaine had another coughing and choking fit, but this time, she died. The doctor told the family that Germaine probably had diphtheria. 

      Jeanne returned to her brother’s house four nights later to babysit his three-year-old son, Marcel. He, too, died that night with the same symptoms his sister had: choking and coughing. Again, his death would be blamed on diphtheria, even though both children had bruises and marks all over their necks. 

      Jeanne’s remaining child also died in March.

      The following month, on April 5th, Jeanne invited her two sisters-in-law for dinner. They went shopping afterward and left their children with Jeanne. When the two women returned to Jeanne’s house a little earlier than expected, they found ten-year-old Maurice lying on a bed, bruised, beaten, and grasping for air. Jeanne was caught red-handed, standing over him with an angry expression and screaming at him. Police were called, and charges were laid against Jeanne.

      By the time the trial began on January 29, 1906, the prosecutor had charged Jeanne with eight murders, and her own three children who died were among them. The famous and brilliant defence lawyer, Henri Robert, was her attorney. He always took cases the media reported about often since it meant his name would also be in the papers.

      On February 6th, the jury acquitted Jeanne because they couldn’t believe a nice girl like her could murder all of those children.

      In the Spring of the following year, on April 7, 1907, in Villedieu, a servant went to the local doctor’s office and asked that he check on a sick boy. When the doctor arrived at the house, nine-year-old Auguste was lying dead in his bed. He had several bruises and marks on his neck and face, and the babysitter, Madame Moulinet, told the doctor that the boy was having fits and coughing. So, the doctor listed the cause of death as convulsions.

      A month later, on May 4th, the doctor changed his mind on the cause of death, claiming that the boy had been murdered once he found out that the babysitter’s real name was Jeanne Weber.

      Weber was charged with the boy’s death, and she again asked the lawyer, Henri Roberts, to take the case. The trial date was set, but once the second autopsy report came back stating that the boy had died of typhoid, she was released.

      After this, Jeanne Weber worked as an orderly at a children’s hospital in Faucombault. Then, she worked for some old friends who owned a children’s home in Orangeville. Jeanne changed her name to Marie Lemoine to hide from the public and to avoid harassment. Only her friends knew who she was. They believed in her innocence and that the police did her wrong.

      Within a week of Jeanne being at home, she was caught trying to strangle one of the boys at the house. The owners fired her but didn’t report the incident to the police.

      Jeanne next appeared in Paris, where she was homeless and walking the streets. She was arrested for vagrancy and placed in an asylum, where they diagnosed her as sane and released her. She then began to prostitute to make money. She moved into a cheap hotel with a man she was dating.

      The owner of the hotel came home one day to find Jeanne in his home, strangling his ten-year-old son. Jeanne had to be punched in the face three times before she would let go of the dead boy. She was arrested and charged with murder.

      After a medical examination, she was declared insane. On October 25, 1908, Jeanne Weber was placed in an asylum in Mareville, where she lived for ten years before committing suicide in 1918.

      The court had assigned Jeanne Weber responsible for the death of ten children. 

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            THREE

          

          
            Francois Tomasini

          

        

      

    

    
      Francois Cecco Tomasini was born in Venzolasca in 1880. The exact date and location is unknown. Not much is known about his childhood or family either, except that he had at least three brothers.

      As a teenager, Francois was regularly in trouble with the police for minor crimes and small thefts. By the time he was twenty-seven years old, he had ten convictions for more significant thefts, robberies, as well as assault and battery. 

      In 1907, Francois started working as a laborer in a commune, Haute-Corse, in Corsica. There, he met a woman and got married. In December of that year, Francois argued with another laborer at the camp, which turned physical. The man he fought with died from his injuries. He was arrested, convicted of manslaughter, and sentenced to five years in prison. He was also banned from returning to the town of Haute-Corse for ten years. 

      When Francois was released after serving his sentence, he ignored the court-ordered ban and moved back to Haute-Corse, Corsica. To keep a low profile, he avoided the local bars and restaurants and traveled to neighboring villages.

      On November 11, 1913, Francois went to a bar with some of his friends in Volpajola. While drinking at the bar, he noticed an older man, Raffaeli, who had an accordion. Thinking it would be fun, he asked the man if he and his friends could use Raffaeli’s accordion and sing a song. Raffaeli’s wife, the owner of the accordion, had recently died, so the seventy-nine-year-old farmer said no to Francois. 

      Francois became angry and started yelling at Raffaeli. He slapped him in the face before Raeffaeli’s friend, Roch Sarti, stood up and told Francois to leave him alone. Francois pulled out his gun and shot Sarti twice. One bullet went through his heart, killing him immediately, and the second hit his arm. 

      Francois fled from the bar. For some reason, he went to Sarti’s home, where he attacked Sarti’s daughter and shot Felix Gabrielli, a twenty-seven-year-old man staying at the house, in the head twice, killing him as well.

      Francois then disappeared and went into hiding. The police put out a warrant for his arrest and began a search for him. Francois wasn’t arrested for a couple of months when police finally found him in Luciana on January 11, 1914. He had been living with another man, Ange-Paul Giorgetti, who was also arrested and charged with harboring a fugitive. Francois was charged with two murders. 

      During his trial, Francois claimed that he shot Sarti in self-defense. But after all the witnesses testified against him, he was found guilty on both charges. On July 26, 1914, Francois was sentenced to death. He was taken to the prison in Bastia and executed on December 23, 1914.
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      Pierre-Marie Lagrée was born in Quessoy, France, on November 20, 1896. He was one of two sons of a baker. His father often disciplined Pierre for many things, primarily fighting with his brother or lying to the family. At seven years old, Pierre started stealing from people. Small things initially that often weren’t noticed. By the time he reached the age of twelve, his thefts had become much more significant, and he would frequently get caught. Pierre ran away from home at fifteen because he couldn’t handle living with his father’s rules. He went to Saint-Malo, where he got a job working on a ship headed to Newfoundland, Canada. 

      Pierre didn’t like working on the ship as much as he thought he would. He couldn’t handle the hard labor and was laughed at by the other crew members. Pierre quit that ship and decided to see if things would work better on a different boat. He tried two other vessels in the following two months, but neither worked out. 

      After Pierre quit his last job, he had enough money to catch a train to Buffalo, New York, in America. He worked as a porter in a hotel there and did well. Eventually, he went to Arcade in New York and became a farmhand with the money he had saved from his job. 

      It was 1914, and World War I started. During the next few months, his mother would send Pierre letters daily, begging him to come home to fight for France. After a few months, he finally agreed to return home to his mother in Quessoy. When he arrived home, everyone started calling him “American.” They said he had an American accent, even when speaking French.

      Soon after, Pierre enlisted in the military and became an infantryman in the First Colonial Infantry Division. He didn’t like that his new salary was only thirty-five francs and complained to his mother, asking her for some extra money so that he could buy things, but she said no. So, he started stealing it. If somebody caught him or tried to stop him, he killed them.

      In the Fall of 1914, Pierre was stationed in the north of France at Tot-de-Bas, where he had to bunk with Edouard Bitel, a twenty-one-year-old private who worked as a clockmaker before the war. Bitel always wore a small bag tied around his neck. In that bag, he carried any valuables or things of importance, like a picture or rings from someone he cared about.

      On December 1, 1915, the two bunkmates decided to drink at a bar. Later that night, they left the bar and headed back to the base, walking through a field. Halfway through the field, Pierre hit Bitel with a beer bottle over his head, and Bitel fell to the ground. Bitel rolled around and tried to stand. But Pierre grabbed a heavy stick and hit him over the head again, killing Bitel. Pierre ripped the bag of valuables from Bitel’s neck and returned to the base alone. 

      It was two days before Bitel’s body was found by the local police. They conducted a medical examination of his body and determined that blunt-force trauma to the head killed him. Investigators figured that Bitel was probably first hit with a bottle because there were pieces of glass and cuts on his head. They thought that he was probably killed by another soldier who was out drinking with him one night and also thought that whoever it was might have some cuts on their hands from the broken bottle.

      The same day that Bitel’s body was recovered, Pierre applied for leave. It was granted, and he went back home for a while. Shortly after he was gone, the police examined all the soldiers’ hands to look for any cuts on them. But Pierre was already gone.

      Back home in Quessoy, he visited Bitel’s family, telling them they had been good friends. He even offered to be a pallbearer at their son’s funeral. At the funeral, he acted strangely and promised Bitel’s parents that he would find and take care of their son’s murderer.

      On January 3, 1916, he decided that he was going to rob the house of a woman he knew, Mrs. Monvieux. She was at home cooking dinner for her two children, an eight-year-old daughter named Marie and a four-year-old son, Joseph. When he got there, he knocked at the front door. Knowing him, she let him in, and the two began to quarrel. After a short time, she slapped him across the face, and he responded by hitting her with his fists. He beat her so severely that she died from her injuries.
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