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DEDICATION

This is the fourth book that I
have written and the dedication is to the one who has been a part
of my life since 1969 and is still the one who inspires me,
encourages me and laughs at my jokes, even when they are not funny.
Even when she groans at my jokes, it sounds likes she laughs. This
book is dedicated to my wife of 44 years, Brenda Sue Boyd.

As with each book, the co-dedication goes to my
son Phillip who, for 27 years, has inspired me to live my faith out
loud. I stand back amazed as he continues to grow into a man. I
also dedicate this to the woman whom God has brought into his life,
Jamie Ickes. May they both grow into a man and woman of God.


INTRODUCTION

This book is dedicated to
the daily grazing in the field of the Word of God. As we not only
graze in this wonderful field, we also ruminate on the Word; and
like the cow chewing the cud—one of the many ruminant animals—we
ruminate on the feast of this Word. According to Dictionary.com the
word ruminate means:

To chew the cud as a ruminant

To meditate or muse; ponder

To chew again over and over

To meditate over and over; ponder

The cud that is being chewed is defined
again by Dictionary.com as:

The portion of food that a ruminant returns
from the first stomach to the mouth to chew a second time.

Partially digested food regurgitated from
the first stomach of cattle and other ruminants to the mouth for a
second chewing

To reflect or think over something

I first discovered the concept of chewing the
cud, a.k.a. ruminating, when I was reading from the book
of Joshua.

“This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it, for then
you will make yourself prosperous and then you will have good
success.”

(Joshua 1:8)

The Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
(Strong’s) brings out the Hebrew meaning of the word
mediate as:

MEDITATE: hâgâh
(haw-gaw') = to murmur (in
pleasure or anger); by implication to ponder: - imagine,
meditate, mourn, mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter.
(Strong’s)

That surely implies that if we want to have
prosperity and good success then we must do more than just a
cursory reading of the Word of God. I am thinking that this
‘prosperity’ and ‘good success,’ in light of the Scriptures, is
more than attaining stuff and succeeding in life. For me, biblical
prosperity and good success are defined as:

Prosperity: Having enough to meet my needs
with an overflow to meet other’s needs.

Good Success: Accomplishing the purposes of
God in my life.

These two things are hinged on me taking the
Word of God and:

Muttering under my breath

Pondering

Imaging

Meditating

Mourning/Groaning

Roaring

Speaking

Talking

Uttering

It is my hope that this book of Daily Cud will
help you to focus on the Word of God and set you into the motion of
meditating and ruminating on the Word of God. That it will be part
of the process of renewing your mind by keeping it on the Spirit,
where there is life and peace, and off of the flesh, where there is
death.

Instead of one, thick book of 365 readings for
the year, this devotional will be divided into four volumes of
three months’ worth each. They will include readings from the Old
Testament, the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs, or—as I like to
call them—Pro-Verbs. The length of the readings will vary.
Initially, there will be multiple readings from Genesis as we get
into the pattern of working through the year with a new book in the
pattern. Occasionally, as the Spirit leads, we may go to another
book. Hopefully, by the end of the year, we will have gleaned an
overview of God speaking to humankind.

Rodney-isms

As you are reading through this collection
of devotions, you may come across words or phrases that are new to
your vernacular. These are what we call Rodney-isms. Here is a
guide for understanding them.

When we mention the Ruminator Class (Sunday
school class) we are talking about a group of people who take the
Word of God and begin to meditate or ruminate on it like a cow
chews the cud. The cow will eat food, chew it, swallow it through
four stomachs and then regurgitated the food back in form of a cud
and begin to chew it. They tend to look like they are meditating or
ruminating as they chew.

The word
Pro-Verbs is taken from
the book of Proverbs, one of the books of wisdom in the Old
Testament. I wrote a 31-day devotional on the 31 chapters of
Proverbs that looks at the teachings of positive action between a
father and son. I call these Pro-Verbs because Pro = positive and
Verb = an action word; thus, Pro-Verbs or
Positive-Action.

When I am talking about a
man or a woman, I distinguish between them by calling them
man or
wo-man. When I talk
about human beings in general, I call them hu-mans in keeping with the
distinguishing differences.

Big S and little s is what I use to
distinguish The Holy Spirit (Big S) from the human spirit (little
s). For example, in Genesis we see that the Spirit of God (Big S)
was hovering over the dark waters. Later on we see in the book of
Proverbs (Pro-Verbs) that the spirit of man (little s) is the lamp
of the Lord.

Whenever you read
satan or
devil, I will not
capitalize these names because I don’t feel they deserve the
recognition. While satan
may be a proper name and is given a capital S in
the Bible, I try to make the point that, compared to God—to Whom I
give a big G—is much greater than satan, who is known as the god
(little g) of this world. (II Corinthians 4:4) Another aspect of
the devil is I call him d-evil. He is evil and again it is just
another way I choose not to show respect to him. An interesting
little note is that if you turn evil around, it spells
live.

I hope this insight on various Rodney-isms
enhances your reading pleasure.

Rodney Boyd



 DAY 1


IN THE BEGINNING

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.”

(Genesis 1:1)

BEGINNING: rê'shı̂yth
(ray-sheeth') = the first, in
place, time, order or rank (specifically a firstfruit): -
beginning, chief (-est), first (-fruits, part, time), principal
thing. (Strong’s)

The Bible kick-starts our understanding with the
‘genesis’ of the matter, the origins, the beginnings of whom we are
and who we are destined to be. It is interesting that the One Who
inspired the ‘book of beginnings’ had no beginning and no end. The
Eternal One pulls the curtain back for us to get a mere glimpse of
Who He is and how involved He is with the affairs of mankind. For
starters, we get to see the creative process of the Creator as He
creates the created. The nature of the Earth is pictured in Genesis
1:2 as:

Formless

Void

Dark

I am drawn to this image of how my life was
before I—as the creature—met with the Creator and became a new
creation in Christ. My life was formless, void and dark until
light came into my life.

“Therefore, if any man, [wo-man, hu-man] who is
in Christ is a new creation, the old things past away, behold new
things have come.”

(2 Corinthians 5:17 emphasis mine)

What brought life to this world was a spoken
word by God as He had a thought and desire and He said, “Let
there be…” (Genesis 1:3)

There are certain words that jump out as I read
through the creative process and what God did in the beginning, and
what He did and continues to do in my life as I walk out His
purpose in my life. These things are found throughout Genesis
1:1-Genesis 2:1-3 and include:

Created

Said

Saw

Called

Made

Placed

Blessed

Completed

Rested

PRAYER: Lord, thank You for creating the
world and creating in me a clean heart as You made me a new
creation. Amen.



 DAY 2


THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES

“And she will bear a Son and you shall call His
name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their
sins.”

(Matthew 1:21)

My name is Rodney Lewis Boyd. When people who
know me hear my name it will evoke certain images to them.
Depending on their time frame of reference when they knew me, or
now know me, will determine what image comes to mind. To some who
have not seen me since high school, I am that 131-pound kid with
pure rippling bones who loves Elvis. To those who know me now, I
may be the not 131 pounds anymore man who still loves Elvis.

JESUS: Iēsous (ee-ay-sooce')
= Of Hebrew origin [H3091];
Jesus (that is, Jehoshua), the name of our Lord and
two (three) other Israelites: - Jesus. (Strong’s)

JOSHUA/JESUS: yehôshûa‛
yehôshûa‛
(yeh-ho-shoo'-ah, yeh-ho-shoo'-ah) =Jehovah-saved; Jehoshua
(that is, Joshua), the Jewish leader: - Jehoshua, Jehoshuah,
Joshua. (Strong’s)

The name “Jesus,” a derivative of the name,
“Joshua,” was a popular name back in the olden days. The root is
from one of the early heroes of the faith; Joshua. Who wouldn’t
want their child to be named after a hero? As Jesus grew up, He was
known as a carpenter’s son; but when the boy grew into a man, there
was a shift in meaning of that name. When Jesus turned thirty years
old, He was baptized by John the Baptist. As He came out of the
waters, a dove came down and He was anointed with The Holy Spirit
and power (dunamis/dynamic ability) and He began to go about and do
good and healing all who were oppressed by the d-evil for God was
with Him. This brings us to His other name, Emmanuel, which
means ‘God with us.’

EMMANUEL: Emmanouēl (em-man-oo-ale') = Of
Hebrew origin [H6005]; God
with us; Emmanuel, a name of Christ: -
Emmanuel. (Strong’s)

IMMANUEL: ‛immânû'êl
(im-maw-noo-ale') = with
us (is) God; Immanuel, a name of Isaiah’s son:
- Immanuel (Strong’s)

We see that this man named Jesus, “will save
His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21) and boy Oh boy, do I
need saving.

SAVE: sōzō (sode'-zo) = From a primary word σῶς sōs̄ (contraction for the obsolete σάος saos, “safe”);
to save, that is, deliver or protect
(literally or figuratively): - heal, preserve, save (self), do
well, be (make) whole. (Strong’s)

To save

Deliver

Protect

Heal

Preserve

Save

Do well

Be made whole

The name, ‘Jesus,’ expresses what He will be
doing. It is when Emmanuel (God with us) comes down from heaven as
a servant that God will exalt His name above all names.

“Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven,
and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus (the) Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

(Philippians 2:9-11)

He was named appropriately, because that is
exactly what He did for you and me. His name being, ‘God saves us,’
and Who, ‘saves His people from their sins’ was correct.

“And there is salvation in no one else; for there
is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by
which we must be saved.”

(Acts 4:12)

PRAYER: Father, thank You for sending
Your Son Jesus to save me from my sins. Thank You that when He died
on the cross in my place, and was buried in a cold tomb and raised
from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit; that His name
represented my salvation. This prayer Father is in the name of
Jesus. Amen.


DAY 3


BLESSED FRUIT OR CURSED
CHAFF

“How blessed is the man…”

(Psalm 1:1)

BLESSED: 'esher (eh'-sher)
= From H833; happiness; only in
masculine plural construction as interjection, how happy!: -
blessed, happy.H833: 'âshar
'âshêr
(aw-shar', aw-share') = A primitive root; to
be straight (used in the widest sense, especially to
be level, right, happy); figuratively
to go forward, be honest, prosper:
- (call, be) bless (-ed, happy), go, guide, lead, relieve.
(Strong’s)

I personally like to be happy. The question is,
“Do I want to do what is needed to be happy?” The wonderful thing
is that our wonderful Lord has given me the power of choice to
choose to be happy or unhappy, to be blessed or cursed, to live or
to die.

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you
today, that I have set before you, life and death, the blessing and
the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your
descendants, by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice and
by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of
your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

(Deuteronomy 30:19-20)

In Psalm 1:1, we see that the ‘blessed man’ is
someone who does not:

Walk in the counsel of the wicked

Stand in the path (way) of
sinners

Sit in the seat of the scoffer

These three things cover our walk in this life.
Our walk is where we put one foot in front of the other as we live
out our lives. If we live our life based on the mindset of wicked
people, we will reap the whirlwind of the wicked and get caught up
in their ways. When we ‘stand in the way of sinners,’ we will be on
the road or pathway of destruction. A path is nothing but a
habitual way worn down by repetitive practices. To ‘sit in the seat
of scoffers’ is to be on familiar territory with those who scoff at
the Lord. We become comfortable with them and their table. Well,
what should we do instead of walk, sit and stand? If you want to
prosper, according to Psalm 1:2-3, the cause-and-effect for the
‘blessed man’ will be:

His delight is in the law of the Lord (the
Word of God).

He meditates (ruminates) on His
law day and night.

He will be like a tree firmly planted by
streams of water.

He will yield fruit in season.

His leaf will not wither.

Whatever he does, he prospers.

Now, in my book, that is good stuff. I would
definitely call that being a blessed man. What about the wicked,
are they like that? I don’t think so. In Psalm 1:4-6, we see
that:

The wicked are not so.

They are like chaff (husks of grains
and grasses that are separated during threshing) which the wind
drives away.

The wicked will not stand in the
judgment.

The sinners will not stand in the assembly
of the righteous.

The way of the wicked will perish.

The good news is that the Lord knows the way of
the righteous. The good news is that our harvest of life will be
fruitful. The good news is that we can choose fruit or chaff.

PRAYER: Lord thank You for the power of
choice. Thank You that we can be planted by the waters and not in a
desert where there is nothing but dryness. Lord, I choose life,
blessing, fruitfulness and a prosperous life. Amen.


DAY 4


THE CHOICE OF THE WAY

“My son, if sinners entice you, do not
consent.”

(Pro-Verbs 1:10)

It really is not a matter of if a sinner
entices you; it is only a matter of time until when a sinner
entices you.

ENTICE: pâthâh
(paw-thaw') = A primitive root; to
open, that is, be (causatively make)
roomy; usually figuratively (in a mental or moral sense) to
be (causatively make) simple or (in a sinister
way) delude: - allure, deceive, enlarge, entice, flatter,
persuade, silly (one). (Strong’s)

Have you ever been tempted or enticed into evil?
Of course, we know that it is not God Who is doing the enticing or
tempting.

“Let know one say when he is tempted, I am being
tempted by God, for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself
does not tempt any one. But each one is tempted when he is carried
away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth
death.”

(James 1:13-15)

When we are enticed or tempted, it really is not
that we are being pulled into some evil thing (although that
does happen), as much as we are being pulled away from whom
we really are in the Lord and His purposes for our lives.

I have used—and continue to use—this Pro-Verbs 1
passage with my son. He is now 28 years old, but guess what, there
is no age limitation on enticement by sinners. If anything, it
intensifies so these verses are more pertinent now than ever.

In Pro-Verbs 1:10-19, it speaks of the
enticement and the cause-and-effect if you succumb to the
enticement. This includes:

Enticement

Come with us.

Let us lie in wait for blood.

Let us ambush the innocent without
cause.

Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, even
whole as they go down into the pit.

We will find all kinds of precious
wealth.

We shall fill our house with spoil.

Throw in your lot with us.

We shall have one purse.

I like the advice of the Father in Pro-Verbs
1:10, 15:

Do not consent.

Do not walk in the way with them.

Keep your feet from their path.

Why should the son heed the advice of the
Father? According to Pro-Verbs 1:16-19:

Their feet run to evil.

They hasten to shed blood.

They lie in wait for their own blood.

They ambush their own lives.

The ways of everyone who gains by violence;
it takes away the life of its possessor.

When I apply this advice in connection with the
ultimate enticer, the d-evil, I believe I can avoid a whole lot of
trouble in my life.

PRAYER: Lord, help me to recognize the
tactics of the enticer. Help me not yield to temptation but to stay
on the course of Your purpose and will for my life. Amen.


DAY 5


MAN AND WO-MAN IN THE
IMAGE

“Then God said, ‘let Us make man in Our image
according to Our likeness…’”

(Genesis 1:26)

“And God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created
them.”

(Genesis 1:27)

It has been said that man/wo-man were the crown
of creation. Man/wo-man were the capstone for creation, giving them
dominion and authority over the rest of creation. Both the male and
the female were blessed, given the command to go forth and be
fruitful and multiply. They were instructed to fill the earth,
subdue it; and rule.

“And God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and rule
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and
over every living thing that moves on the
earth.’”

(Genesis 1:28, emphasis mine)

It is interesting that they both had authority
and dominion, “over every living thing that moves on the
earth,” which included the serpent. When the serpent came to
Eve, she had the authority to either tell him to leave or be quiet.
The combination of authority (the legal right), and the dominion
(power and dynamic ability), and obedience (doing what God said) to
the Lord was enough to change the course of history for the
good.

The book of Genesis is the book of beginnings.
In Genesis, we see the blueprint for the creation of man/wo-man
literally fleshed out.

“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul/being.”

(Genesis 2:7)

In the creative process, found in Genesis 2:7
God:

Formed man of dust from the ground.

Breathed into the formed man’s nostrils the
breath of life.

Man became a living being/soul.

God created the earth to be made up of
clay/dirt/dust. Prior to creation of man, the earth had not yet
experience rain; but God made a mist rise from the earth and water
the whole surface of the ground. From this wet ground, God formed
man. This was the first incidence of C.P.R. (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation). (Actually, before you can be resuscitated you must
have been breathing previously.) This was something new. This was
the initial blowing of the breath of God (The Holy Spirit) and the
first puff of oxygen that kick-started life. This was the male
counterpart of the image of God. Now, enter the wo-man.

In Genesis 2, beginning with verse 18, God saw
that it was not good for man to be alone. He declared that He would
make a helper. This helper would be suitable and a helper to
the man. This helper would also be in the image of God according to
His likeness, and would also be given authority and dominion on
planet earth. Here is the process of the creation of wo-man found
in Genesis 2:20-25. This included:

She will be a helper to the man (like
the Holy Spirit called alongside to help).

The Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man (the first anesthesia).

The Lord took one of his ribs (the
first surgery).

The Lord closed up the flesh at that
place (the first surgical closure).

The Lord fashioned/built the rib into a
woman (the first fashion show).

The Lord brought her to the man (the
first Father walking the Bride down the aisle).

The man said, “This is now bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman because she
was taken out of man” (the first wedding vows).

For this cause a man shall leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall
become one flesh (the first reason for marriage).

And the man and his wife were both naked
and were not ashamed (the first time the woman was called the
‘wife’ in the marriage).

As with all marriages, this was only the
beginning of their lives together. So it is when we begin our new
life as new creations in Christ.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You that You have
breathed Your breath of life, Your wonderful Holy Spirit into my
life and I have become a living soul. Help me walk in obedience to
You and to be able to exercise the authority and dominion over the
d-evil. Amen.


DAY 6


THE BIG DIPPER

“I baptized (dipped) you with/by water but He
will baptize you with/in/by the Holy Spirit.”

(Mark 1:8, emphasis mine)

Back in the days before Jesus came on the scene,
there was a man named John who was known as John the Baptist. He
was called this because he was known to baptize people in the
Jordan River as they came to him, confessing their sins and were
able to show a changed life before being dipped. John was not of
the denominational persuasion of being a Baptist; he was called
this because he baptized.

BAPTIZED: baptizō(bap-tid'-zo) = From a
derivative of G911; to make
whelmed (that is, fully wet); used only (in
the New Testament) of ceremonial ablution, especially
(technically) of the ordinance of Christian baptism: -
baptist, baptize, wash. G911: baptō(bap'-to) = A primary verb;
to whelm, that is, cover wholly with a fluid; in the New
Testament only in a qualified or specific sense, that is,
(literally) to moisten (a part of one’s person), or (by
implication) to stain (as with dye): - dip.
(Strong’s)

John should really be called John the
Dipper. Jesus was also called a dipper. He should be called
Jesus the Dipper. John would be the Little Dipper and
Jesus would be called the Big Dipper. The difference would
be the elements (substances) into which they would dip people. John
would dip in water with a dipping of repentance because of the
forgiveness of their sins, while Jesus would be dipping for the
purpose of believers receiving power to be
witnesses.

After Jesus was crucified (in our place for our
sins), buried and resurrected from the dead, He appeared to His
disciples to give them final information they would need.

“And gathering them together, He commanded them,
‘not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised, which He said, you heard of from Me; for John (the
dipper) baptized (dipped) with, but you shall be baptized (dipped)
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’”

(Acts 1:4-5; Luke 24:49; Acts 2:33; John 14:16, 26;
John 15:26, interweaving and defining mine)

“But you shall receive power (dunamis/dynamic
ability) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
even to the uttermost/remotest part of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, defining mine)

If you read the book of Acts, you will see the
cause-and-effect of people who were prepared for the coming King by
being dipped (baptized) into water and then dipped (baptized) into
the Holy Spirit. It turned the world upside down.

PRAYER: Father thank You send Your Son to
save me and then dipped (baptized) me in the Holy Spirit. Lord, may
I be obedient to be Your witness in my word. Amen.


DAY 7


THE ADVERSARY AND THE
SHIELD

“But Thou, O Lord art a shield about me, my
glory, and the One Who lifts my head.”

(Psalm 3:3)

This world in which we live is filled with all
kinds of adversaries. Adversaries are usually nothing but trouble.
King David wrote this psalm as a morning prayer of trust in God
when was being chased by his rebellious son, Absalom. How would you
like to realize that your own family was coming after you and not
for good reasons?

ADVERSARY: tsar tsâr (tsar, tsawr) = From H6887;
narrow; (as a noun) a tight place (usually
figuratively, that is, trouble); also a pebble (as in
H6864); (transitively) an opponent
(as crowding): - adversary, afflicted (-tion), anguish,
close, distress, enemy, flint, foe, narrow, small, sorrow, strait,
tribulation, trouble. H6887: tsârar (tsaw-rar') = A
primitive root; to cramp, literally or figuratively,
transitively or intransitively: - adversary, (be in) afflict
(-ion), besiege, bind (up), (be in, bring) distress, enemy,
narrower, oppress, pangs, shut up, be in a strait (trouble), vex.
(Strong’s)

I have often compared King David to the early
blues singers of our time. When you read a lot of the Psalms, it is
about the troubles that he was experiencing. There were always
plenty of enemies, internal anguish, mental trials and depression.
I can just hear him sitting on the hillside with his stringed
instrument (harp, psaltery, lute), bending those strings and
singing, “My enemies surround me and I just don’t know what I’m
gonna do. I said those enemies are surrounding me and I just don’t
know what I’m gonna do…I might as well die but I bet you don’t even
have a clue.” (Played in the key of E with appropriate blues
riff).

The big difference with a lot of the blues
played today and David’s blues is that David states the problem,
and then adds the word, ‘but’ or, ‘yet’ and shifts into singing
about the solution to his blues, which was always the faithfulness
of God.

Psalm 3:1-2 is a prime example of this.
Listen as David laments about the problem.

Lord, how my adversaries have increased!

Many are rising up against me.

Many are saying of my soul, there is no
help/deliverance for him in God.

In Psalm 3:3-6, David then shifts into
solution mode with declarations of faith, while the enemy was still
pursuing and surrounding him.

But Thou, O Lord art a shield about me.

But Thou O Lord, my glory and the lifter of
my head.

I was crying to the Lord with my voice, and
He answered me from His holy hill/mountain.

I lay down and slept.

I awoke for the Lord sustained me.
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