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			Introduction

		

		
			Have you ever started a movie twenty minutes late? Everyone else has been watching from the beginning. They know who the characters are, why the villain is angry, what the hero is trying to do. But you walked in during the middle of a chase scene, and now you’re leaning over to someone whispering, “Wait—who’s that guy? Why is she running? What’s in the briefcase?” That’s what it’s like to read most of the Bible without reading Genesis first.

			Genesis is the beginning of everything. If you skip it, you’ll spend the next sixty-five books wondering why things are the way they are. Why is there evil in the world? Why does God care so much about one particular family? Why does blood keep showing up every time someone needs to be forgiven? Why does God make promises and then take so long to keep them? Why does the Bible keep talking about a “seed” and a land and a blessing that’s supposed to reach the whole world?

			Genesis answers all of those questions. It doesn’t answer them the way a textbook does, with bullet points and definitions. It answers them the way a story does, with people and places and choices and consequences that ripple across thousands of years.

			And here’s what might surprise you: it’s not a boring story. Not even close.

			What You’re About to Read

			Genesis covers more ground than any other book in the Bible. It stretches from the creation of the universe to a coffin in Egypt, from the first breath of the first human to the last words of a man named Joseph, spoken to his brothers in a foreign land. Thousands of years pass between the first verse and the last.

			The book divides naturally into two major parts.

			The first eleven chapters tell the story of the whole world. Creation. The fall. The first murder. A flood that wiped out nearly everything. A tower built by people who wanted to be their own gods. These chapters move fast, covering enormous stretches of time, and they explain how the world went from “very good” to very broken. By the end of chapter 11, humanity is scattered, divided by language, and far from God. Everything looks hopeless.

			Then, in chapter 12, the camera zooms in. God calls one man, Abram, out of a pagan city and makes him a staggering promise: land, descendants, and a blessing that will eventually reach every nation on earth. The rest of Genesis follows that promise through four generations of one family: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. It’s a family saga full of faith and failure, love and rivalry, dreams and betrayals, and—running through all of it like a river—the relentless faithfulness of God.

			You’ll watch Abraham leave everything he knows and follow God into the unknown. You’ll see him lie, stumble, and nearly lose the promise more than once. You’ll stand with him on a mountain where God asks the unthinkable and then provides the unimaginable.

			You’ll meet Isaac, the miracle child who almost didn’t survive, and Rebekah, the woman who said “I will go” to a servant she’d just met at a well.

			You’ll follow Jacob, the deceiver who stole a blessing, fled for his life, got cheated by his uncle, wrestled with God in the dark, and walked away limping with a new name and a new future.

			And you’ll watch Joseph go from his father’s favorite to a pit to a slave market to a prison to the throne room of the most powerful nation on earth. His story is one of the most dramatic in all of literature, and its climax contains a sentence that might be the most important theological statement in the entire Old Testament: “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.”

			Why This Matters

			You might be wondering why a book written thousands of years ago about people in the ancient Near East matters to your life today.

			It matters because the questions Genesis asks are the same questions you’re asking.

			Where did I come from? Genesis says you were made on purpose, by a God who called his creation “very good,” and that you carry his image in a way nothing else in the universe does.

			Why is the world so messed up? Genesis says it’s because human beings chose their own way over God’s way, and that choice fractured everything: our relationship with God, with each other, and with the world itself.

			Does God care about me? Genesis says he does—fiercely. The God of Genesis isn’t distant or detached. He walks in gardens. He makes clothes for the people who disobeyed him. He hears a slave woman crying in the desert. He remembers his promises when centuries pass without a word. He works through liars, cheaters, and cowards to accomplish things none of them could have imagined.

			Can anything fix what’s broken? Genesis says yes, but not quickly, and not the way you’d expect. The fix doesn’t come through a flood that washes the world clean or a tower that reaches heaven. It comes through a promise, made to one man, carried through one family, and fulfilled, eventually, through one descendant who would bless every nation on earth.

			That descendant is Jesus. Genesis doesn’t name him. But it points to him on almost every page. The “seed” promised to Eve. The ram that replaced Isaac on the altar. The scepter that would not depart from Judah. The suffering servant who forgave his brothers and saved the world from starvation. Every major story in Genesis is casting a shadow toward someone who hadn’t arrived yet.

			Before You Start

			A few things to keep in mind as you read.

			Genesis is honest. The people in this book are not sanitized heroes. Abraham lies. Jacob cheats. Judah sells his own brother. The women in the story are sometimes overlooked, sometimes mistreated, and sometimes the bravest people in the room. Genesis doesn’t airbrush anyone. It shows real people with real failures being used by a real God whose plan doesn’t depend on human perfection.

			Genesis is sometimes hard. There’s violence. There’s family dysfunction that makes reality TV look tame. There are moments where God’s actions raise questions that don’t have easy answers. That’s okay. The Bible doesn’t ask you to stop thinking. It asks you to keep reading.

			Genesis is the foundation. Almost every major idea in the rest of the Bible—sin, sacrifice, covenant, election, faith, redemption, the land, the seed, the blessing—starts here. If you understand Genesis, the rest of the Bible will make so much more sense. If you skip it, you’ll be the person who walked into the movie late, trying to figure out what’s in the briefcase.

			Let’s Begin

			So here we are, standing at the very first page of the very first book of the Bible. Behind us is nothing. Ahead of us is everything a universe spoken into existence, a garden planted by God’s own hand, a man and a woman who had it all and threw it away, and a promise that will take the rest of Scripture to fulfill.

			The first four words of the Bible are the most important sentence ever written. They tell you who is in charge, and they tell you that this story has a beginning, which means it’s going somewhere.

			“In the beginning, God.”

			Turn the page.

		

	
		
		
		
		

		
			1

			In the Beginning

		

		
			If you’ve ever played Minecraft in creative mode, you know the feeling. You start with nothing but an empty world stretching out in every direction. No buildings. No farms. No villages. Just flat ground and open sky. And then you start building. You lay down blocks, shape the terrain, fill oceans with water, and plant forests wherever you want them. You can construct anything you can imagine, from a tiny cabin to a massive castle floating in the sky.

			In A Minecraft Movie, a group of ordinary people gets pulled into the Overworld and discovers that this blocky universe has rules, structure, and purpose built into every layer of it. The world isn’t random. Somebody designed it.

			Now here’s the difference between Minecraft and what you’re about to read. In Minecraft, you build from materials that already exist. You mine stone. You chop wood. You smelt iron. Everything you create comes from something else. But when the Bible opens with the words, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth,” it’s describing something no video game, no human being, and no force in the universe has ever done.

			God didn’t start with materials. He started with nothing. No blocks. No raw elements. No cosmic supply chest. Just God, and then his voice. He spoke, and the universe appeared.

			That’s where our story begins.

			Ten Words That Changed Everything

			The first verse of Genesis is one of the most famous sentences ever written: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” It sounds simple. It’s only ten words in English. But those ten words make claims so enormous that people are still wrestling with them thousands of years later.

			First, there was a beginning. Time itself had a starting point. There was a moment before which nothing existed except God.

			Second, God was already there. He didn’t come into being. He didn’t evolve. He didn’t have parents or a backstory. When everything else began, God simply was. The passage doesn’t try to prove God exists. It doesn’t argue for him. It just introduces him as the one who was there before anything else and who made everything else.

			Third, he created. The word Moses used here is special. In the entire Old Testament, this particular word for “create” is only ever used with God as the one doing it. Humans can make things, build things, craft things. But this kind of creating, bringing something into existence out of absolutely nothing, belongs to God alone.

			And what did he create? “The heavens and the earth.” That’s an ancient way of saying everything. The ground beneath your feet and the stars above your head. The oceans, the atmosphere, the galaxies you can see through a telescope and the ones you can’t. All of it. Every atom, every particle, every corner of the universe owes its existence to this moment.

			Six Days: From Chaos to Creation

			What comes next is one of the most carefully structured passages in all of Scripture. Over six days, God transforms a dark, empty, formless world into a place teeming with life, beauty, and purpose.

			Notice the pattern. The earth began “formless and empty,” with darkness covering everything. So God spent the first three days giving it form, giving it shape and structure. Then he spent the next three days filling it, populating each space with the things it was designed to hold.

			On the first day, God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. No delay. No effort. No spell or formula. Just a command, and reality obeyed. On the second day, he separated the waters, creating sky above and seas below. On the third day, he gathered the waters and let dry land appear, then covered it with plants and trees.

			Then he filled what he’d formed. On the fourth day, the sun, moon, and stars. On the fifth day, birds for the sky and fish for the sea. On the sixth day, animals of every kind for the land.

			Do you see the design? Days one through three build the rooms. Days four through six furnish them. Light gets its luminaries. Sky and sea get their creatures. Land gets its animals.

			And over and over, like a drumbeat through the whole passage, you hear the same phrase: “And God saw that it was good.” Not just acceptable. Not just functional. Good. God looked at what he made and was pleased with it. The light was good. The land was good. The plants, the fish, the animals, all good.

			This matters more than you might think. In the ancient world, the nations surrounding Israel had their own stories about how the world began. In those stories, creation was usually born out of violence, gods fighting and killing each other, then using the leftovers to build the earth. Creation was an accident born out of chaos.

			Genesis says the opposite. Creation wasn’t an accident. It was the deliberate, joyful act of a God who spoke the universe into existence and then called it good.

			The Crown of Creation

			But the most important moment of creation wasn’t the stars or the oceans or the mountains. It came on the sixth day, and it came with a pause.

			For five and a half days, God had been creating by command. “Let there be light.” “Let the waters be gathered.” “Let the earth produce.” But when he reached the final act of creation, the language shifted. Instead of a command directed outward, there was a conversation: “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness.”

			Something different was about to happen. Something personal. “So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”

			Out of everything God made, only human beings received this designation. Not the stars. Not the mountains. Not the animals, as magnificent as they are. Only people were made in the image of God.

			What does that mean? It doesn’t mean we look like God physically, since God is spirit. It means something deeper. To be made in God’s image means that human beings reflect God in ways nothing else in creation does. We can think, reason, create, and love. We have moral awareness, the ability to know the difference between right and wrong. We can have relationships, with each other and with God himself. We carry a dignity and a worth that comes not from what we can do but from whose image we bear.

			And notice: God made humanity “male and female.” Both bear his image equally. Both are essential. Both are part of God’s design from the very beginning.

			After creating human beings, God blessed them and gave them a job: “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Humanity wasn’t just placed in the world like a decoration. We were given responsibility. We were put in charge of caring for what God had made. We were meant to be his representatives on earth, managing his creation the way he would manage it, with wisdom, care, and purpose.

			Then God looked at everything he had made, all six days of it, and this time the evaluation changed. It wasn’t just “good.”

			It was very good.

			The Garden

			Genesis 2 zooms in on the creation of humanity like a camera moving from a wide shot to a close-up. Chapter 1 gave us the big picture. Chapter 2 gives us the details.

			God formed the first man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Think about that image. God didn’t just speak the man into existence from a distance. He got close. He shaped him like a potter working with clay. And then, in a moment of extraordinary intimacy, God leaned in and breathed life into him. The man’s first breath came directly from the lungs of God.

			This is personal. This is a Creator who isn’t distant or detached. This is a God who gets his hands dirty, who bends down, who gives of himself to bring his creation to life.

			God planted a garden in a place called Eden, a word that means “delight,” and placed the man there to work it and take care of it. This wasn’t slave labor. This was purpose. The man had a home, a mission, and a relationship with the God who made him. In the middle of the garden stood two trees that would matter more than any others: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

			God gave the man one boundary: “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” Freedom and limits. Blessing and warning. A whole garden full of “yes” and only one “no.”

			Not Good to Be Alone

			Then God said something surprising. After declaring everything good and even very good, he looked at the man alone and said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”

			Not good. The only “not good” in the entire creation account. The man by himself was incomplete. He needed someone who corresponded to him, someone who shared his nature, who could do what he could not do alone.

			God brought every animal and bird to the man, and the man named them, an act that showed both authority and intelligence. But it also revealed a gap. For every creature that passed before him, there was no match. None of them shared his nature. None of them could be the partner he needed.

			So God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, took one of his ribs, and built a woman from it. When God brought her to the man, his response was immediate, joyful, and poetic. His very first recorded words in all of Scripture are a love poem: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

			At last. Someone like him. Someone who shared his nature, his dignity, his calling. The creation of humanity had reached its goal: man and woman together, equal in value, complementary in design, united in purpose.

			Moses added an editorial note that echoes across the rest of the Bible: “That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.” Marriage, the lifelong union of one man and one woman, wasn’t a human invention. It was God’s idea, established before sin entered the world, woven into the fabric of creation itself.

			The chapter ends with an image of perfect peace: “Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” No fear. No guilt. No hiding. Just two people living in the full light of God’s presence, exactly as they were made to be.

			It wouldn’t last. But for now, it was very good.

			What This Means for Us

			First, you are not an accident. If Genesis 1 teaches us anything, it’s that the universe was made on purpose, and you were made on purpose. You’re not a random collection of cells that happened to come together by chance. You were designed by a God who wanted you to exist. That truth changes everything about how you see yourself and how you see other people.

			Second, every person you meet bears the image of God. Not just the people you like. Not just the people who look, talk, or think like you. Every human being, regardless of age, race, ability, or background, carries the dignity of being made in God’s image. That means bullying, cruelty, and looking down on others isn’t just wrong because it’s mean. It’s an offense against the God whose image those people carry.

			Third, God gave us work as a gift, not a punishment. Before sin ever entered the world, the man had a job. He was placed in the garden “to work it and take care of it.” Work, using your talents and abilities to contribute something meaningful, is part of what it means to be human. It’s not a curse. The curse came later, and it changed the nature of work. But the impulse to create, to build, to care for the world around you? That’s from God.

			Fourth, we were made for relationship. The only thing in all of creation that God called “not good” was the man being alone. You were not designed to go through life isolated. You need other people, and they need you. Friendship, family, community, these aren’t optional add-ons to the human experience. They’re built into the original design.

			Fifth, freedom has boundaries, and that’s a good thing. God gave Adam an entire garden full of trees to enjoy. The boundary wasn’t there to limit his happiness. It was there to protect it. Every good thing in life comes with boundaries. When we respect them, things flourish. When we ignore them, things fall apart. As you’ll see in the very next chapter, ignoring God’s boundaries has consequences that reach far beyond what anyone expects.

			Talking Points

			1. God called his creation “good” six times and “very good” once. What do you think it means that God considers his creation good? How should that shape the way we think about the natural world and our responsibility to take care of it?

			2. Being made in the “image of God” is what gives every human being value and dignity. How does knowing this change the way you think about people who are different from you? How should it affect the way you treat people at school, online, or in your neighborhood?

			3. God gave Adam an entire garden full of “yes” and only one “no.” Why do you think people so often focus on the one thing they can’t have instead of all the things they can? Do you ever find yourself doing that?

			4. The first thing God called “not good” was the man being alone. Why do you think relationships are so important to God? What does it look like to be a good friend, a good family member, or a good part of your community?

			5. Genesis describes God creating in an orderly, purposeful way, six days of work followed by a day of rest. What does this tell us about how God values both work and rest? Do you think most people today have a healthy balance between the two?

			[image: ]

			The world is made. The garden is planted. The man and the woman stand together in the presence of God, naked and unashamed, surrounded by everything they could ever need. But there’s a tree in the middle of the garden. And there’s a serpent you haven’t met yet.

			Turn the page.
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