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Chapter One
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Spike Bianchi took a drag of her cigarette and watched as people filtered through the busy streets. New York was constantly busy, and there was always something to keep one’s attention. Spike leaned lightly on the railing of the small porch and listened as Dale listed all the reasons that they should skip town and head down to Texas. None of them sounded encouraging at the moment, but her friend was caught up in his love life. Dale had been friends with her for about seven years. The two had graduated from Tottenville High together. They had become friends in the last year of high school, when Spike started a band, inviting Dale to be the lead singer. 

Spike played second guitar in the band. Richey, a guy that she had met at a downtown flea market had become their drummer, and Tosh, one of the guys from her old neighborhood became the first guitarist. Over the last few years the group had grown closer, spending most of their time rehearsing or just plain screwing around, and Spike had grown very fond of the friendships that she had with these guys. But now Dale had fallen in love and with a woman in San Antonio for that matter. He had told Spike about his mystery Internet girlfriend several times, but she had never thought it to be anything serious until he told the group one day that the woman had asked him to come down and visit. 

Richey had encouraged Dale, suggesting that the band go with him in case his mystery girlfriend turned out to be a Catfish, and after giving Dale that idea, her friend had it set in his head that he wasn’t going alone. Spike wasn’t too thrilled about the idea of the trip. She had never put much stock in giving up everything for love. She had seen several situations where that caused resentment, and the people that she had known in those situations ended up losing everything that they had built along with the relationship that they had left it for. 

“Why doesn’t she just come up here?” Spike asked Dale, interrupting his monologue. 

“I told you,” he replied. “She’s in college. She doesn’t have time off until winter.” 

“Well, wait for winter, then,” Spike told him, opening the patio door to let Tosh and Richey join them. The group had planned to hang out and unwind after a long week, but as the other two arrived, Dale began to push the idea of leaving for Texas harder. 

“I can’t wait until winter,” Dale retorted. “That’s too long. I’ve been talking to Mia for a year now. I want to meet her in person. It would be nice to take her out on a real date instead of eating together via Skype.” 

“I just don’t see what the hurry is,” Spike explained. “You have everything that you need here, and if she isn’t willing to even come up for a visit then how are things ever going to get serious between the two of you?” 

“I’ll move down there,” Dale replied, causing Spike to spit out the sip of beer that she had just so casually taken. 

“What about the band?” Spike inquired, looking at Dale and then to Richey and Tosh, who offered no opinion on the argument. 

“I love being part of the band,” Dale said. “But I love Mia more. I can see a future with her. I want to marry her someday.” 

“Whoa, whoa, marry is a big word, bro,” Spike said, shaking her head. “We’re young. Why tie yourself down so early in the game?” 

It’s not early in the game anymore,” Dale told her. “We’re getting older, Spikey. It’s time to grow up and get serious. Having the band, and hanging with you guys is fun, but I want a wife at some point and kids.” 

Spike looked him in the eyes, disappointed with his answer. Her friend’s head was clouded by romance, but she knew that relationships came and went. The band would be there forever. Their band had the potential to grow, and if they started getting gigs, then the money and lifestyle could last them for most of their lives. She knew her friend’s judgement was impaired, but she also knew Dale, and he wouldn’t give up on his fantasy of being with Mia until he finally met the other woman and realized that it wasn’t meant to be.

Spike took a couple of gulps from the Corona in her hand and looked over to see what Tosh and Richey’s reactions were to the conversation. However, the other two were too busy playing a makeshift game of table hockey with beer lids to even notice. She knew by their avoidance of the conversation that it would be up to her to make the decision as to whether or not they would join Dale on his adventure, and since Richey had been the one to first suggest this idea to Dale, his silence frustrated her. 

“Fine, I’ll go,” Spike sighed, giving in. “Tosh? Richey?” 

“Sounds fun to me,” Richey said, finally contributing to the conversation. 

“Yeah, I’m not going to pass up a chance to hang with college girls,” Tosh smiled wide. 

“Then, it’s settled,” Dale grinned. “We’ll leave tomorrow.” 
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Jemma rifled through her dresser, trying to find an outfit that would work for the date that she had scheduled for that night. It had been a while since she went through the preparance that it took to get ready for such an engagement, and though she was excited, she was also clueless in how the evening would go. The last few dates that she had went on didn’t have quite the turnout that she had expected. The women that she had met in the last couple of years had found the romance part of a relationship unnecessary and instantly jumped into the sexual component, at which Jemma bid them adieu. 

She was a bit old fashioned in what she wanted in her love life, and though sex was fun, she needed something a bit more serious and an intimacy that engaged her on more than on level. That was why she decided to go out with Beatrice. Jemma had known Beatrice for a while. They had met a couple months ago on the corner of Losoyo and East Commerce. Beatrice was singing on the corner, taking donations in an empty guitar case to support her dream of becoming a musician, and Jemma was on her way to the Coffee Head, trying to get a mocha before her engineering exam. 

Jemma remembered how intrigued she was by the other woman as she watched her strum on a guitar that had to cost more than the shoes on her feet and sing to the passing crowd. Beatrice had so much confidence and wasn’t afraid to take criticism and public scrutiny on her way to achieving her dreams. Jemma admired that. She had been told what she should and shouldn’t do her whole life, and though she too had been interested in pursuing a musical career at one point in her life, she had sided with her parents on an engineering degree. They had told her there was no money in music and the success rates of the musicians that she had gotten to know over time had proved their theory. 

However, the day that she had met Beatrice changed her perspective. The other woman had stood on the corner crooning the lyrics of a popular song, and the crowd of people that stopped what they were doing to listen to her sing was mesmerizing. Jemma remembered just standing there, jaw to the floor, listening to the other woman and wishing that she could be a part of the beautiful music that she was creating. Jemma had introduced herself to Beatrice that day, and every day after that, she would stop to talk to the other woman on the way to get her morning coffee.

Talking to Beatrice over the last couple of months had opened Jemma’s mind and fueled her creativity. She now saw a different perspective on life, and the idea of pursuing a career that made her happy instead of one that only guaranteed financial security sounded attractive to her. 

Jemma had loved music from the time that she was very young. She had gotten her first drum set at eight from her grandparents, and much to her parents’ dismay, she had found out that she was skilled with the instrument. Jemma practiced on that drum set until it was old and worn and then switched it out for a more professional version. For years, she thought that she would grow up to be a rock star and she played every day, picturing what her life would be like, but then when she was in her junior year of college, her parents sat down with her and had one of their many heart to hearts about her future and her college plans. When Jemma told them about her musical aspirations, they instantly shot her down, explaining that a career in that field wasn’t a feasible way to make a living and telling her how much potential she had. They encouraged her to go forth with an engineering degree as that was where her scholastic strengths were, and in an effort not to disappoint them, Jemma complied. 

Since that conversations, Jemma had done what she was told. She focused her energy on the engineering degree that she was told to get, and she made sure that she studied hard enough to get the A grades that were expected of her. 

However, after getting to know Beatrice and sharing many conversations about music and the adventurous lifestyles that those that made it had, Jemma was compelled to give her dreams another go. Beatrice had shared with her that she was planning on putting together a band at some point, and the other woman had encouraged Jemma to join after learning about her drumming abilities. Jemma had told her that she would think about it, knowing that Beatrice hadn’t found a second guitarist at that point, and upon Jemma’s subtle hesitation in embracing that opportunity, Beatrice had steered the conversation in a different direction, asking her out. Jemma, though not sure that there would be any sparks between the two of them accepted as she was more than interested in getting to know the other woman better, and at that point, she had no other plans. 

“What are you getting all gussied up for?” Jemma’s roommate, Olive, asked as she walked into the small dorm room. 

“A date,” Jemma replied, not wanting to share any other details with Olive. The two hadn’t quite gotten off on the right foot when they met. Olive had been roomed with her only weeks ago, coming in as a transfer student, and Jemma’s normally silent room was filled with conversation and drama since that fatal day. 

Jemma had tried to get along with the other woman, but Olive had a difficult personality to get along with. The other woman had hardly worked a day in her life, and she had no problem showing off her wealth with her flashy attire. Besides that, Olive was selfish and had a way of getting what she wanted when she wanted it, and Jemma was simply annoyed by that notion. 

“With who?” Olive pried, sitting down on her bed and filing her flawless nails. 

“Someone I met downtown,” Jemma said, hoping the other woman would lay off. 

“Tell me about her,” Olive encouraged. “At least one of us is succeeding in that department. I sure haven’t found anyone since I’ve been here. I could use a little vicarious romance.” 

“Really?” Jemma inquired, looking at the other woman. “It surprises me that someone like you hasn’t met anyone. You’re so...”

“Gorgeous? Intelligent? Put together?” Olive laughed. “I’m a lot more than what you see on the surface, Jemma. These perfectly manicured nails don’t come without a price.” 

“What do you mean?” Jemma questioned, noticing something different in the other woman. 

“I mean that I know that you don’t like me. I can tell by how you act around me, but if you really got to know me as a person instead of making assumptions about who you think I am, I think that we would really get along.” 

Jemma was silent for a moment as she looked at the other woman carefully. She hadn’t expected Olive to be so perceptive. Maybe, there was something more to the other woman. Maybe, she just needed to give her a chance. 
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Chapter Three
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Spike sat in the back of the beat-up van that she was riding in, anxious for the group to take a break so that she could stretch her legs. They had been driving for what seemed like hours, Richey taking the first turn at the wheel as he had been mostly sober the night before. Dale had been on his phone most of the morning, texting his lady in waiting, and Tosh was laying back in his seat, a puddle slobber slowly running down his sleeping face. Spike was bored at this point. She had never been on a long trip like this before, and she was used to walking around whenever she wanted to and being able to entertain herself. 

However, for the last few hours, Spike had felt like a prisoner in the tiny van, plagued by the smells of last night’s gathering and the earthy scent of her unshowered friends. Spike yawned and grabbed her headphones out of her pocket. She plugged them into her small phone and pulled up her extensive music library, hoping that listening to a few tunes would take the edge off the long ride. 

She had told her parents last night that she was going out of town, careful to call them after their family dinner. Of course, they had wondered why she didn’t show up for the dinner as it was a tradition that her and her siblings eat at her parents’ house during the weekends. Spike had tried to explain to her mother that she had needed time to pack, but her mother wasn’t having it. After a twenty-minute lecture on the importance of family, her mother finally began to attack the idea of her going on a trip that was so far away. Spike had been patient as her mother guilt tripped her, stating that it would be a shame if anything happened to her or her family members while she was away. Spike was used to these guilt trips at this point and had come to terms with the fact that if she let them affect her, she wouldn’t be able to explore new opportunities in her own life. 

After her mom was finished with her lecture, Spike took a couple of minutes to ease her mother’s troubled outlook on her adventure and the two said goodbye, Spike promising to call her every other day that she was on the road. 

Spike had come from a large Italian family composed of seven siblings, her mother and father, and her grandma Nonna. Growing up, she had been lost in the depths of her siblings’ achievements, finding it difficult to figure out her own wants and needs, but by the time she hit high school, Spike had began to explore her own individuality and had grown comfortable with herself. It was around this time that she came out to her parents, who much to her surprise weren’t at all astonished by her revelation. Apparently, they had seen the signs when she was very young. Her mother, however, did want to make sure that Spike wanted children as she found it a waste to go through life without reproducing, and Spike, though not ready to make that decision about her life, had saded her mother by explaining the options that were available to her once she found the woman that she would spend her life with. 

Spike didn’t tell her mother about her fear of commitment. However, she knew that her mother wouldn’t take that subject lightly, especially with the strong family values that had been embedded in her. Her mother had only known one way of life, and that was that everyone grew up, got married, and had their own families. Spike wouldn’t dare to contradict such a belief especially since her mother had given up her own career aspirations to take care her and her sisters and brothers, but deep down, the idea of spending her life with one other person scared her. Spike had many girlfriends in her life, but none of them were anything serious to her. In fact, every time someone that she was dating tried to take the next step in their relationship, Spike had found a way to break it off and moved on. She had never understood the concepts of love at first sight or having a deep connection with another person. Though she found every woman that she had dated interesting at one point, she always got bored with them in the end and when that happened, she just moved on to her next relationship. 

Spike found it difficult to connect to anyone but her friends and family. She wasn’t shy by any means and she had several acquaintances but finding a female to share her inner most thoughts with didn’t intrigue her. She was already content with the life that she had, and she found no reason to add the stress of a serious relationship. Besides that, Spike wanted to become a serious musician, and living a lifestyle like that would be a heavy burden on a relationship. Spike had always put her dreams first. There were too many people that didn’t get the chance to achieve theirs because they let love get in their way, and unlike Dale who was now rattling away about Mia, she wasn’t like that. 
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Chapter Four
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Jemma walked down the sidewalk, nervous about her date with Beatrice. After having a long conversation with Olive and agreeing to give their friendship a chance, Jemma had given in to Olive’s insistent pleas to help her pick out an outfit. So, there she was, Jemma Rodriguez, wearing expensive clothing from designers that she had only dreamed of affording and knowing that Olive’s assistance with her hair and make-up had made her look more put together than she currently felt. 

“Hi,” Beatrice said in the distance. 

“Hello,” Jemma smiled, walking rapidly after spotting the other woman. 

Beatrice waited for her and opened the door to the restaurant that they had decided to meet up at, and the two walked up to the hostess to be seated. 

“Ever been here?” Beatrice asked as they were escorted to their table. 

“Too rich for my blood,” Jemma laughed, hoping that the other woman would understand. 

“Mine too usually,” Beatrice replied, giving Jemma a once over with her eyes. “But I had a good day today. A lot of tourists were in town for the Air Force graduation ceremony, so I figured that it was only right to treat you to something nice.”

“Well, that is very kind of you,” Jemma said, looking at a smiling Beatrice from across the table. “I don’t really know you very well, so I didn’t expect you to go out of your way.” 

“It’s no problem,” Beatrice replied, waving her hand. “I live with a ton of roommates and usually have to hunt through the fridge to find something to cook up. It’s a treat for me to go out sometimes too.” 

Jemma smiled at the other woman, obliged by her good manners and easy going personality. “So how long have you lived here?” she asked, trying to keep the conversation rolling. 

“A couple of years,” Beatrice replied. “I came here to get a better opportunity to perform, but so far, I’ve only been able to successfully perform on the street corners.” 

“It’s a hard gig,” Jemma said. “I wanted to be a musician for as long as I’ve known, but I came to the reality that I would never make a living off of it, so I went to college for engineering instead.” 

“Is that your second passion?” Beatrice inquired. 

“No, actually, I hate it,” Jemma laughed, voicing a reality that she had only ever come to terms with in her moments of reflection. “I’m going to be graduating within the next year or so, and I keep picturing myself in one of those stuffy cubicles with a computer screen in front of my face for hours on end, and it seems like a miserable way to live.” 

“Why do it then?” Beatrice asked, a serious expression on her face. “You only get one life. Why not live it?” 

“And disappoint my parents that worked so hard to save up for my tuition?” Jemma replied. “It would crush them.”

“But would it really?” Beatrice pressed. “What if you become successful and can pay them back? What if you could have a career that you loved? What if you could have an opportunity that would allow you to play in front of thousands of people and still pay your bills?” 

“I would take it,” Jemma said, energized by Beatrice’s encouraging thoughts. 

“Then why not join my band?” Beatrice inquired. “It will just be you and me until we get a second guitarist on board, but we can rehearse around your class schedule, and maybe, we can get some local gigs.” 

“I suppose I could do that,” Jemma replied, excited about the opportunity. “When do you want to start practicing?” 

“How about tonight?” Beatrice replied, sipping from a glass of water that the server had put in front of her. 

“Sounds good,” Jemma smiled. “Thank you, Beatrice. You just made my day.” 

“My friends call me Buck,” the other woman told her. “Only my mother calls me Beatrice, and you’re welcome.” 
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Chapter Five
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Spike got out of the van, stretching as she did. They had been driving through the night, taking turns at the wheel, and it had been a rough twenty something hours. Spike felt gross and sweaty and was ready to take a shower as soon as she could. The group hadn’t been able to stop at a hotel due to the lack of finances, and Dale had promised them that they would have somewhere to stay as soon as they got into town. According to him, Mia had a set-up with a few of her friends that were willing to let them stay in their dorm rooms while they were there. Dale, of course, would stay with Mia. 

Spike waited in the parking lot for the mysterious Mia to meet up with them and show them where they would be staying. Every bone in her body hurt from being crammed in the moving van for hours on end, and she was ready to be comfortable. Spike adjusted her sunglasses, her only barricade between her and the hot Texas sun and watched as a skinny, tan woman walked towards them. 
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