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In a homeless shelter in the 18th arrondissement in Paris, France, a young woman gives birth to a daughter and names her Lise. Unable to keep her child, the sad mother puts her blanketed baby in basket and places the basket on the stoop of a small orphanage next to a note with Lise’s name on it. There, Lise is raised and taught by nuns in the orphanage, privately funded by a local church. Lise is an adventurous child and is curious about the world around her. She is interested in learning about everything she can see, hear, smell, touch, and taste. Yet, as she grows, she is only permitted to learn history, writing and arithmetic in the orphanage for it is all the church can afford. 

In her 15th year at the orphanage, Lise is entrusted by the nuns to deliver books to and from the Bibliothèque Nationale de France three times a week. It is on rue Vivienne right in the heart of Paris. She must get on a bus and ride 45 kilometers from the orphanage to the library. The bus travels along the Sienne, passing Tour Eiffel, Louvre and Jardin du Palais Royale to eventually stop at the library. Lise enjoys her bus rides. She gazes out the window taking in the views of Paris, sometimes daydreaming about a world beyond her own.

On a seemingly ordinary day, after Lise has finished collecting the books for the orphanage, she decides to explore the history hall of the library. However, to her dismay, she gets lost in the large corridors. As she works to find a way out, she accidently trips on a mysterious book laying face down on the floor in the aisle between the bookcases. She picks it up to place it back on the shelf and as she does, she notices that it is a very thick black book. She is fascinated by its weight and size as she has never seen a book this large before. She turns the book over and sees the word Vérité engraved in gilt on the black cover. Even more intriguing, the pages are made of papyrus, like the books she has seen in the monastery at the orphanage. 

She opens the large black book and flips through it. She spends several long moments flipping through the first few pages of the book and discovers that it is about ancient philosophies and practices, of which she has never learned. Curious, she glances around for an alcove to continue reading this strange text. She walks down the aisles, past studious patrons and eventually finds a corner in the back of the reading room in the library. Lise sits down, places the orphanage books next to her and opens the large book. A while passes and Lise becomes so engrossed in her reading that she loses track of time. 
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