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About the Book


This is a story of my European family’s journey to Australia and their pioneer lives. From the old world to the new, accompanied by all the hopes, dreams and hardships that you would expect. Around twelve percent of the passengers onboard their ship died of disease and the family lost two of their own. Arriving on a small island off the coast of Queensland, the family had to endure almost two months of quarantine ‘lockdown’, before they could even set foot on the mainland. When they finally arrived on the mainland, they needed to reconstruct their lives in order to find their place in the Australian landscape.


Two sisters emerged from this family, with the same DNA and family upbringing, but ended up taking very different paths in life. It is the story of two good women who remained so, but whose lives diverged due to the different paths they chose. One ending her short life mostly out of the public eye, the other, having a longer life mostly in the public eye. These sisters were Ettie and Annie Hoepper. Annie’s husband was William McKenzie, known as ‘Fighting Mac’, hero of Gallipoli, World War I and Salvation Army Commissioner in the early 1930s.

William McKenzie my great-uncle, has an exhibit in the Salvation Army Museum in Melbourne. When my wife and I recently visited Melbourne, we thought it would be a good opportunity to see the exhibit and the Museum and thank the Museum Manager in person for all the help he’d given me in writing this book.

The visit proved to be far more inspiring than I thought. No one was expecting us at the Museum, and we had no idea who would be there. My wife and I arrived at a random time, which we’d only decided about 15 minutes beforehand. The current Salvation Army Commissioner for Australia had never visited the museum before and, unbeknownst to us, decided to drop by for about 30 minutes at exactly the same time we did. My wife and I accompanied by the Commissioner, were guided around the museum by the Manager. It was almost like William saying, “I can’t be there to show you around, but here are two special people who can!”

This is a family story set in the historical context of the day using facts as documented from reliable sources. Inevitably, there are ‘gaps’ in every family story and this one is no exception. I have attempted from time to time to fill these gaps with what can be referred to as ‘probable fiction’, to help improve context and readability. This has provided the most likely set of events or circumstances, even if it is an educated guess. When I do employ probable fiction, I have made it clear to the reader. Of course, I am happy to be corrected for the next edition.


This third book in the series covers roughly 150 years, from the late 19th century to the modern day. The first and second books covered the previous 350 years. The motivation to write these stories came from an inspired series of events following the author's visit to the family village in old East Germany. The writings are well-referenced and further supported by various illustrations, maps and a family tree (Appendix B). The family tree is a useful ‘reference’ to help keep track of family relationships.


I would like to thank my family for allowing me time out to write this book. Thanks to my friends who provided useful suggestions and feedback. Enjoy your read!


Table of Contents

Chapter One: The Long Journey from the Old Country

Chapter Two: New Beginnings

Chapter Three: Pioneering with Passion

Chapter Four: New Husbands, New Directions

Chapter Five: Making A Difference

Chapter Six: A Crown of Righteousness for Our Sisters

Chapter Seven: A Brief Family Update

List of Illustrations

Appendix A: Maps

Appendix B: Relevant Family Tree

Endnotes (List of Sources)


Chapter One

The Long Journey from the Old Country


This is an old story but a good one, still relevant today. It is an adventure of inspired Australian pioneers who survived and thrived in a new land, resulting in improved landscapes and great leaders. It is a tale of two sisters, whose circumstances and choice of husbands contrasted and changed their lives. It is a story based on fact, that also seeks to provide meaning and context. The Hoepper sisters, Annie, Ettie, and their brothers were all born in Australia, except for one brother born in Germany, as were their parents. The narrative should rightly start in the old country with the story of their parents and grandparents, who made the long journey to a new homeland.
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Welcome to Caselow


Caselow is a small farming village in the Vorpommern-Greifswald district in the northeast corner of present-day Germany. Nearby, is the village of Rossow and the slightly larger towns of Bergholz and Löcknitz (please see Appendix A for map). The area around these villages used to be called the Uckermark. After Germany's reunification in 1990, a quarter of residents left the district including the Uckermark area, over the following decade, mostly for the more prosperous West Germany. Polish citizens from the nearby large city of Szczecin, have been settling into the district in ever-increasing numbers. Some even commute to work from here. While the area is mainly agricultural, renewable energy also features in the district with a large number of wind farms dotted over the landscape. I found it a pleasant place to travel through during my 2018 visit, with its quaint villages and leafy landscapes.


Many records in this area were destroyed during and after World War II by the occupation of various countries, leading to significant challenges for family research. The Russians after World War II destroyed many church books. The locals tried to hide them in various ways, including burial or putting them into safes. Fortunately, most of the records for this story were preserved.


Let’s journey back to 1860. At that stage, Germany was divided into many states the largest being Prussia. It was not until 1871 that these states became Germany. The Kings of Prussia ruled over their mainly agricultural lands. Village life centred around farming, families and the local church. The main religions in the Uckermark were Lutheran and French Reformed with local churches in many towns and villages including Bergholz, Löcknitz and Rossow. The French Reformed were protestants who escaped persecution in France from the 17th century under King Louis XIV.



Into this local scene, emerged the farming-based family of Schoenwald. The father of the family was Friedrich Wilhelm (b.1811[1]), my three times great grandfather. Friedrich was originally from a village in the region called Grimme. He travelled to the nearby village called Fahrenwalde, possibly to work on a farm, sometime after 1824. It is here that he met his future wife Justine Wilhelmine Krumbach (b.18161). Friedrich and Justine were married at the altar in the church at Fahrenwalde in 1836[2].
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Inside the church at Fahrenwalde


Their first daughter, Friedericke Justine was born here in this village in 1842[3]. She was one of seven children[4]. After a while, the family moved to the nearby village of Neuenfeld. At least two more children were born here, with the other children attending the village school.



While Friedrich’s main occupation was based in agriculture, he is also listed as being a governor7. This position would have been like a local administrator, appointed by the ruling government, as opposed to a local election such as the position of mayor.



The family eventually moved to Caselow. Here, Friedericke met her husband Johann Friedrich Ludwig Hoepper (b.1824)[5], from Friedland, Mecklenburg. Johann worked as a coachman6. That might have been how they met, as his work brought him to the area and Friedericke or her family may have been one of his customers.


The King of Prussia decided to unite the protestant religious denominations in a new Evangelical Union, to try and strengthen the unity of the nation from the early 1800s. Not everybody was happy with this arrangement. The French Reformed Christians in this region made up a large percentage of the population, especially in Bergholz, where they retained their church and their identity. Meanwhile, the church in Rossow joined the Evangelical Union, but deliberately referred to itself as ‘Lutheran’ to differentiate themselves from the Reformed Christians who were also living in the village.


Friedericke came from a Reformed background and Johann from a Lutheran, so Rossow may have been a good compromise for their wedding. The couple married in the church in Rossow in 1861[6].
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Old sign post pointing to some of the local villages


Subsequently, they became parents of Frederick George Louis Hoepper in 1862[7] and Friedericke Wilhelmina Louise Hoepper in 18637, both born in Caselow.


Prussia experienced a deterioration in economic and living conditions, in the second half of the 1800s. Many people experienced economic hardships, rising unemployment, crop failures accompanied by increases in taxation.

Moreover, population increases caused land to become more scarce and thus more expensive. Laws were in effect that restricted who could be bequeathed land in a person's will. Through the law of primogeniture, only the eldest son could inherit the family land upon the death of his father. Other legislation (the entail laws) then made it illegal for this son to divide his newly acquired property, thus preventing younger siblings from being willed land or being given land by their elder brother. The younger siblings were then forced to try and find other occupations, which often meant leaving the district. These inheritance laws made it even more difficult for subsequent generations to live off the land.


Industrialization was also impacting the livelihoods of many Prussians, affecting industries such as textiles, eg. weaving. Large factories and mills were built on an industrial scale in growth regions such as the Ruhr, making the smaller cottage industries uneconomical. This, along with the increasing use of machines to perform agricultural related tasks previously done by manual labour, helped to drive many individuals into the city in search of employment. Unfortunately, the cities quickly became overcrowded and the subsequent unavailability of jobs, forced some of the unemployed to return to their country homes and others to emigrate. Friedrich Schoenwald’s father Georg was a master weaver1 and would have been impacted. Friedrich would have seen first-hand, how his father’s work dried up over the years.



Religious persecution had been ongoing in Prussia for a number of years during the 1800s. Friedrich Wilhelm III forced the protestant religious denominations to unite. He also took the opportunity to nationalize the education system that been the responsibility of the church. The changes raised reprobation and anger from the church members. They perceived the changes as new persecutions similar to the ones their ancestors experienced in France in the 16th and 17th centuries. These freedom-loving people boycotted the offices of the Evangelical Union and often assembled out of sight of the authorities. Friedrich Wilhelm III was attempting to make his kingdom an authoritarian state. In some situations, coercion was used against non-conformists including confiscation of goods and prison.


Friedrich Wilhelm III died in 1840, and religious persecution eased somewhat. However, the memory of this persecution was still fresh in people's minds, and the push to unite protestant churches remained.

Prussians were in the midst of Germany’s wars of unification eg, Prussia conquering Schleswig-Holstein (in Denmark) in 1864. The general political situation was reasonably unstable. When various military conflicts settled down, it was often followed by even stricter regulations being placed upon the people. There was a general fear that society would return to the bleak conditions that resulted from all-out war.

It is reasonable to assume, that these troubles impacted our family in Caselow to some degree or other in the early 1860s. The family would also have known that these conditions either did not exist or were minimised in some other countries. To help reduce suffering and ease the strain on existing resources, some government entities encouraged people to emigrate.

Prussians considered America the favoured destination for migration. Most considered it both a place of religious freedom and a land of opportunity.

Friedrich and Justine were both descendants of the French refugees (the Huguenots), who had escaped the persecution in France by migrating to Prussia, some 200 years earlier. They had made the long journey by ship, horse & cart.


Our hopeful family group once again considered becoming refugees to escape unfavourable times and start afresh in a new country. According to church records, the Schoenwald family left Neuenfeld for America in 1847[8].
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A new dawn, behind the church in Rossow

For an unknown reason, they decided to return. Maybe they ended up in the South, where it was known they treated German immigrants like slaves. In any case, they returned to the Uckermark to live in Neuenfeld again and then in Caselow.

Around this time, Prussian migration to Queensland, Australia was through Sydney. A storekeeper in Drayton near Toowoomba on the Darling Downs in Queensland came up with the idea of encouraging Prussian migration directly to Queensland. The storekeeper and several influential people in the Darling Downs area, decided at an 1851 meeting at the Bull's Head Inn at Drayton, to bring Prussian workers to the port of Brisbane. The immigration agent, Edward Lord, was engaged and travelled to Prussia in 1854. He successfully promoted Queensland as a destination for Prussian emigrants. About 2,000 Prussian settlers called Queensland home by the early 1860s.


In 1859 Queensland became independent from the colony of New South Wales. Physical labour was scarce in Queensland and the State Government liked the hard-working Prussians. John Heussler, a successful local Prussian businessman, was appointed by the government to travel to Prussia to direct even more emigrants to the state. He, along with ship owner Godeffroy, was able to point out the benefits of living in Queensland and offer immigrants attractive deals. For example, if an immigrant farmer paid for their passage in full, they could often receive 10-30 acres of land for free, according to the size of their family. They could also elect to receive cash instead if they had a trade to offer. If they found a sponsor (local employer) in advance and served that employer for around two years, they could then enjoy free ship's passage, good wages, and the right to select land to the value of £12.



Prussian immigration to Queensland was 11,000, between 1863 and 1872, mainly due to Heussler's efforts, with a large proportion coming from the Uckermark region. It is easy to imagine that the Schoenwald’s were keen to rectify the mistake they made with America and were eager to hear what John Heussler and his team had to say. After much discussion with John Heussler and with family members they set their hearts on Australia. Johann Friedrich Ludwig Hoepper, his wife Friedericke Justine and their two children[9] applied to emigrate to Australia 23rd May 1865[10]. Five days later on the 27th of May, Friedericke’s father, Friedrich Wilhelm Schoenwald, his wife Justine Wilhelmine and their four other children[11] similarly applied10. This family group of ten souls would soon make their way to Hamburg to begin their journey overseas.
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