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      This book is dedicated first and foremost to my children who are the characters and inspiration for my stories and then to all the young readers out there looking for a good story. I hope you enjoy reading this book as much I enjoyed writing it.
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          The Mysterious Visitor

        

      

    

    
      Then: Spenser was an ordinary boy who was given a wishing stone by a mysterious stranger. When he held the stone, he was transported into the book he was reading.

      In his first adventure, he traveled back to prehistoric time to help a cave boy save his village from a dinosaur. On his next adventure, his brother and sister tagged along. They found themselves in a castle and needing to help a dragon. In this adventure, they found that when Jackson held the stone, the children could hear the thoughts of animals.

      In book 3, Spenser wanted to do something special for Kayleigh’s birthday and so he took her under the ocean to see mermaids. In their search for Arianna, a mermaid who had gone missing, they faced danger and found that Kayleigh could control elements when she held the stone.

      During their adventure, they met Genevieve, who offered to help them if they would help her in return. Though the children weren’t sure if helping her was a good idea, they agreed and before they returned home, Genevieve gave Spenser a heart-shaped stone. “When it glows, grab the stone and your brother and sister and meet me in your backyard at the tallest tree near the back corner. I’ll have instructions for you then.”

      Now: Spenser picked up the heart-shaped stone and stared at it. It had been a week since they returned from their underwater adventure, but the stone had yet to glow. Had Genevieve changed her mind? He couldn’t decide if that was a good thing or a bad thing. With a final sigh, he moved to replace the stone, but as he did, it began to shine. Bright red light emanated* from it, sending red arcs across his walls and ceiling. He shoved the stone in his pocket and hurried out of the room.
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      He found Jackson in his room, folding his laundry and scowling. Laundry was not his favorite chore, and he usually did all he could to avoid it.

      “Hurry up and finish,” Spenser whispered. “The stone is glowing.”

      “What?” Jackson shouted, dropping the shirt he had been folding.

      “Shh! I’m going to go get Kayleigh. Finish up and meet us downstairs.”

      With a quick nod, Jackson doubled his speed, balling the shirts up and shoving them in the drawer. Spenser shook his head and continued down the hall to find Kayleigh.

      Kayleigh was in her room playing with the new doll house she had gotten for her birthday. It was white with a pink roof and stood nearly as tall as she did. “Spenser, wanna play with me?” she asked, looking up as he entered.

      “No time now, Kayleigh. The stone is glowing.”

      Her face scrunched in confusion. At only two, her memory wasn’t as strong as the boys’.

      “Genevieve, remember her?”

      Kayleigh nodded.

      “Well, she gave me a heart stone and said to meet her when it glowed, and now it’s glowing.”

      “Where are we going this time?” Kayleigh asked, tossing all but her favorite stuffed animal aside as she stood and followed Spenser. Kayleigh’s favorite animal this month was a white stuffed lamb.

      “I don’t know, but we’ll find out soon.”

      The two sneaked downstairs as quietly as they could. They’d have to ask their mother or father for permission to go outside, but Spenser wanted to see what kind of mood his parents were in.

      Their mother sat in the blue recliner in the living room, typing away on her laptop. Their father lay on the couch. Some news show blared from the television.

      “Mom, can we go outside for a bit?” Spenser asked.

      “Sure, honey, for a little bit, but dinner will be ready soon.” His mother looked up only briefly before motioning them to the backyard. She would never let them go out front alone, but the back yard was fenced and so she often let them play out back without supervision.

      “Thank you, Mommy,” Kayleigh said, following Spenser to the door.

      “You’re welcome, baby,” their mother called as Spenser slid the door open.

      Jackson bounded down the stairs just as they stepped outside.

      “Did you finish putting your laundry away, Jackson?” their mother asked.

      “Yep, all done,” Jackson said and followed Spenser and Kayleigh outside, closing the door behind him. The three looked to the large big leaf maple in their backyard, but nothing seemed out of the ordinary and there was no sign of Genevieve.

      “Where is she?” Jackson asked.

      “I don’t know,” Spenser said.

      Just then a small white dog appeared in their yard. It jerked its head toward the tree as if asking them to follow it.
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      “Where’s the wishing stone, Spenser?” Jackson asked.

      Spenser dug the stone out of his pocket and handed it to Jackson. As Jackson’s fingers closed around the stone, the children heard Genevieve’s voice.

      “I don’t have all day. Will you please follow me to the tree?”

      “Is the dog talking?” Kayleigh asked.

      “I think the dog is Genevieve,” Spenser said.

      “Yes, it is safer this way,” Genevieve said. “This way if someone sees me, they won’t see a magician but an ordinary dog.”

      “This is so cool,” Jackson said. He reached out his hand to pat Genevieve’s back, but the dog issued a low growl.

      “I’m only in this form to not be detected. Do not mistake me for your pet.”

      “So, what is our quest?” Spenser asked.

      “I need you to get inside the great pyramid of Giza and bring me back a cup of sand.”

      “Why sand?” Kayleigh asked, wrinkling her nose.

      “That’s for me to know, little one.”

      “Well, that doesn’t sound too bad. I suppose we could do that, but I’ll have to find a book about the pyramids first,” Spenser said.

      “Very well. Will a week be long enough?”

      “It should. If we can’t get to the library, I can ask my teacher. She has books on everything.”

      “Good, when you are ready to go, be sure to put the heart in your pocket. It will alert me when you use the wishing stone to travel.”

      With a final twitch of her nose, Genevieve turned and ran toward their fence. Before she reached the wooden planks, she shimmered and disappeared.

      “She is so cool,” Jackson said.

      “Yeah, I just hope she isn’t making us do anything that will be bad later,” Spenser said.
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