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Dedicated to all those folks who feel alienated from the rest of society, whether it be from some deformity or a handicap of some kind. Hang in there. You are just as good if not a better person than those who are judging you. 

I don’t know exactly how this idea got into my head. One day it was just there.  

I told my son about the story line and he made the comment.  

“That sounds like a sad story.”  

Yes, it is a sad story. It’s sad that the people of his day didn’t understand that people with a facial defect weren’t that much different than the rest of us. And I might say, it isn’t much different in our modern times. I don’t really know what kind of defect my character had. When I thought of how he might look, my first thought was of Quasimodo in The Hunchback of Notre Dame. No, I thought. He’s too grotesque. On the lighter side, perhaps he had a birthmark down half his face. People in the 1800s didn’t understand marks like that. If a person had a purple or red birthmark on their face, people considered them cursed. Whatever it was it made his life miserable.  I’ll not tell you the ending. You must read the whole story to learn that. However, it won’t take long to reach the conclusion of this short, short story. 
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