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    Dedication

Dedication of this book goes to my family. They have sacrificed so much throughout my career. They have stood by my side through all the hard times. I genuinely want to thank my wife. She is a powerful woman, a fantastic mother, and my best friend. I want to thank my children as well. I know you did not know me prior to the military; however, you have seen the changes in me from the military. I hope this book can answer some questions and remind you how much I love each of you.

To my son, Johnathan, I am sorry for the years we lost together. Failing to grasp that genuine happiness does not come from material possessions, I tirelessly strived for our betterment while being away from the military. Last, I apologize for projecting my own issues onto you. I can't bring back that time, but I truly hope that this book will give you answers. Mostly, I wanted to tell you, as I have watched you grow up, that you are the father I wish I was. I am very proud of you and will always love you.

To my daughter, who always wanted me there on July 22, between the Army constantly having me gone, I missed the one day a year that you loved more than anything. Regardless of saying I am sorry for that and wishing I could have changed that, it will remain unchanged. I apologize for not being present to you. I am very proud of you and everything that you have accomplished. You're the first to get a college degree among us. You are raising four children and supporting your husband with all the things he is trying to accomplish, not to mention also working a full-time job. Proud of you does not describe how I feel. I wish I could have taken some credit for your success, but the truth goes to your mom.

To my wife, I wanted to improve your life because you had a tough childhood. I feel I started on that path, and I was trying my best to give you a nice safe home to raise our children. As my best friend and soul mate, you are everything to me. I understand how I lost track. The separation between us, as the years passed, was my fault. My perception became distorted, and I started sensing hostility from the world. I juggled two lives, failing in both. To keep up appearances, I acted like everything was fine at work and at home. I apologize, but you were the reason our kids turned out great. Your dedication to making sure they had clothes and healthy meals and helping them with their homework. You knew everything about our kids and always saw their full potential. You are incredible, and I thank you every day.

I dedicate this to all my military comrades, my brothers, and sisters. Their memories are my strength. Unforgettable are the bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood we shared. The sacrifices their families made to allow us to do our jobs are truly amazing.
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