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A NOTE TO THE READER

This little book is a work of fiction. It does not claim to describe every airline pilot, every airline, or every aviation career. It offers a fable: a conversation between a young boy and his mother about a profession that often makes people dream.

Its purpose is not to diminish the beauty of flying, nor to discourage sincere vocations. The life of an airline pilot can be full of wonder, discipline, travel, responsibility, and pride. But no dream should be chosen with closed eyes.

Through Mamadou and his mother, these pages invite the reader to look at both sides of the profession: the breathtaking views, the sense of adventure, the technical mastery, the strong aviation community, but also the irregular hours, the pressure, the training, the fatigue, the time away from home, and the constant need to prove oneself.
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