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      For Liza.

      I hope this helps with your next MRI.
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      Liz wanted to run away as fast as she could. If her friend Bee didn’t have a firm grip on her arm, she would have long gone by now.

      Liz hated hospitals. And she loathed MRI machines even more. This was going to be her third time of having to lie in that confined, noisy space. It was worse now that she knew what was going to happen. The first time, she’d been quite excited, seeing it as a new experience. Liz liked to think positive, but after she’d had a panic attack at her last appointment, she dreaded today’s examination.

      “Maybe your doctor will be a hottie,” Bee grinned. “Like in those cringe-worthy medical romances you like to read.”

      “Better than your alien smut,” Liz shot back.

      Bee shrugged. “The world is a shitty place. I’d rather be abducted by aliens than stay here to have a fling with a sexy doc. Besides, you never know what aliens have between their legs. With human doctors, it won’t be much of a surprise.”

      Liz sighed. Why were they talking about cocks? That seemed to happen a lot with Bee. She loved her best friend, but their conversations often veered into strange directions.

      “Come on, you’re going to be late.” Bee dragged Liz through the hospital until they stood in front of the glass doors leading to the radiology and diagnostics ward.

      Patients only, a sign said.

      Bee looked like she was ready to ignore it, but Liz didn’t want to get on the wrong side of the doctors and nurses who’d look after her today.

      “I’ll find you in the cafeteria,” Liz said and gave Bee a brave smile. “Get me one of those lemon cheesecakes. I’ll need that after the MRI.” Unless I feel nauseous again. But she didn’t say that out loud.

      Liz registered with the receptionist and was led to a room to change into a medical gown. She was given some white knickers that looked like a drunk granny had knitted them. Or like some clothes moths had feasted on them for days. They showed more than they hid. Without a bra, Liz felt exposed. The back of the gown was open and she pulled it tightly around her like a kimono. Even if the doctors were hot, she didn’t want them to see her naked. Sure, doctors saw people naked all the time, but for Liz, being in the nude was something she just didn’t do.

      A nurse collected her and brought her to the MRI room. Liz swallowed hard when she saw the scanner. Its dark hole was waiting for her. A shiver ran down her back. It wasn’t the same machine as last time. This one seemed bigger, more menacing.
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