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Short History of Public Parks - Indiana Edition

The Story of the Indiana State Park System

Indiana History Series

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Short History of Public Parks – Indiana Edition recounts the history of the public park from its early beginnings as hunting parks for European nobles to the extensive state and national parks of today. 

Cemetery History

Cemeteries served as the first parks as landscape designers began designing cemeteries that proved a pleasant place for both the dead and the living. 

State Parks

The book serves as a guide to the state parks of the United States, as it includes a listing of the Departments of Natural Resources of every state. 

National Park History

Readers will learn the history of the United States National Park system as well as the National Wildlife Refuges and other national recreational and preservation organizations. 

Indiana State Park Guide

The Short History of Public Parks – Indiana Edition serves as a complete guide to the Indiana State Park system. If you have a bucket list of Indiana parks you want to visit, you can use this book as a checklist of the parks you have been to. The book includes a history, facilities and contact information for each of Indiana's 28 state parks.
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English Deer Parks
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The English Deer Park gave rise to the first English parks. After the successful Norman invasion in 1066, the invaders confiscated most of the lands held by the former Anglo-Saxon nobility. At first the Norman kings had exclusive right to establish a deer park. Since serving venison at banquets was a sign of great status, many of the minor nobles also desired them. The kings eventually allowed the nobles to establish their own deer parks to supply venison to their guests. To establish a deer park, the noble had to acquire a document called a "licence to empark," from the king. The noble usually placed the park inside, or near, a royal forest. They usually surrounded the park with a ditch. A high bank with a stone, brick or wooden fence at the top bounded the ditch. The construction prevented deer from leaving the park. Sometimes the noble built a device called a deer leap outside, which allowed wild deer to enter the park, but not escape. Most of the time these were illegal, as it could deprive the king of his deer that roamed the open forest. Many nobles built hunting lodges inside the park, many of which were protected by moats. Inside the park was a mix of wild pasture land, forest and heath. The trees consisted of mainly oaks, whose acorns provided winter forage for the deer. Many of the ancient oaks now living in England were preserved inside these parks. The nobles imported deer from the European continent to stock their parks. Native red deer roamed the forests outside. The usual method of hunting deer was to drive them into nets. After slaughtering them, they became the "noble meat," of feasts. Historians estimate that at their height, around 1300 AD, deer parks occupied about 2% of the English countryside.  Many of these parks were abandoned after the deer park became unfashionable after the 1642 - 1651 English Civil War. Some were used as fields to grow crops, some reverted to wild lands and some found use as public parks. Many of these parks are still in existence.
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Landscaped Parks
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When the deer park fell out of favor after the English Civil War, wealthy landowners began converting many of these game preserves into landscaped parks. These parks became status symbols for the owners who employed landscape architects like Capability Brown to design them. Some of these landscaped, private parks evolved into public parks over time.

Lancelot "Capability" Brown (c. 1715 - February 6, 1783)

The son of William and Ursula Hall Brown, Lancelot was native to Kirkharle, Northumberland. He attended Cambo School until he turned sixteen, after which he obtained employment at Kirkharle Hall, where his mother served as a chambermaid. He left Kirkharle Hall when he turned twenty-three years old. He spent the next several years learning the landscape architect trade from other head gardeners. His posts included Sir Richard Grenville's Wotton Underwood House, Buckinghamshire and Lord Cobham, at Stowe, Buckinghamshire. While at Stowe, he married Bridget Wayet, with whom he had seven children. 

Renowned Landscape Architect

Lord Cobham  allowed Lancelot to take on freelance work, a career he excelled at. Cobham's aristocratic friends, who were among his first clients, loved his work and soon he acquired a reputation as a good landscape gardener. Brown left Stowe after Cobham's death in 1749 to work on his own. Sometime during his era he earned his nickname, "Capability," because of his habit of telling prospective clients that their grounds had "great capabilities". 

Style

He became known for his simple, elegant designs. His gardens featured elements that allowed them to blend into the natural surroundings and blend seamlessly into the local countryside. He used hidden dams to create small lakes that, viewed from a distance, made them appear as one large body of water. He used a similar technique to create the appearance of complete landscapes in different areas of the garden by using hidden fences. His popularity grew and many historians estimate that he landscaped over 170 gardens in Britain, many of which are still in existence. These include Belvoir Castle, Croome Court, Blenheim Palace, Warwick Castle, Harewood House, Appuldurcombe House, Milton Abbey. Many still crown him "England's greatest gardener."
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Great European Gardens
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La Alameda de Hércules
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Until 1574, the area in Seville, Spain that makes up La Alameda de Hercules was a marshy swampland created by a dam built across the Guadalquivir River in 1383. The Count of Barajas decided to transform the flooded land into a public park. He had workers drain the swamp and had irrigation canals and fountains built. He then had lines of white poplar trees planted along the waterside, giving the new park its name, La Alameda de Hercules. The Spanish word álamos translates as poplar. He had the four columns planted, two at each end of the park, dedicated to the Roman hero and god, Hercules. The La Alameda de Hercules became the first public park in Europe. It became a popular gathering place for Spanish elites in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries. However, the area is subject to periodic floods and became neglected during the Twentieth Century. The park became a region of brothels. Seville city officials decided that since the area would be the first place seen by foreign visitors during the 1992 Seville World's Fair that they wanted to clean it up. The transformed park is now a trendy place with several bars, restaurants and shops.
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Városliget 
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The area that has become Városliget Park in Budapest, Hungary was first called Ökör-dulo, or "Oxmeadow." The first mention of the name Városliget, in the archaic form, Ukurföld, appeared in 1241. In 1751 walkways were installed and trees planted. The area evolved into a public park over time. The names Városliget, and its German equivalent Stadtwäldchen gradually became accepted during the early years of the Eighteenth Century. The names translate as "little city forest." One of Europe's first public parks, Hungary staged several of its millennium celebrations in the park, beginning in 1896. Many of the statues and other structures in the park, Hungary's largest public park, are mementos of these celebrations. A replica of Vajdahunyad Castle in the park exhibits some of the architectural styles found in the nation. An artificial lake surrounds the castle providing a popular boating place during the summer months and an ice rink during the winter. Visitors will also find the Budapest Zoo, the Amusement Park, the Municipal Circus, the Museum of Transport, the legendary Gundel Restaurant and the Széchenyi Baths in the park.
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Prince’s Park
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Located in Melbourne, Australia, Prince's Park was established by the Land Act 1869. Australian officials established the park on June 8, 1873, making it one of the oldest of the world's public parks. The 95 acre park includes Carlton Recreation Ground’s football stadium (Ikon Park); sports clubs for a range of activities; a children’s playground; the ‘Within Three Worlds’ sculpture; and barbecue and picnic facilities. The park is the site of the Carlton football club’s training ground. The park also has bowling, cricket and tennis facilities. 

Prince’s Park

200-590 Royal Parade

Carlton North VIC 3054

https://whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/placestogo/parksandgardens/allparksandgardens/pages/4436.aspx
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Regent's Park
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Regent's Park has its beginnings as a royal chase, which is a tract of land reserved as a hunting reserve for a member of the British royal family. First known as Marylebone Park, royal architect John Nash designed the park in 1646. His original design consisted of palatial terraces, a lake, a canal, 56 planned villas and a summer home for the Prince. the summer home was never built and only eight villas were completed. The Royal Zoological Society and the Royal Botanic Society took up residence in the park. Specified areas of the park opened to the general public two days a week in 1835. Queen Mary's Gardens was developed in the 1930's. Features of the park include Primrose Hill, The Hub - Sports Facility, numerous gardens and landscapes, St. John’s Lodge and the London Zoo.

Primrose Hill 

Purchased from nearby Eaton College in 1841, this part was originally included in the royal chase. This portion was meant to provide the people of northern London with an open air space. The Hill became a place for dueling and prize fighting. The Hill looms 206 feet above the surrounding countryside, affording some magnificent views of the surrounding countryside. 

The Hub - Sports Facility

The Hub includes several areas for informal game playing as well as sports fields available for rent. Fields include rugby, softball, football, cricket and lacrosse. 

Gardens and Landscapes

The Park includes numerous gardens of different themes. Queen Mary's Garden has over 12,000 varieties of roses, The Avenue Gardens contain a variety of Victorian gardens, Allotment Garden is an exhibit garden that demonstrates different gardening styles and the Community Wildlife Garden shows how people can create wildlife friendly environments on their land. The St. John’s Lodge is a private residence, however the public does have access to the main garden. 

Other Features

The park includes numerous memorials, fountains and statues through out the grounds, a lake for rowing, netball courts, children’s playgrounds and birdwatching opportunities. 

London Zoo 

Established on April 27, 1828 by the  Zoological Society of London, the zoo's original purpose was to conduct scientific studies of animals. The zoo opened to the public in 1847. 

The Old Police House

Hyde Park

London

W2 2UH

+44 (0)300 061 2000

royalparks.org.uk/parks/the-regents-park
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Birkenhead Park
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Located in Birkenhead, Merseyside, England, the British Parliament approved the plan to purchase acreage to construct the park in 1841. Birkenhead's local government purchased 226 acres of land on Birkenhead's western edge to construct what most acknowledge is the first publicly financed public park in the world. The land, mostly marshy grazing land, was cleared, drained and had tile installed to drain off the excess water. Famous English gardener Joseph Paxton designed the park, using an informal style, as opposed to the formal-style employed by most previous gardens. The park opened on April 5, 1847. The park included well-drained terraces, hills, rockeries and lakes as well as lodges, a boat house and landscaped areas. The park was meant to create a place for Birkenhead residents to have a green oasis to relieve the tedium of the urban landscape during the early years of the Industrial Revolution. 

Visitors May Still Enjoy Birkenhead Park. Its Facilities Include:

Visitor Center With Café

Children’s Playground And Play Boulder

Two Lakes Available For Angling - Permit Required

Grade 1 Historic Landscape

Swiss Bridge, Roman Boathouse And Grand Entrance

Football Pitches And Bowling Greens

Fitness Trail

Public Toilets And Baby Changing In Visitor Centre

Beautiful Woodland Walks

Birkenhead Park Visitor Centre

Park Drive

Birkenhead

Wirral

Merseyside

CH41 4HY

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-open-spaces/birkenhead-park#wgSM-1

https://www.facebook.com/BirkenheadParTel. 0151 652 5197

birkenheadpark@wirral.gov.uk
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Parliament Passes Bill Allowing Local Communities to Create Public Parks
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A movement had begun in Britain in the mid 1800's to create public parks for workers in the cities. Many noted that there were numerous parks in the country, however the vast majority of these were owned by private individuals who controlled who could visit the grounds. A need for public parks had arisen with the rise of the Industrial Age. Parliament passed a bill in 1845 that enabled local communities to raise money for the purpose of developing parks. Soon after passage of the act, Manchester England formed the Committee for Public Walks, Gardens & Playgrounds. The Committee spearheaded an effort to open three parks in the Manchester area. These parks, Queen's Park and Philips Park, in Manchester, and Peel Park in Salford, opened on August 22, 1846. Other public parks began appearing in the ensuing decades.
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Rural Cemeteries in the United States – The First Parks
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Prior to 1831 the United States had no public parks. The large cities had developed a problem with burying the dead in this era. In a twist of history, cities solved both problems when they began building large, landscaped cemeteries outside of the city limits. 

Accumulating Dead

Prior to 1831 most of those that died were buried in small, churchyard cemeteries. Many of these were located in the centers of towns. As time passed, the dead began to pile up. Literally. Many graves had as many as five or six burials in them, with the coffins stacked on top of one another. The ones near the top frequently became exposed due to floods, scavenger activity or other reasons. The cemeteries stank of decomposing bodies and many feared that they spread diseases to the living. Thus, the idea of the rural cemetery began to rise. The cities could buy land on the outskirts of the town and establish a cemetery. Ideally, these would be from one to five miles from the city, which was far enough away to remove the dead from the living, but close enough to allow relatives and friends to visit the graves. Dr. Jacob Bigelow and Henry Dearborn played an important role when they combined their talents to create the first of these rural cemeteries, Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Andrew Jackson Downing (October 31, 1815 – July 28, 1852)

The son of Samuel and Eunice Bridge Downing, Andrew was native to Newburgh, New York. Downing as a child worked in his father's nursery business. The work inspired an interest in landscape gardening and architecture. 

Author

He undertook to learn botany and landscape gardening, an interest that led to the publication of his first book, A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening, Adapted to North America, published in 1841. He and Caroline DeWint married in 1838. He authored several other books and became a noted authority on landscape gardening and received a commission from President Millard Fillmore to create a landscape design for the National Mall. 

National Mall

Downing presented his plan on February 27, 1851. His plan was dramatically different from the geometric design originally proposed in 1791. He wanted to “natural style of landscape gardening." He intended the Mall to be a "public museum of living trees and shrubs." Congress adopted the plan, but only provided funding for a portion of the Mall. Congress eventually eliminated the funding entirely, however eventually it was completed according to his plan. The Mall was renovated again in 1902. Downing developed a landscape style that gardens should fit into the surrounding countryside and blend into the natural habitat. 

Architect and Landscape Designer

An architect, Downing's buildings reflected his belief that even the simplest form of architecture should be beautiful, but that usefulness should never be sacrificed for beauty. He popularized the idea of the front porch on private homes. He published designs for twenty-eight residences that included plans for the surrounding gardens, orchards and grounds. 

Advocate for Public Parks

After seeing the success of Mount Auburn Cemetery, he said, “Judging from the crowds of people in carriages, and on foot, which I find constantly thronging Green-Wood and Mount Auburn, I think it is plain enough how much our citizens, of all classes, would enjoy public parks.” He became an advocate for public parks, proposing that a portion of central New York be turned into a park, an idea that eventually spawned Central Park. His concept included an area that would have gardens, zoos, concert halls and art galleries. It would also feature a science museum, horticultural societies and a free dairy. He advocated that all cities should have parks for the residents to enjoy, using the landscaped designs of the large, new cemeteries as a model. 

Death and Legacy

Downing died while on an excursion with his wife and extended family riding on the steam ship, Henry Clay. The boiler on the ship exploded, sparking a fire that engulfed the ship killing Downing and eighty other passengers. Only some ashes and a few clothing remnants were recovered. He is interred in Cedar Hill Cemetery in Newburgh, New York. Many consider him the father of the American landscape gardening architecture. His work inspired Frederick Law Olmsted as well as beginning the public park movement in the United States.
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Mount Auburn Cemetery
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Dr. Jacob Bigelow conceived of the idea for a garden cemetery in 1825 after he became concerned about the overcrowded, unsanitary state of the cemeteries in Boston. He worked with the Massachusetts Horticultural Society to have legislation passed by the Massachusetts Assembly authorizing a cemetery on the outskirts of the city. Boston acquired seventy acres of land outside the city for use as a cemetery. Henry Alexander Scammell Dearborn designed most of the grounds. Dearborn created a tranquil garden atmosphere with beautifully landscaped gardens. Dedicated on September 24, 1831, Mount Auburn Cemetery became the model for many of the large garden cemeteries that followed. Since the grounds were so pleasant, it quickly became a gathering place for Bostonians seeking to escape urban life. Many historians credit Mount Auburn for initiating the public parks and gardens movement that took place in the United States during the decades after its opening. Along with Niagara Falls and Mount Vernon, the cemetery became a popular tourist attraction during the decades following its dedication. 
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