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      “You’re not supposed to be here. This is the wrong future.”

      On the brink of figuring out time travel, Tom and Paola became lovers—despite Tom’s marriage to Jillian.

      Then Tom died. Only Paola knows he manipulated time itself…and created a dangerous time conundrum.

      The question: What will Jillan do when Paola tells her the truth?

      “Queen of Hearts, Hand of Fate: a heart-rending story about love beyond time that will stay with you long after you’ve finished reading.
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      Washington, DC, 28 October 2003

      How do you tell someone they were supposed to have died five years ago?

      Jillian sat across from me in my Pentagon office. Jillian—tall and willowy, hair in a blond bob that looked effortless. I knew it had cost hundreds. No wonder they mistook her for Diana, I thought, and then realized I was thinking in the wrong timeline.

      Jillian’s smile was brief and quizzical. She couldn’t have any idea why I’d asked her to meet with me. Since Tom’s funeral, we hadn’t seen much of each other. I was Tom’s former research partner, Jillian his wife. We’d had little else in common.

      Except, for a brief while, Tom’s heart.

      You’re not supposed to be here. This is the wrong future.

      “How have you been, Paola?” Jillian broke the silence. “You’re obviously doing well.” With a fine-boned hand she indicated the office. It wasn’t as big as the lab had been, but it was less cluttered, and had plush gray carpeting and subtle lighting. I preferred the lab, but that’s not where people went to find the Chief Science Advisor to the President.

      “I’m not sure if the promotion was a compliment or not,” I said of my title. “After all, they say the best place to put someone you don’t trust is in a place of power where you can watch them easily.”

      Again, Jillian’s smile flickered. She’d never picked up on my brand of humor. Tom, on the other hand, had loved it.

      As the smile crossed Jillian’s face, I was aware of the fine lines around her mouth. Tom’s death had hit her hard. It had devastated me, of course, but I wasn’t allowed the status of grieving widow.

      Jillian had quit her job as editor at the Washington Post and now wrote a column for Time, a job that allowed her to spend more time at home with Ashley and Brett. Jillian received a decent stipend from the government, given Tom’s employment status, so the family was doing fine, considering.

      Until now, when I was going to tell her something that would change her life forever.

      “Coffee?” I asked.

      Jillian shook her head. “I’m fine.”

      That makes one of us.

      I went ahead and fixed myself a cup from the pot on the polished oak credenza, buying myself time while I tried, again, to figure out how to tell Jillian that everything had gone horribly, horribly wrong.

      “How much do you know about the project that Tom and I were working on?” I asked after I’d sat back down.

      “The bare minimum, I suppose,” Jillian said. “I knew much of it was confidential, so I didn’t pry. What Tom did explain didn’t make a lot of sense to me. He was the scientist, not me.”

      “What did he tell you?” I persisted.

      “Am I in trouble?” Jillian asked.

      She was sharp, I had to give her that. “Not in the least. I just want to make sure we’re on the same page.”

      Jillian’s nostrils flared as she sucked in a deep breath. “Something about the time-stream, he said. The manipulation of the space-time continuum.”

      “Close,” I said. There was no other way to say it, so I just did it: “What I’m about to tell you is something few people know. Tom and I proved that time travel is possible.”

      The day we’d proved it conclusively, we’d made love across the battered, standard-issue metal desk in the lab. The desk at which I currently sat: despite every effort to get me to update my office furniture when I’d been promoted, I’d clung to this desk. It was a strange dinghy in a sea of luxury liners in the form of expensive chairs, art, and side furniture, and it was the only physical remembrance I had of Tom.






OEBPS/images/queen-of-hearts-cover.jpg
QUEEN OF HEARTS

“You're not supposed to be here. This is the wrong future....”

HAND OF FATE

DERMATIS

“...One of the best writers working today.”
— USA Today bestselling author Dean Wesley Smith







OEBPS/images/srp-whitefull.jpg
ROAD
PRESS






This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


