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Introduction – What is a Blog Tour?

I’ve been turned down by BookBub 12 times.  BookBlast won’t take me most days of the week.  And the handful of other eBook advertisers that claim they’ll give me a little boost haven’t given me a thing.

My mailing list is miniscule, nearly non-existent, and my social media presence lax.  My website gets some traffic, but fewer comments, and even fewer conversions.  In other words, I’m hopeless.

Sound familiar?  Perhaps you’ve heard such sentiment in online writing forums and maybe you’re even thinking it yourself.  After all, we all have those bad days when it just doesn’t seem worth it anymore.

Hey, all of us want to throw in the towel from time to time, especially after we’ve spent months, or God forbid, years, pouring our heart and soul into a book that doesn’t even get a sale.  Trust me – I’ve had some books out for months without a sale!

So what can be done to stop this downward slide into eBook obscurity?  Well, for starters you can start marketing.  Sure, there are all kinds of arguments for not marketing when you’ve got only one book and plenty more for how to market effectively when you’ve got a whole backlist for readers to choose from.

But tell that to the book sitting on the shelf that’s not gotten a single sale, has no chance at getting a review because of it, and therefore will never be chosen by any of the gleaming and self-important advertising sites.  I can already see the tears slowly flowing down the electronic cover.

And it’s on behalf of those tears and tens of thousands of other sad and neglected eBooks that I decided to write this book.  It’s a pretty simple and short book, showcasing 50 sites that will give you blog tours.  So what’s a blog tour?  Well, read on and find out.

A Few Quick Things to Know

Here’s a short list of some things to keep in mind.  These are by no means universal, but most blog tour sites I’ve found have policies similar to these:


– Scheduling:  You’ll usually have to book your blog tour 6 to 8 weeks in advance, sometimes longer.



– Payment:  Nearly all sites will have you pay them through PayPal.  Some will request to send you a PayPal invoice.  Don’t be worried about giving out your PayPa1 email address – it’s standard.



– Review Copies:  Most sites require that you send them (or a specified host site) a few copies of your book, whether it’s being reviewed or not.  Some host sites like to at least scroll through your book and read some of it.  Sometimes these will have to be in specific formats, so I’d say just have one common format of each book handy.



– Interaction:  Many tour sites really encourage you (almost require you) to interact with host site users and visitors.  This means commenting on comments, writing guest posts, author Q&A’s, doing character interviews, and many other things.  If you’re not up to this consider a regular tour and not a virtual tour.
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Probably one of the best things to keep in mind is that many sites offering services to authors aren’t going to deliver much, or at least as much as you may have hoped.  Anyone can get a site domain name and put up a services page, telling you they’ll get your book reviewed or on lots of blogs.  Perhaps even those host sites are owned by the same person in some cases, who knows?

I don’t know, but the point I’m making is that there’s a lot of people willing to take advantage of you so they can get your money.  If a site has a poor design, doesn’t look like it’s seen much new content lately, or just has services that raise a red flag, I’ll point them out to you in this book.

Now, several sites in this book I contacted but many I did not.  Some sites I visited I just knew I didn’t need to contact – I work for people writing internet content and can tell a ‘skuzzy’ site when I see one.  I don’t want to name any names, but when you read the site description you should be able to get a pretty clear idea of what I think about a site, and if it can help you.

That’s all I’m trying to do – help you and make a couple dollars for myself with this book.  I got a 2-star review on my eBook promotion book Sell Your Book because one author couldn’t understand why I’d want to help other authors.  Frankly, I don’t really care if your book is a success, and I don’t feel threatened if it is.  I think that the more authors that are doing well, the better it will be for everyone.

That might be hard for some to swallow, and I’m sorry.  Regardless, I do hope you get a good boost from some of the sites listed in this book.
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Blog Tours & Exposure

Exposure is the name of the game when it comes to self-publishing, and you want to get your book exposed to as many people as possible.  A great way to do that is with a blog tour, which is really nothing more than several different blogs or websites putting up a post about your book.  These will often include your book’s cover, blurb, and possibly even an excerpt.  And of course many include a whole lot more!

So is a blog tour right for you?  Well, that’s a great question, and one you’ll have to figure out for yourself when you visit some of these sites.  Perhaps a better question to ask, however, would be ‘which blog tour site is right for you?’

There are many sites, and this book tells them to you.  What you need to do is visit those sites and get a feel for them.  Here are a few things that will tip you off right away whether the site will work for you or not:
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