

  [image: Cover]




Madellein Jonker

Calling from the Past: The Ticking Ones


A Psychological Horror Novel 





  
    First published by M. Jonker Books  2026

  

  Copyright © 2026 by Madellein Jonker


  
    All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted      in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise without      written permission from the publisher. It is illegal to copy this book, post it to a website, or distribute      it by any other means without permission.

  
    This novel is entirely a work of fiction. The names, characters, and incidents portrayed in it are      the work of the author's imagination. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or localities      is entirely coincidental.

  
    Madellein Jonker asserts the moral right to be identified as      the author of this work.

  
    Madellein Jonker has no responsibility for the persistence      or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet Websites referred to in this publication and does not      guarantee that any content on such Websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

  

  

  
    Third edition

  

  

  

  
    This book was professionally typeset on Reedsy

    Find out more at reedsy.com
  


  
    
      [image: Publisher Logo]
    

  





  For my life partner, Deon, and our sons—Michie and Tiaan—

Your love anchors me when the shadows stretch long.

And to the ones who walk with ghosts in their chest,

who smile with stitched-up hearts—

may you always find the way back from the dark.







  
    
      
    

    
      “What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.”

— Ecclesiastes 1:9
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  Foreword



There are stories that whisper from the corners of memory—flickering like candlelight in forgotten rooms. The Ticking Ones was never meant to be quiet. It clawed its way to life, scratching behind walls, pacing across creaking floors, and demanding to be heard. This book is a continuation of a world where time loops, ghosts weep, and the past is anything but gone. It was written for those who have ever felt haunted—by what they lost, by what they lived, or by the shadows of who they might have been.




Let this be your warning: this house doesn’t just call… it remembers.




— Madellein Jonker







  Preface



When I began writing The Ticking Ones, I didn’t know how deep Elise Jacobs’ story would go. This book became a mirror—not just to her fractured identity, but to the fragility of time, trauma, and truth. What you hold in your hands is more than a ghost story. It’s a layered descent into a mind and a house both caught in a cruel loop—where history repeats, rewinds, and refuses to let go.




Every room in this house holds a memory. Every tick of the clock is a warning. As you step inside, ask yourself: what would you do if your past refused to stay buried?
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To Deon, my life partner: your strength, your faith in me, your endless patience—I couldn’t have done this without you. You’re the calm when the “ghosts” get loud.




And to the ghosts in the hallway, still chatting at midnight—I hear you. Always.








  
  
  Prologue

  
  




They say the dead don’t move through time — that once you’re gone, your story ends. But Elise Jacobs knew better.




Long before the mirror cracked, before the floorboards whispered her name, she’d felt it: the seconds didn’t just tick here. They warped. They watched.




The house had once belonged to a reclusive clockmaker in the 1800s — a man who vanished without a trace after building his final invention: a windowless chamber deep beneath the home, filled with intricate gears and mirrored panels. Locals whispered about strange lights and visitors who entered but were never seen again. Eventually, time swallowed the place, the land was sold, and the house was forgotten… until it wasn’t.




Now Elise stood in its belly, caught between reflection and reality.




This house does not simply haunt.




It remembers.




And it wanted her to remember too — even if what she uncovered would twist the very idea of who she was.








  
  
  Introduction

  
  




Welcome back to Calling from the Past, where time fractures and memory lies.




In this third installment, The Ticking Ones, Elise Jacobs returns to a house that was never just a house. Built over a century ago by an eccentric clockmaker obsessed with time, reflection, and the soul, the house has evolved — or perhaps devolved — into something sentient. Something broken. Something hungry.
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