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        Roger has squirrels in the walls. At least that’s what he thinks is trying to scratch its way out. But are they coming through the walls or digging out of his brain? Roger will have to do some of his own digging to find out.
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      Lying in his bed, he could hear them. Soft scratching inside the walls, echoing through the darkness in his bedroom. Tiny nails scraping the drywall, sometimes striking against the metal screws or main wood beams. A scratching that filled the room. But were they actually scraping in the walls? Sometimes he felt it in his head, as if their tiny nails dug into his brain, leaving deep furrows. He could almost see remnants of his gray matter collecting under their nails, drying to a hard, dark crust.

      Switching on the light did no good, neither did banging on the walls. They would be silent for a time, then start up again. If not tonight, then tomorrow. He would never be rid of them.

      “Stop tossing around, Roger. Go to sleep.” Miriam’s voice snapped out in the darkness.

      “I can’t sleep,” he said. “The squirrels...”

      “Oh for god’s sake,” she said. “I told you to call the exterminator if they bother you so much. If you aren’t going to do it, I’ll call them tomorrow. Now go to sleep.”

      He didn’t respond and soon her breathing grew regular and deep. But still over it he could hear them, scratching and scratching, as if something was digging itself out of the grave.
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        * * *

      

      “My husband will be here to meet you,” Miriam said into the phone as he entered the kitchen. She nodded sharply and hung up.

      “What is that?” he said.

      “I called the exterminators,” she said. “They’ll be here this afternoon. You’ll have to stay to meet them. I have an appointment at Raphael’s.” She slipped on her florescent pink Donna Karan jacket and began buttoning it.

      “But I have to go into the office today,” he said.

      “Call in sick or something,” she said. A flip of her hand sent her long brunette hair cascading over her shoulders. “Look, you’re the one always complaining about those squirrels. Shall I cancel the exterminators?” She put a hand on the phone. One eyebrow arched in a challenge.

      He swallowed. “No, that’s fine. I’ll wait. I do want to get rid of them.”
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