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    Online Resources


    With our test prep books, we also provide Online Resources to help you in your test prep journey! With this book, you can access - 


    

      	
Conquer the GRE: Stress Management and a Perfect Study Plan - This stress management e-book is specially designed for test-takers to manage the stress experienced when preparing for the GRE. It includes:•   	Stress Management Techniques

•   	A 6-month Study Plan

•   	An 8-week Study Plan

•   	Practical Tips to get a good score on the GRE




      	
Answer Sheets - With the help of answer sheets, you will be able to implement your learnings and practice writing high-scoring essays.



    


    To access the e-book, follow the steps below:


    

      	Go to www.vibrantpublishers.com


      	Click on the ‘Online Resources’ option on the Home Page


      	Login by entering your account details (or Create an Account if you don’t have one)


      	
Go to the Test Prep section and click on the ‘GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics - Book 2’ link and get your e-book!



    


  



    Customer Reviews on Amazon.com (5 Star Ratings)


    (GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics - Book 2)


    	This is an excellent book for GRE Analytical Writing exams. I found this book to be very comprehensive about all aspects of Analytical Writing.


    In terms of example essays: there are some very good and well written essays, but at the same time I felt there were some first-person essays that I could have improved upon. Overall, it gives you a good idea about different types of writing styles and essays that are needed for passing the GRE Analytical Writing.


    This book was a great buy and a must-read for all GRE test takers. The content in the book was useful, thought provoking, and I have several ideas to work with now. In addition, the content is presented well too.


    I found very few books that focus on the GRE writing section; and of those, I prefer this book.


    I bought this for myself and I had no problem with the Quant section of the GRE and the verbal prep was not bad either. I didn’t know anything about the Analytical writing section as I had kept the prep for this section towards the end. Glad I made this purchase now I feel much more confident than I was a week ago. One more week for my real test hope to see a 5 at least in the GRE.


    The author has done a fantastic job. The elaborate explanation of each topic helped me immensely, I could gather my thoughts, streamline them and put them into appropriate words. Highly recommended .
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    Dear Student, 
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    Introduction to the Analytical Writing Measure




The Analytical Writing measure is intended to assess your ability to think critically and write effectively about a topic while following specific directions. You will not need any specific content knowledge to complete the task in this portion of the test. The purpose of the writing piece is to determine your readiness to perform appropriately at the graduate level. 

			During this portion of the test, you will complete one writing task: Analyze an Issue. For completing the task, you will have 30 minutes to read the prompt and directions and to plan and execute your response.

			During the Analyze an Issue task, you will write persuasively as you express your point of view on the selected topic, which may be in the form of an opinion, a recommendation, a claim, a reason, or the presentation of two points of view. It is important to read the directions carefully to ensure that your response is addressing the prompt correctly and to enable you to receive the highest score. 

			
			Strategies for Completing the Analytical Writing Measure

			The writing measure is 30 minutes long. In that period of time, you must read the statement or brief passage and the directions for creating your response, plan how you want to respond, and write your essay. If you spend too much time taking notes and organizing your thoughts, you may not have enough time to finish writing your essay. On the other hand, completing a prewriting activity sufficiently will help you write your essay more quickly. Budgeting your time is crucial. Although the GRE readers are aware of the time limit and that your essay is essentially a draft, they will expect you to perform at a high level. Leave a few minutes at the end of the writing section to review your essay for errors in spelling, grammar, usage, and sentence structure.




  



  

  


    

      Chapter 1


			 Overview of the GRE General Test


    


     



    The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, while previously required for admission to most graduate programs, is now a part of a larger picture. A strong GRE score can provide evidence of strong scholarship on an application. This book is designed to prepare students for the GRE General Test. The GRE revised General Test was renamed in 2016 and is now known as the GRE General Test, but the content and scoring of the test remain the same. Note that some graduate programs require applicants to take specialized GRE Subject Tests which will not be covered in this book. Before preparing to take the GRE, please review the admissions criteria for the programs that you are interested in applying to so that you know whether you need to take subject tests in addition to the GRE General Test. To learn more about subject tests, visit the Subject Tests section at ets.org.


    The GRE General Test is not designed to measure your knowledge of specific fields. It does not measure your ability to be successful in your career or even in school. It does, however, give a reasonably accurate indication of your capabilities in certain key areas for graduate-level work, such as your ability to understand complex written material, your understanding of basic mathematics, your ability to interpret data, and your capacity for reasoning and critical thinking. By using this book to prepare for the GRE General Test, you will not only improve your chances of scoring well on the test, you will also help to prepare yourself for graduate-level study.


    Format of the GRE General Test


    The GRE General Test is offered as a computer-delivered test throughout the year. Post-Covid, ETS provides test-takers with the option to take the test from home. 


    Whether you are taking the GRE General Test at the testing center or at home, the format of the test will essentially be the same. The GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test. The test consists of three main components: Analytical Writing, Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. The total time for the test will be about 3 hours 45 minutes. 


    The first section of the test is always the Analytical Writing component which is broken into two sections. In the first section, you will be asked to write an argumentative essay that takes a position on an issue of general interest. In the second section, you will be asked to analyze an argument for logical validity and soundness. You will be given 30 minutes for each section.


    The remainder of the test will be split between sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. There will be two sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning, and another two devoted to Quantitative Reasoning. You will be given 30 minutes to complete each section of Verbal Reasoning and 35 minutes to complete each section of Quantitative Reasoning. Each section will contain 20 questions. At any point during the test, you may be given an unscored section on either Verbal or Quantitative Reasoning; since this section will not be identified, it is important that you try your best at all times. Also, it is possible that you will be asked to complete a research section that will allow ETS to test the efficacy of new questions. If you are given a research section, it will appear at the end of your General Test. Unscored and research sections may vary in the number of questions and time allotted.


    Outline of the GRE General Test


    The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test are  section-level adaptive. This means that the computer will adapt the test to your performance. Since there are two sections each for Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning, the difficulty of the second section will depend on how well you did in the first section. The overall format of the GRE General Test will be as follows:


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Component

          
          	
            Number of Questions

          
          	
            Time Allowed

          
        


        
          	
            Analytical Writing

            (1 sections)

          
          	
            1 Analyze an Issue

          
          	
            30 minutes

          
        


        
          	
            Verbal Reasoning

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            12 questions (first section)

            15 questions (second section)

          
          	
            21 minutes (first section)

            26 minutes (second section)

          
        


        
          	
            Quantitative Reasoning

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            12 questions (first section)

            15 questions (second section)

          
          	
            21 minutes (first section)

            26 minutes (second section)

          
        


        
          	
            Unscored Section 

          
          	
            None 

          
          	
            None

          
        


        
          	
            Research Section

          
          	
            None 

          
          	
            None

          
        


        
          	
          	
          	
            Total Time: 1 hour 58 minutes

          
        


      

    


    Note that the GRE General Test at home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test.


    While taking the GRE General Test, here are some things to remember:


    

      	) You can review and preview questions within a section, allowing you to budget your time to deal with the questions that you find most difficult.


      	You will be able to mark questions within a section and return to them later. This means that if you find a question especially difficult, you will be able to move on to other questions and return to the one that you had trouble with, provided that you stay within the time limit for the section.


      	You will be able to change or edit your answers within a section. This means that if you realize that you made a mistake, you can go back and correct yourself provided you stay within the time limit for the section.


      	You will have an on-screen calculator during the Quantitative Reasoning portions of the test, allowing you to quickly complete any necessary computations.


    


    The following section will briefly introduce the three main components of the GRE General Test.


    Analytical Writing Assessment


    The first section of the GRE General Test is the Analytical Writing assessment. This component of the GRE is designed to test your ability to use basic logic and critical reasoning to make and assess arguments. The Analytical Writing assessment comprises of a singular assignment, which must be completed within 30 minutes. In the assignment, you will be asked to develop a position on an issue of general interest. You will be given an issue and a prompt with some specific instructions on how to approach the assigned issue. You will be expected to take a position on the issue and then write a clear, persuasive, and logically sound essay defending your position in correct English. You will be assessed based on your ability to effectively defend your positions with supporting evidence and valid reasoning, your skill in organizing your thoughts, and your command of English.


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Task

          
          	
            Time Allowed

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            Analyze an Issue

          
          	
            30 minutes

          
          	
            Short essay on an issue of general interest that clearly and carefully addresses the prompt

          
        


      

      

    


    The Analytical Writing assessment tests your ability to:


    

      	Coherently develop complex ideas


      	Write in a focused, organized manner


      	Identify relevant evidence and use it to support your claims


      	Command the elements of standard written English

      
    


    Verbal Reasoning


    The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE assesses your reading comprehension, your ability to draw inferences to fill in missing information, and your vocabulary. You will be given two sections on Verbal Reasoning, consisting of 12 and 15 questions and lasting 18 and 23 minutes respectively. Verbal Reasoning questions on the GRE General Test are mostly multiple-choice and will be drawn from the following three types: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. Reading Comprehension questions will ask you to read a short passage several paragraphs long, and then answer questions about the passage. Text Completion questions will have a short passage with 1-3 blanks which you will need to fill in by choosing the best of several multiple-choice options. The Sentence Equivalence section will ask you to fill in the blank in a passage using the two words that will complete the sentence in such a way that the meaning will be as similar as possible. 


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Time

          
          	
            Question Type

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            You will have 41 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

          
          	
            Reading Comprehension

          
          	
            Multiple choice: select one answer choice

            Multiple choice: select one or more answer choices

            Highlight a section of text

          
        


        
          	
            Text Completion

          
          	
            Multiple choice: fill in one or more blanks to complete the text

          
        


        
          	
            Sentence Equivalence	

          
          	
            Multiple choice: select the two options that produce two sentences with the most similar meanings

          
        


      

    


    The Verbal Reasoning section measures your ability to:


    

      	Comprehend, interpret and analyze complex passages in standard written English


      	Apply sophisticated vocabulary in context


      	Draw inferences about the meaning and authorial intent based on written material


    


    Quantitative Reasoning


    The Quantitative Reasoning section of the GRE evaluates your ability to use basic mathematics, read and interpret graphs and figures and engage in basic reasoning involving math and numbers. You will be given two sections on Quantitative Reasoning with 12 and 15 questions and 21 and 26 minutes of allotted time for them respectively. There are two basic question types, multiple-choice and numerical entry. For multiple-choice questions, you will be asked to choose the best answer or answers from several possibilities; for numerical entry questions, you will be asked to enter a numerical answer from your own calculations. Some questions will be designed to test your knowledge of basic algebra and geometry; others will be designed to test your ability to read and interpret different presentations of data.


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Time

          
          	
            Question Type

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            You will have 47 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types	

          
          	
            Multiple Choice	

          
          	
            Select one answer choice

            Select one or more answer choices

          
        


        
          	
            Numeric Entry

          
          	
            Solve the problem through calculation and enter a numeric value

          
        


        
          	
            Quantitative Comparison

          
          	
            Evaluate two quantities to decide whether one is greater than the other, whether they are equal, or whether a relationship cannot be determined

          
        


        
          	
            Data Interpretation

          
          	
            Multiple choice: choose the best answer or answers

            Numeric entry: enter a value

          
        


      

    


    The Quantitative Reasoning section tests your ability to:


    

      	Use mathematical tools such as basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics


      	Understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information


      	Apply basic mathematical and data interpretation skills to real-world information and problems


    


    On-screen Calculator


    

      [image: ]

    


    The on-screen calculator in the GRE is a handy tool for you to make computations faster. However, you should only use the calculator for complex equations that will take a longer time to do manually such as square roots, addition, subtraction, and multiplication of numbers with several digits.


    Guidelines for using the on-screen calculator


    

      	The on-screen calculator follows the order of operations (PEMDAS). This means that it computes equations in the following order - parentheses, exponentiation (including square roots), multiplication and division (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right). So, for an equation like 2 + 3 * 6, the on-screen calculator will give the answer 20 but some calculators will give the answer 30 as they first add 2 and 3 and get 5 which is multiplied by 6 to get the final answer 30.


      	The Transfer Display button will be useful for Numeric Entry questions. The button will transfer the number on your calculator display to the numeric entry answer box. But remember to check the transferred answer as sometimes you may be required to round up your answer; adjust it accordingly.


      	The Memory Recall (MR), Memory Clear (MC), and Memory Sum (M+) buttons work as per normal calculators.


    


    Registering for the GRE 


    Before you register to take the GRE, be sure to consider your schedule and any special accommodations that you may need. Be aware that the availability of testing dates may vary according to your location. Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the GRE and be sure that you know the deadlines for score reporting and application deadlines for all the schools you are applying to. For general information about deadlines and the GRE, visit the GRE section at ets.org. For more information on how to register for the GRE, visit the Registration section at ets.org. For information on special accommodations for disabled students, visit the Disability Accommodations section on ets.org.


    If you are taking the GRE General Test at home, there are certain equipment, environment, and testing space requirements that you need to fulfill before you can start the registration process. For more information on these requirements, read the At Home Testing section on ets.org. 


    How the GRE General Test is Scored


    Scoring for the Analytical Writing Section


    In the Analytical Writing section, you will be scored on a scale of 0-6 in increments of 0.5. The Analytical Writing measure emphasizes your ability to engage in reasoning and critical thinking over your facility with the finer points of grammar. The highest scores of 5.5-6.0 are given to work that is generally superior in every respect - sustained analysis of complex issues, coherent argumentation, and excellent command of the English language. The lowest scores of 0.0-0.5 are given to work that is completely off-topic or so poorly composed as to be incoherent.


    Scoring for the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections 


    The Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning sections are now scored on a scale of 130-170 in 1-point increments.


    General Strategies for Taking the GRE


    There are strategies you can apply that will greatly increase your odds of performing well on the GRE. The following is a list of strategies that will help to improve your chances of performing well on the GRE:


    

      	Review basic concepts in math, logic, and writing.


      	Work through the test-taking strategies offered in this book.


      	Work through mock GRE tests until you feel thoroughly comfortable with the types of questions you will see.


      	As you are studying for the GRE, focus your energy on the types of questions that give you the most difficulty.


      	Learn to guess wisely. For many of the questions in the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections, the correct answer is in front of you - you only need to correctly identify it. Especially for questions that you find difficult, you should hone your ability to dismiss the options that are clearly wrong and make an educated guess about which one is right.


      	Answer every question. You won’t lose any points for choosing the wrong answer, so even a wild guess that might or might not be right is better than no answer at all.


    


    Preparing for Test Day and Taking the GRE


    How you prepare for the test is completely up to you and will depend on your own test-taking preferences and the amount of time you can devote to studying for the test. At the very least, before you take the test, you should know the basics of what is covered on the test along with the general guidelines for taking the GRE. This book is designed to provide you with the basic information you need and give you the opportunity to prepare thoroughly for the GRE General Test. 


    Although there is no set way to prepare for the GRE, as a general rule you will want to:


    

      	Learn the basics about the test - what is being tested, the format, and how the test is administered.


      	Familiarize yourself with the specific types of questions that you will see on the GRE General Test.


      	Review skills such as basic math, reading comprehension, and writing.


      	Learn about test-taking strategies.


      	Take a mock GRE test to practice applying your test-taking skills to an actual test.


    


    Remember, you don’t need to spend an equal amount of time on each of these areas to do well on the GRE - allot your study time to your own needs and preferences. Following are some suggestions to help you make the final preparations for your test, and help you through the test itself.


    Preparing for Test Day


    

      	In the time leading up to your test, practice, then practice some more. Practice until you are confident with the material.


      	
Know when your test is, and when you need to be at the testing center or in front of your computer at home.  


      	Make a “practice run” to your testing center, so that you can anticipate how much time you will need to allow to get there. For the at home test, make sure to sign in at least 15 minutes before the test.


      	Understand the timing and guidelines for the test and plan accordingly. Remember that you are not allowed to eat or drink while taking the GRE, although you will be allowed to snack or drink during some of the short breaks during testing. Plan accordingly.


      	Know exactly what documentation you will need to bring with you to the testing center. If you are testing at home, you will have to provide a valid government-issued identification document as well.


      	Relax, especially on the day or night before your test. If you have studied and practiced wisely, you will be well prepared for the test. You may want to briefly glance over some test preparation materials but cramming the night before will not be productive.


      	Eat well and get a good night’s sleep. You will want to be well-rested for the test.


    


    The Test Day


    

      	Wake up early to give yourself plenty of time to eat a healthy breakfast, gather the necessary documentation, pack a snack and a water bottle, and make it to the testing center well before your test is scheduled to start.


      	Have confidence; you’ve prepared well for the test, and there won’t be any big surprises. You may not know the answers to some questions, but the format will be exactly like what you’ve been practicing.


      	While you are taking the test, don’t panic. The test is timed, and students often worry that they will run out of time and miss too many questions. The sections of the test are designed so that many students will not finish them, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can finish a section on time. Just try to answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible.


      	If there’s a question you’re not sure of, don’t panic—the GRE test allows you to skip and return to questions when you are ready, so take advantage of that. Remember, the value of each easy question is the same as the hard questions!


      	Remember the strategies and techniques that you learn from this book and apply them wherever possible.
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