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“We have a problem,” Zella announced from the third-floor landing of the castle’s central staircase.

“The family curse is acting up, and now isn’t a good time to visit Dormie?” ‘Na paused with her foot on the bottom step of the staircase and hoped the relief she felt didn’t make her face glow.

The first item on the list of tasks to prepare for her and Ambrose’s wedding was to decide who to ask to be their attendants. Making the requests through the mirror web could be problematic, because there were always rogue mirrors listening in and spreading gossip. On her parents’ advice, ‘Na and Ambrose were planning a long round of visits to friends, to ask them in person. 

Dormie was a friend from ‘Na and Zella’s childhood, when they had participated in a distance education program conducted through the mirror web. ‘Na and Zella had kept in contact with just over half of them. Chances were good that most would be too busy with quests or magical problems to attend, so ‘Na didn’t feel quite as much trepidation over asking all her school friends to be her attendants, even though the thought of a dozen bridesmaids made her feel rather doomed. She much preferred to just have Zella as her maid of honor, along with Princess Phibbia and Garnet, queen of the werewolves as her bridesmaids. However, there were social expectations to satisfy. The wedding of the daughter of the lord and lady of the enchanted castle was doomed to be the social event of the decade. If ‘Na didn’t ask at least a dozen daughters of powerful families to be her attendants, then twice as many scheming ambassadors and prime ministers would maneuver their princesses and other high-ranking snobby girls into the wedding party. ‘Na was inviting her friends if only in self-defense.

Although, she had to admit, the thought of the dismay and chagrin suffered by the girls who had been so nasty to her and Zella, when they found they weren’t invited, was rather entertaining ...

“If only it were that simple,” Zella said. She hopped up on the banister and slid down to the landing between the third and second floors. “Although I wouldn’t wish that problem on Dormie for anything. Sorry, but we didn’t get that far. She was busy telling me about Circe-Beth.”

“What new fibs is she telling now?” ‘Na cringed and braced for the sound of Smedley letting out a roar from his nest in the highest tower of the castle. He had always gone outside or fled to the roof of the castle when ‘Na had had her classes in the mirror web because Circe-Beth’s voice hurt his ears. Just the mention of her name had been enough to send him running when they were all children.
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