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The First Mars Cycle

by Clarabelle Miray Fields

in the weeks after her daughter’s birth

she hasn’t moved much,

sitting by their pod bay window

watching the winds come in,

the clockwork tides of Martian sand

that draw foreign shapes and stories

in the barren earth,

new mythologies

her child will have to learn,

a world so different from her mother’s own.

she wonders how she will explain these things to her,

why her head and limbs will ache from

gravity so out of step with her body,

why the air is so hostile to them

and why she can never leave the safety

of spacesuits and weather domes,

how she will explain

how far away from home they are

and the meaning of the memories that will live on

in her marrow as artifacts of what their life used to be,

what it was like back on earth and what it meant to be human,

to hunger for the reassurance of sunlight on her skin,

to find comfort in the odour of sea salt and petrichor after summer rain,

to delight in the shiver of wind rustling autumn leaves,

to find guidance in the pulsing heartbeat beneath winter silence,

navigating one step at a time beneath bristling stars.

she wonders how she will explain these things

that her daughter will never know

and never miss knowing,

her home worlds away from her mother’s own.

she will find comfort in her own memories,

the familiar taste of arid respirator air

and the soothing sound of airlocks cycling

as predictable background noise,

her exosuit a welcome weight hugging her

as she walks on light feet

into a landscape of beautiful colours,

shades of orange and red and pink that will be

the palette of her dreams,

what she always sees when she closes her eyes,

the sky just as it should be.

she will know this world by heart,

mapping it like the freckles she will count on her growing body,

feeling comfort in how right everything is,

expected and normal

and one day she will hold her own child

by a bay window

looking out

at a world that is just as it should be

and she won’t be able to imagine it any other way.
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Boneyard

by Clarabelle Miray Fields

–from the journal of a settler

towards the end of the first Mars cycle

they were special places once

back home,

hallowed gardens

where we could rest

our loved ones beneath

the watch of careful trees,

old roots cradling

them in silent earth

bones on bone

until their marrow could

bloom again

with generations

of hungry microbes

and little worms

crawling earthward

through the layers of

last year’s seeds.

everywhere was a boneyard

if you looked close enough—

forgotten antlers

and fruiting mushrooms

reminding us that we never truly

die alone.

but here

in this fallow land

where will our dead go—

what boneyards

will we make for them

out of infertile dust

their carbon-rich bodies

consecrating sterile soil

for the first time,

fossilising into statues

of future gods,

Nephilim of the past

left to lie cold

beneath the stars.

is it better to burn them, then,

for fuel

or is it better to bury them

so one day the dead here

will never have to lie alone?
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Shadow-Shapes

by Clarabelle Miray Fields

it’s different here,

shadows creeping low

along the barren horizon line

before moonrise,

Martian sky bristling with

a million brittle stars,

one of them once her own.

she keeps waiting for

something to startle her,

for something to reach out

and grab her from the dark,

the wind raising dust-wraiths

and shadow-shapes that shift

in the empty night around her,

lifeless monsters looming out of a

landscape of geologic bone,

skeletons of mountains

and broken valleys

and chaos formations

shaped by god-hands

that abandoned them long ago,

rocks listing like leviathans

half-buried in the soil,

shadows moving in the
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