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A DAWN TO AN AFRICAN

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

Luke 14:33 (NIV)

What! An African? Oh no, here it comes again! 

Yes, your thoughts will run wild at the idea of “African”. Justifiably so after decades of being convinced that the African Continent is a “dark continent”, and after decades of its political and economic suicide of projecting itself to the whole world as being corrupt, greedy, unreliable and unpredictable. You may also be thinking that being African is synonymous to being gullible, especially in spiritual terms.

Just relax. You may have toiled all your life, working hard at testing, proving and classifying knowledge, that way ending up being both rationalistic and materialistic.

As you continue listening to this African, you are invited to take a holiday in your mind, be in a mental lounge and relax, in order to understand to what this African is about to say, maybe, who knows, you may help the world to know how to relate with the African Continent in a most positive and creative way.

To this African, the 27th of April 1978 is an unforgettable date. It is a date when the “non-existent” God became existent. After many years of youthful ignorant resistance against the possibility of the existent loving God, something sparked and shone in the inner self and brought to reality the fact that God exists, and that He is powerful to bring to existence anything, and that He is able to save humanity through the only one Saviour Jesus the Christ, as well as, to judge it through Him.

The above quoted piece of Scripture text was divinely instrumental in bringing the life of this African to a turning point after many years of dabbling in the occult and loose living. Simple though it seems, yet this text was so powerful and sharp to pierce the hard and unbelieving youthful heart, and the outcome was to be born-again.

After previously being unsuccessfully to various healers, including conventional doctors, spiritists and herbalists, this African afterwards, through his new experience was permanently physically healed from the seemingly incurable illness that plagued him and literally left him bankrupt. Details to that effect will be left for another context.

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

The abovementioned Scripture text has become a very important mission to this African for many years.
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AN AFRICAN DISCIPLE

What does “everything” mean in Luke 14:33? The answer may be found above in verses 26 and 27, where it is clearly stated this includes our parents, wives, children, our siblings and even our own lives. That’s quite a mouthful, isn’t it?

To this African, taking Jesus the Christ at His Word, everything given up is the only qualification to be His true and faithful disciple. There is no other option, but to be His disciple in this world of hopelessness. But, what is a “disciple”?

Briefly, a disciple is a volunteer that subjects oneself to discipline in order to gain knowledge and skill from a knowledgeable person, thereby acknowledging the authority vested in that person. In the process of doing so, that volunteer takes on the image of the source of knowledge and skill. That way, the disciple of Jesus the Christ becomes the image of Christ during the process of being shaped as a disciple. Why?

For “giving up everything”, a disciple of Jesus gave up his very own life, in order for Jesus to duplicate Himself in the disciple. To him, the words “cannot be my disciple” are so serious that no option is left, but to surrender all. But does this word “cannot” inhibitive? Does Jesus block anyone from being His disciple for failing to give up everything? 

To understand this better, think of someone at the beginning of the race as a participant intent on running to the finish line wearing big boots. Someone kindly advising him that he cannot run the race with such footwear. Will that mean that, that kind person forbids the runner from participating in the race? No, not at all! But he or she means that the runner will be unable to participate efficiently in the race.

Similarly, our Lord Jesus forbids no one from being His disciple, but discloses the fact that the determining factor for being efficient at being His disciple is self-denial.

In James 1:21, we are told that before the Word of God can be received into the soul with saving effect, there are certain things which must be laid aside. Specifically, James specifies two things – filthiness (perverse delight in carnality) and wickedness (naughtiness).

Filthiness is an attitude that closes the mind and the heart against the saving influence of the Word of God. While naughtiness suggests bad behaviour in which a person refuses to accept instruction or correction from a senior, but argues and answers back. This attitude is often found in the unregenerate soul towards God. (Rom. 9:20; Job 40:2) This attitude, like that of filthiness, closes the heart and mind to the beneficial effects of the Word of God.

The opposite of filthiness and naughtiness, on the other hand, is described by James as ‘meekness’. Meekness carries with it the ideas of quietness, humility, sincerity, patience and openness of heart and mind; summarily called the fear of God, or of the Lord (Psalm 25:9, 12 and 14).

Meekness and the fear of the Lord are the two attitudes that are necessary in those who desire to receive instruction and blessing as disciples from God through His Word. Meekness and the fear of the Lord are two attitudes that are opposites of these which James describes as ‘filthiness’ and ‘naughtiness’.

The Word of God can produce quite different effects in different people. These effects are decided by the reactions of those who hear it. Not only is the Word of God ‘alive’ and ‘active’ as we read in Hebrews 4:12, but also that it is ‘a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart’. God’s Word brings out into the open the inward nature and character of those who hear it. It distinguishes sharply between the different types of hearers.

The Apostle Paul describes also the dividing and the revealing character of the Gospel in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”, (NIV).

There is no difference in the message preached, because it is the same to everyone. The difference lies in the reaction of those who hear the message. For those that react in one way, the message appears to be mere foolishness. For those that react in the opposite way, the message becomes the saving power of God actually experienced in their lives.

Not only is the Word of God alive and active, as well as a discerner or revealer of the thoughts and intents of the heart, but it is also ‘sharper than any two-edged sword’. It divides hearers into two classes; those who reject and call it foolishness, and those who receive and find in it the saving power of God.

It was in this sense that Christ in Matthew 10:34-35 said, “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law”. 

The Sword that Christ came to send upon earth is that which John saw in Revelation 1:16 proceeding out of Christ’s mouth – the sharp two-edged Sword of the Word of God.

This Sword, as it goes forth through the earth, divides even between members of the same household, severing the closest of earthly bonds. Its effect is determined by the response of each individual.

Giving up everything is the key.

A treasure deserves a giving up of everything. Of what treasure is Jesus to deserve the giving up? The Bible as the written Word of God answers the question. The Pentateuch (the first five Books of Moses) forms the foundation as the Word of God from which the question can be ably answered.
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AN AFRICAN DISCOVERS THE TREASURE

Anyone that encounters the Kingdom of God suddenly is struck by its preciousness, and that way gives up all other precious things of life and cling to it alone, hence likened to a pearl of great value and treasure hidden in a field. For a fact, Jesus and His work on the Cross is that treasure.

God owns the Kingdom, yet all its power has been entrusted to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  God entrusted all the power of the Kingdom to our Lord and Saviour, (Obadiah 21, Isaiah 9:6, 7(a); Daniel 2:44, 7:27; Psalms 103; Zechariah 9:10(b); Matthew 25:31, 34; John 18: 36; Matthew 28:18; John 10:17-18; Hebrews 1:8; Revelation 11:15; 1 Corinthians 15:24).

Without our Lord and our Saviour Jesus Christ there is no other entrance to the Kingdom of God, (John 10:7, 9, 14:6)

Basically, let us ponder on our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as the Mediator between God and us. The mediator is between two sides, between two people and is bound to be faithful to both. Jesus Christ is the Only One qualified to be the True Mediator between God and us. What belonged to God was His, because He put upon Himself our Humanity. In His Ministry as Mediator, He was bound to God by faithfulness, and to His Holy Law. He was also bound to us Lost Sinners. He mediated for the Righteous God, and also us that broke His Law. Faithfulness led Jesus to Death, that way His Priesthood was Completed and Perfected.

Aaron and his sons and their Holy Garments of Priesthood have amazing teaching, Exodus 28&29. Aaron personified our High Priest Jesus Christ Himself. Aaron’s sons personified the Church of Jesus Christ of those that are born-again.

Jesus Christ satisfied all that was required to be the High Priest, Hebrews 5:1-4. He accomplished the High Priesthood in His Death and Resurrection. Even today, He still Ministers by Interceding for us perpetually, representing us before the Mercy Seat in Heaven, Hebrews 5:5-10. In His Humility and His Glorification, He is our High Priest.

Jesus Christ is the Mediator of the New Covenant, Hebrews 9:11-15. In the Old Testament priests ministered daily standing, never ending their performance, Hebrews 10:11-14. In the New Testament, eternally, Jesus sits on the Right Hand of God after having offered a Once-off Sin Sacrifice, Hebrews 10:12, 14.

We have a Sitting Priest in Jesus Christ, because His Work was perfectly and completely accomplished, and it was a Complete Sacrifice; a Sacrifice that met all the Demands of God’s Holy Law. That Sacrifice was enough in the past, is Enough Today and will be Enough Forever. Its Power lasts, its Effects last. Its Durability is Eternal. People of old staked their hope on it, and were effectively saved by it. It is a Sacrifice Enough for Everyone and for Anytime. Jesus Christ’s Priesthood will not change and will not end.
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