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​Introduction






Jesus told the disciples that He would
give us the keys to the Kingdom. We know that He spoke of authority
and access. The Kingdom Citizens series is designed to help
believers live daily as followers of Christ. Kingdom Citizens gives
brief and vital information teaching Christians how to live under
God’s rule in a world that is opposed to Christ. It is our prayer
that you will be blessed by the materials presented. Jesus said
that it is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the
Kingdom.

In this Book:

In this book, a compilation of six
mini-studies about life as members of the kingdom of God is
presented. The Christian’s citizenship is in heaven, but life must
be lived on the earth. Hence, Christian must know how to conduct
themselves as ambassadors of the kingdom God. This collection is
designed to encourage believers to walk worthy of
Christ.







​Publication 1

Conformed to His Image






In this section, we will discuss the
predestination of God. When we speak of predestination in this
publication, we are referring to what God has intended or purposed
for your life. He has predestined men and women to be like Christ.
The Christian should know that He will do what is necessary to see
you fulfill it. Your greatest joy will come when you fulfill His
desire.

Through His Word, we can have some
security and comfort in God. Everything that He does has purpose
and it is for our good. As we explore the principles of the Kingdom
of God, let us remain secure in His love and concern for us. God is
not against us. Love caused God to send His Son. Remember, God has
a plan for you.

When we speak of predestination in this
publication, we are referring to what God has intended or purposed
for your life. The Christian should know that He will do what is
necessary to see you fulfill it. Your greatest joy will come when
you fulfill His desire.

God has a plan and purpose for our
lives. We, as believers, must understand that God orchestrates our
lives. No circumstance ever comes upon us without God having prior
knowledge. He is in control over the situations in our lives, even
those that are adverse. We should also realize that God has desires
even as we have desires.

To “desire” means to wish or long for.
It also means to want strongly. What is it that God longs for and
wants strongly?

For whom he did foreknew, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the first-born among many brethren. (Romans 8:29)

God’s Desire

More than anything else, God wants us
to become like His only begotten Son. He desires for us to become
sons and daughters. Believers consistently wonder what God would
have for them to do. He wants us to become like Jesus. Therefore,
he orchestrates the events in our lives that we may become like
Him.

In this publication, we want to briefly
examine the scriptures to understand that His ultimate desire is
for us to become His children. God’s desire for you is to become a
son or daughter first, and then for you to do His will. You must
strive for sonship first, and ministry second.

There are numerous scriptures revealing
to us that the plan of God from the beginning was to have sons and
daughter. When Adam and Eve fell, God made provisions for us to
become His children once again through the work that Jesus did on
the cross. The New Testament affirms this fact repeatedly. God
sends His Spirit to fulfill His desire for sons and daughters. Let
us now look at some facts from the scriptures that confirm that the
ultimate desire of God is for us to become His children.

The indwelling Spirit comes to make us
sons. God places His Spirit in us to make us partakers of His
divine nature. The indwelling of the Holy Ghost is the same as
parents signing adoption papers for a child. The Spirit of Christ
comes in us so that we can be like Him. His will is to make us sons
and daughters.

He predestined us to adoption, as sons
through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the kind intention of
His will. (Ephesians 1:5)

The Spirit causes us to recognize God
as our Father. Jesus told the Pharisees that their father was the
devil. This was because they would not recognize His Lordship or
the Father. After we are converted, the Holy Ghost comes into our
hearts. He prompts us to cry out to God as a Father.

For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Romans 8:15)

Jesus is our example and big brother.
God sent Jesus in the world to die for us and to be an example to
us of how we should live. He came in the image of God. He said we
should follow Him. How do we follow Him? We do this by emulating
Him.

Though He was Lord of all, Jesus was
also a son. The Bible says that Christ is the first-born among many
brethren (Romans 8:29). Who are His brethren? His brothers and
sisters are those who have believed upon Him and have experienced
the new birth.

For both he that sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not
ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto
my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto
thee. (Hebrews 2:11-12)

Since we are Christ’s brethren, we are
joint heirs with Him. Paul told the believers in his day that they
were heirs in the Kingdom of God. An heir is usually the son or
daughter. We are called joint-heirs. This means that when Christ
comes into His Kingdom, we will come into it also. The Bible tells
us also that we will reign with Him.

And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then
an heir of God through Christ. (Galatians 4:6-7)

We will be sons in this life and in the
life, which is to come. The ultimate plan of God is for us to be
His children for all eternity. Even when this mortal life is over,
we will still be sons and daughters in the Kingdom.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is. (I John 3:2)

Our Desire

Since the ultimate desire of God is for
us to become sons and daughters, our desire should be the same as
His. We must desire to be like Christ. Our goal should be to reach
maturity in Him and be as He is. We must not allow our Church
duties to become more important to us than Him. If we are careful,
ministry can become an obsession, rather than our relationship with
God. We must be aware of this pitfall.

First, love has to be present in order
to be like Him. In the book of I John, God is called love. One of
the greatest signs to the world that God is in us and we are His
children is love. Love does not mean we do not recognize wrong and
sin, but rather will seek to restore. Love covers many sins. In
addition, when we are governed by love, we will fulfill the law of
Christ.

Jesus said that upon love the law and
teachings of the prophets rested. Jesus said to His disciples that
he gives them a new commandment. His new commandment was for them
to love. If they love God, they would keep His sayings. If they
love their neighbors, they will not defraud them in any matter.
When we love, we take on the very nature of God.
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