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To every soul that stood at the river's edge

and chose to return — not because it was safe,

but because it was true.



About the Author

Abdullah Al-Baghdadi is an Arab novelist and writer of the new generation, born and raised in the cradle of Mesopotamia, where the scent of ancient history and the whisper of the Tigris River have shaped his literary imagination since his earliest years.

His work is distinguished by emotional depth, lyrical precision, and a rare ability to render the inner life of his characters with both tenderness and unflinching honesty. Al-Baghdadi believes that the truest stories are not invented — they are remembered, even by those who have never lived them.

Drawing inspiration from the lyricism of Kahlil Gibran, the human precision of Naguib Mahfouz, and the emotional architecture of Isabel Allende, his novels occupy a singular space: where Eastern soul meets contemporary heart.

He writes in the quiet hours of dawn, convinced that the most beautiful words are born in the space between darkness and the first light — in that fragile moment when the world holds its breath.



Preface

There are rivers that never stop flowing, even when you have left them behind. You carry them inside you — the sound of their current, the particular cold of their water, the way the light breaks on their surface at certain hours. You carry them long after you have chosen, or been forced, to walk away.

This novel was born from that kind of river. From the question that lives at the edge of every love that ended before it was ready: What if the water remembers? What if it is still there, still moving, still waiting — not with accusation, but with the simple and devastating fact of its presence?

Where the River Remembers is the story of Nour and Zaid — two people who loved each other at the wrong time, separated by circumstances neither of them chose, and brought back together by the same city that first gave them to each other. It is a novel about the courage required not to love for the first time, but to love again — to return to the thing you abandoned not because you stopped wanting it, but because you were afraid it would destroy you.

I hope that within these pages you find something that stirs in you the memory of your own river. I hope you close this book with the quiet conviction that some loves do not expire — they only wait.

Abdullah Al-Baghdadi

Baghdad, 2025
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The City That Kept Everything
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"A city that has loved you once will never fully let you go."

Nour Khalil returned to Baghdad on a Thursday in October, with two suitcases, a research position at a university she had once fled, and the particular exhaustion of someone who has been traveling for so long that stillness has become its own kind of vertigo.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Where the

RlverRemembers |

ABDULLAH AL-BAGHDADI -





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





